Catcher in the Rye Discussion: Chapters 13-22

In a few sentences at least, explain your responses to the questions below, finding quotes to support your explanations. Provide page citations as well.

1. Sunny and Maurice. Why doesn’t he “feel like” messing around with Sunny? Who is right about the $5 rate, Sunny and Maurice, or Holden? Why does Holden resist paying the extra $5? Why does he cry? 

2. Why does Holden pretend he’s in the movies after Maurice punches him? What might that symbolize?

3. What is the symbolic connection between cheap suitcases and the nuns? Give special attention to Holden’s feelings of guilt in this chapter.

4. What is the real motive for Holden’s reluctance to sleep with Sunny? Explain with evidence.

5. The passage that describes how Holden told Allie he couldn’t shoot BB guns with him is in the very middle of the book. It’s also considered the key to all of Holden’s psychological and behavioral issues. Explain the connection between that event, the red hunting hat, and all of his displaced aggression. See pp. 37-38 in particular.

6. What is it about children and childhood that Holden values so much?

7. What does the “Little Shirley Beans” record symbolize (114, 154)?

8. What does the museum symbolize to Holden? Why doesn’t he go inside once he gets there?

9. In terms of their attitudes toward life, what is ironic about Holden’s desire to marry Sally Hayes and live in a cabin in Vermont or Massachusetts?

10. Holden says that the tuxedo-wearing roller skater was a “very good skater and all, but I couldn’t enjoy it much because I kept picturing him practicing to be a guy that roller skates on the stage” (137). What insights does this observation give us into Holden’s attitude toward school and life in general?

11. What does Holden’s encounter with Carl Luce reveal about Holden?

