American Literary Movements and Major Authors Project

 “Literary movement” is a term used to describe a collection of literature that is related in some way. Oftentimes literature is affected by the social and political events of the time. Major events can cause a shift in the ideas and values communicated through art. Further, art and writing itself can create these movements.  Literary movements give us context when we read and they can teach us about history, our world and our humanity. 

This is a research project. You will be assigned to a group and asked to research an American literary movement. Your research will result in a poster and presentation with the goal of informing the class about your literary movement.

	Purpose

· To provide students with a basic outline of the major American literary movements and authors

· To practice internet research skills

· To synthesize information from a variety of sources

· To review and properly apply MLA citation format to researched information

· To practice and problem solve in the sometimes complicated task of working together as a group for a common goal 

· To have a classroom of “resident experts” on some of the authors we will study this semester


Your group will:

1. Research your assigned literary movement on the internet, taking notes and keeping track of the sources.

2. Put together a visually attractive, easy to follow and informative wall display that provides information about the movement, including:

a. The name

b. Time period

c. Philosophy and/or purpose of the movement

d. Historical connections to the movement and other influences

e. Characteristics of the writing from the movement

f. At least one art work depicting the time frame or parallel to the movement itself

g. A list of some of the authors and works from this movement

h. A list of at least four research resources in MLA format

3. Present your project to the class.

4. Fill out a worksheet of basic information on the other literary movement presentations.

These projects will go up on the wall in chronological order (roughly–there will be some overlap), so please make yours longer horizontally rather than diagonally. See examples.  

Some helpful websites

http://usinfo.state.gov/products/pubs/oal/oaltoc.htm (Great page for time periods)

http://guweb2.gonzaga.edu/faculty/campbell/enl311/litfram.html (Some movements on this page)

http://www.bibliomania.com/2/3/270/frameset.html  (Good page for authors)

Also try a web search engine.  I suggest typing in American literature + the name of your movement.

Group Roles

Everyone does the research and helps out with all parts of the project, but you will also have specialty areas of responsibility.  You are graded on how well you are fulfilling your role, as well as how much you contribute to the overall team.
Poster Coordinator (You are artistic, neat, skilled at delegating, organizing and following through)
The poster coordinator makes sure that the group has a common vision as to what the final project will look like and helps lead the group to that goal.  That does not mean that the poster coordinator gets everyone’s materials, takes the project home and does it her/himself. Instead, coordinator delegates tasks and uses the talents of others to see that the project is a product of all of the group’s talents.  The coordinator needs to make sure everyone is one the same page as far a the color of construction paper and pens, placement of pieces on the project and the overall. This person needs to be aware of the big picture and follow up on all the little pieces that go into this.  

MLA Supervisor (You are detail oriented, organized, good at email, and Word formatting)

The MLA Supervisor makes sure that the MLA citations for the project are correct, all fit together and have the necessary information.  With so many people, it would be easy to have things get chaotic, but the MLA supervisor can take all the MLA information from everyone (I suggest having them email it to you) and put it together as a whole. 

Editor (You are detail oriented, skilled in grammar and punctuation, patient)
The editor’s job is to make sure all the t’s are crossed and the i’s are dotted – essentially the editor looks for all those little mistakes and helps the group members fix them before they go up on the wall.  If there are only three people in your group, this role gets shared by all.

Communicator (You are organized, motivated, willing to help, friendly, and team oriented)
This person has a very important role!  The Communicator is the liaison between the other groups members, making sure each part is contributing to the whole.  This role requires that you helps others along as needed, call people if they are absent, get group members back on task when they are off (politely, of course – just as you’d want to be treated if you got a little distracted) and make sure the whole group is acting smoothly as a unit. The Communicator may have to help smooth over problems, make sure different parts of the group are aware of what the other parts are doing, and communicate with the teacher if the group needs some outside intervention. The Communicator must be aware of group dynamics and work to ensure that every person feel valued and trusted.

Source Information

Source information includes:  


        If any piece of information is missing, skip it and go to the next one.

	       Website: 






Author



Title (webpage)



Source (website title)

Publishing date 

Publisher/Organization



Web address
	       Book:



Author



Book Title



Publisher location



Publisher



Date



Page number(s)


Examples:


Smith, Sunny. “Biography of Dr. Martin Luther King.”  A King American. 5 July 2005. Center for Black History.  14 Sept. 2007. <www.kingamerican.com/biography/html>.


Zinnser, Margaret. The Romantics. New York: Simon & Shuster, 1954.

Research Notes

Name:________________________________  Literary Movement:__________________________

Each person individually researches the literary movement.  KEEP TRACK OF YOUR SOURCES!

	Required information
	Notes
	Source information

(see previous page)

	Time period


	
	

	Philosophy/

purpose
	
	

	Historical connections
	
	

	Characteristics of the writing
	
	

	Major authors and works
	
	


Then meet as a group:

1. Share your research and combine information.

2. Each person should choose a section, blend the information from the various resources, type this up and send it to the editor for review.

3. The information may be in bullet form, but must be in your own words.  If you want to quote someone directly, use quotation marks.

4. Your sources will go on your poster in a Works Cited sections, but remember that you need give a short form of each source behind each piece of information, known as the in-text citation.  (See example projects.)

Name:_________________________________________________

Group Members:_________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Reflection on the work of my group and on my own contributions:

Literary Movement Author Research
This is an individual, independent portion of the project.  

Individually you will:

1. Choose one influential, well-known author from your literary movement

2. Research this author.

3. Create a display on this author (to add to your group’s display), including:

a. Author’s name

b. Picture

c. Birth and death dates

d. A list of major works

e. An excerpt of the author’s work

f. A short essay (250 words or so), written in your own words, highlighting the most interesting pieces of information you learned about this author

g. A list of at least three research resources in MLA format

4. Read something from this author’s works.  Try for a short story.  If this author only wrote novels, then read the first chapter of a novel.  If this author only wrote poems, then read at least twenty of the author’s poems.  Write up a reaction paper including:

a. A synopsis of what you read

b. Some insight into the important and meaning of what you read

c. What this writing tell you about this author, the time period or the literary movement in which it was written

d. Your thoughts on the story, chapter or some of the specific poems

e. At least 350 words

5. Be prepared to share your knowledge with the class.

Evaluation Guidelines

Group Project Score

	
	Great
	Admirable
	Needs work
	This is a problem

	Project is visually easy to follow and appealing 
	
	
	
	

	Quality shown on all required elements
	
	
	
	

	Project is informative and accurate 
	
	
	
	

	Proper MLA format
	
	
	
	


_____ out of 30 points

Group Presentation Score

	
	Great
	Admirable
	Needs work
	This is a problem

	Prepared, smooth, professional presentation; voice and volume clear; appropriate pacing and enthusiasm
	
	
	
	

	Equal participation by group members
	
	
	
	

	Information is thorough, clear and in-depth enough to give audience members full information for worksheet
	
	
	
	

	Productive troubleshooting if members were absent
	
	
	
	


_____ out of 10 points

Individual Project Score

	
	Great
	Admirable
	Needs work
	This is a problem

	Regular attendance (or contacted group and made up missed work)
	
	
	
	

	Effort: always on-task, helping out, followed instructions
	
	
	
	

	Quality work with all required elements
	
	
	
	

	Attentive and professional fulfillment of group role
	
	
	
	

	Honest, accurate scoring of self and group evaluation
	
	
	
	


_____ out of 30 points

Major American Literary Movements (to the 1950s)

	Movement name
	Time period
	Philosophy/purpose/historical content
	Characteristics of the writing
	Major authors and works

	Revolution and Enlighten-ment
	
	
	
	Thomas Paine –

Ben Franklin –

Washington Irving –

James Fennimore Cooper –

Phyllis Wheatley –



	Women 

Reformers
	
	
	
	Elizabeth Cady Stanton –

Sojourner Truth –

Harriet Beacher Stowe –



	Slave Narratives
	
	
	
	Fredrick Douglas – 

Harriet Jacobs –

Booker T. Washington –



	Romantic Movement
	
	
	
	Margaret Fuller –

Emily Dickenson –

Herman Melville –



	Transcen- 

dentalism
	
	
	
	Henry David Thoreau –

Ralph Waldo Emerson –

Walt Whitman –



	American 

Gothic
	
	
	
	Nathaniel Hawthorne –

Edgar Allan Poe –

Mary Shelly –



	Realism
	
	
	
	Mark Twain –

Henry James –

Willa Cather –

James Weldon Johnson –

Booker T. Washington—



	Harlem Renaissance
	
	
	
	Zora Neal Hurston –

Jean Toomer –

Langston Hughes –

Countee Cullen –

Claude McKay –



	Naturalism
	
	
	
	Steven Crane –

John Steinbeck –

Richard Wright –

Edith Wharton –

Theodore Dreiser –



	Modernism
	
	
	
	Dorothy Parker –

James Thurber –

E.B. White –

Gertrude Stein –

Robert Frost –

Wallace Stevens –

Sinclair Lewis –

Eugene O’Neil –

Thornton Wilder –



	Experimental Poets
	
	
	
	T.S. Eliot –

Ezra Pound –

e.e. cummings –

William Carlos Williams –

Marianne Moore –



	New American Realism
	
	
	
	William Faulkner –

Earnest Hemmingway –

F. Scott Fiztgerald –



	The Beats
	
	
	
	Jack Kerouac –

Allen Ginsberg –

William Burroughs –

Gary Snyder –
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