Fooling with Words Close-Reading Assignment (20 points)

This assignment has two parts.  First of all, for the block-day video you are to read the Fooling with Words handout—just the poems and the brief introductions to each poet. Reading the poems before seeing the video will help you appreciate the video more. Hearing the poets perform their poetry will also offer new insights into the meaning of the poems that you already have read. 

Secondly, you are to write a brief interpretative analysis (no more than a typed page) of the one poem that interests you the most. Observe the following guidelines when writing your typed close reading:
1. Start by asking open-ended questions about your poem, much as you have done with the riddles in class. Once you have a question that seems to pull you deeply into the poem, formulate an answer to it. Your answer will serve as the thesis statement in the brief interpretation you will be writing.

2. In supporting your interpretation, explain what is implied by word choice, imagery, similes, metaphors, patterns, or anything else that captures your notice. What ideas or emotions are suggested? Support your explanations with specific quotes.
3. Organize your close reading in body paragraphs with textual support and adequate explanation. 
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