Syllabus for Mr. Blake’s English 9 

Rooms D102 & D104 / rblake@bham.wednet.edu / 360-676-6471 ext. 5186 / www.geocities.com/renoblake/index.html
Course Description

Welcome to Squalicum High School! This class explores how the power of the individual derives from the unrestrained freedom of the imagination, from the “problem” of choice, and from confronting challenges. You will study literature not only in the form of poetry, short stories, novels, drama, and nonfiction, but you will also learn to appreciate and scrutinize a variety of other media, such as film, websites, newspapers, magazines, television, and advertising. In order to become more effective readers, writers, and communicators, you will need to develop your ability to imagine and create. As you record and explore your ideas in notebooks, you will use your imagination to work within the expectations of specific writing genres: narrative, persuasive, expository, and literary analysis. To this end, you will have many opportunities to showcase your interests, creativity, and individual strengths. Grammar skills, sentence patterning, and vocabulary building will also form a part of the weekly work schedule so you can better understand what these genre expectations really involve. Furthermore, the talents unleashed and the skills learned and applied in this class will have the additional benefit of preparing you for both the WASL and the culminating project.
The following is a tentative reading list for the year:*
Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet
Elie Wiesel’s Night
Angelou’s I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston’s Farewell to Manzanar

Lorraine Hansberry’s Raisin in the Sun 

Lucy Grealy’s Autobiography of a Face 

Contemporary Poetry, Short Stories, and Essays 

Tardiness / Attendance Policy
Although physicists and philosophers since Einstein have debated the reality of time and space, all of us (including me) will need to arrive at class on time in order for this shared illusion to function smoothly. Accordingly, I follow the SqHS tardy policy, which stipulates that four tardies in a semester will result in an After School Assignment (ASA) lasting half an hour, six tardies will result in Saturday School, and eight or more tardies will trigger an administrative referral and possibly a suspension. Being late by more than ten minutes constitutes an absence.

As for the attendance policy, if you have more than twelve absences in a semester, you could lose credit for the class. Your case will be referred to the house administrator for initiating an attendance contract; and a hearing board will determine whether or not you can receive course credit. 
Most importantly, if you have been absent, it is your responsibility—not mine—to request the notes and assignments that you have missed. The best way to find out what you have missed is to email me. You can also check the class calendar for assignment information at www.geocities.com/renoblake/index.html.

Restroom Policy
Please do not ask permission. Just take the hall-pass clipboard by the door. If you are gone for more than ten minutes, I will mark you absent. Only one person at a time may leave to use the restroom. Please do not abuse this liberty, lest you lose it forever. How grievous for those with five-minute passing periods!
Food, Drink, and Gum Policy
As a diabetic, I eat when I need to eat, so I extend the same privilege to you. You may eat and drink in the classroom, but please remember that this privilege is conditional. If empties, wrappers, and spilled coffee are left behind for me to clean up, I will prohibit food and drink in class. Finally, gum is not permitted because too many people believe desks to be the perfect graveyard for used-up corpses of gum.
Classroom Behavior Expectations
Our classroom will become a place for you to be passionate about your interests, to develop and express your unique perspectives, and to build constructive relationships with your peers. It should be obvious that such a comfortable classroom atmosphere is possible only when everyone treats each other with the utmost respect. If I think you are being unkind or disrespectful, we will talk privately and decide on some appropriate consequences. Conversely, if you ever feel that I am treating you disrespectfully, please talk to me about it privately. We can reach an understanding only by discussing the issue with mutual respect. More severe consequences will follow if these undesirable behaviors continue.

Plagiarism
To plagiarize is to use someone else’s words, opinions, or ideas without acknowledging their source. Therefore, even if you put someone else’s idea into your own words, you are still plagiarizing. To avoid plagiarizing, simply give credit where it is due by citing your sources. Please do not get yourself into trouble. If you are unsure what counts as plagiarism, just ask. If you are caught plagiarizing, however, several things will occur. For a first offense, school policy insists that you receive a zero on the assignment and that I notify the assistant principal and your parents. For a second offense, the consequences are identical, except that you also will lose credit for the class. 

Late Work
Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date. I will keep these dates posted on the whiteboard, on the assignment sheets, and on the class website. If you have an excused absence, you will have the number of days you were absent to get your work turned in. When turning in late work, be sure to write “Absent” and the dates you were absent on the top of your assignment. If some other legitimate emergency prevents you from completing an assignment on time, you need to arrange an extension with me at least a day in advance. 

Should you turn in late homework without making the necessary arrangements, you will receive half credit. On formal writing assignments, the grade is lowered ten percent for every day it is late.  
Grading Policy

Your overall grade is composed of formal writing assignments, class participation, notebook assignments, and occasional quizzes. The points earned on all assignments—no matter the category—are totaled and then divided by the total number of points possible to determine your overall grade in the class. For example, if you receive 125/150 on a formal writing assignment and 15/20 on a notebook assignment, your overall grade would be 140/170 or an 82% (B-). Since I strive to make my scoring expectations clear on every assignment, let me know if you have questions about them. The table on the right shows my grading scale.
Notebook Guidelines

For this English class, you will need to keep a 100-page notebook for all of your notes, shorter writing activities, reading responses, and other classroom assignments. This notebook cannot be shared with any of your other classes. I will collect these notebooks several times during the semester. You are responsible for keeping up with all notebook assignments. If you are absent, check the class website at www.geocities.com/renoblake, ask another student what you missed, and/or pick up recent handouts from the files on my desk.
Entries in the notebook need to be legible, clearly dated, and clearly titled, as in the example below:

9/7   Writing a Good Introduction for a Literary-Analysis 

1. Don’t be vague and wordy. Get right to the point.

2. The intro should merely help the reader understand the importance of the thesis statement.

3. The intro should also indicate how the essay will prove the thesis statement. This is the same thing as outlining the structure or organization of the essay.

I grade notebooks on thoughtfulness, thoroughness, neatness, and organization. Notebooks are usually scored out of 50 points—roughly half the point value of a major essay. If there is something in your notebook too personal for me to read, please label it plainly as such. I promise to honor your request. 

Semester Portfolio Assignment

Keep all of your assignments—especially the formal writing assignments with my extensive, brilliant, and helpful comments. At the end of the semester in January, you will be completing a semester portfolio. The portfolio is a folder containing at least two of your longer writing projects for the semester; reflections on those projects; and, if you choose, revisions of those writing projects. But if you want to revise, you must have the original final draft with my comments! No exceptions! 
Questions, Comments, Issues?
If you have questions or comments about the class, you can discuss them with me at any time. I want to make English 9 an interesting and challenging experience for you, so I am always eager to listen to your ideas and input. The best way to contact me is by email at rblake@bham.wednet.edu. But I also can be reached by telephone at 360-676-6471 ext. 5186 or in person during my second-period planning.

Sincerely,

Mr. Blake
Please sign and detach THIS PAGE ONLY and submit it to me by the due date. The rest of the syllabus is yours to keep and to refer to as needed.

I have read and understood the guidelines and policies for Mr. Blake’s English 9 class.
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* Literary materials were selected based on the identified outcomes for each course. Alternative materials that meet those outcomes are available. Students and/or parents/guardians may request alternative materials. Please see the teacher for details.
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