A good example of Esperanza not fully understanding what is going on is in the vignette Cathy Queen of Cats. In this section Esperanza makes friends with a middle-aged woman that is obviously racist against people of Latino background. However she acts like a closet-racist. She tries to not be offensive or show that she is in fact racist, but her actions speak for her: “Then as if she forgot I just moved in, she says the neighborhood is getting bad” (13). She did not come right out and say that she hated the people that were moving in, but you could tell that she had an elitist attitude towards them. I think that Esperanza does not pick up on all of what this vignette is dealing with. Esperanza is picking up that Cathy is a racist. The writing style helps to convey that Esperanza is young and naive about some more controversial subjects.

