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Name: ____________________________










Vignette: ____________________________

Directions: For the next reading assignment of three or four vignettes, you have four tasks:

1. Select an important and meaningful quotation from one of the assigned vignettes.

2. Explain what the quotation implies. Use the clues given in your quote to draw two or three meaningful inferences.

3. Select two stylistic devices in the vignette (similes, metaphors, personification, symbols, sentence length, word choice, repetition, etc.) and explain what effect the device has and how it contributes to the larger message of the vignette. 

4. What connections do you see between your quotation and other vignettes in the novel?










	Quotations

	Responses

	
	Inferences:  

Stylistic devices:  

Connections:
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Name: _____________________________

 Vignette: “Laughter”                         

Directions: For the next reading assignment of three or four vignettes, you have four tasks:

5. Select an important and meaningful quotation from one of the assigned vignettes.

6. Explain what the quotation implies. Use the clues given in your quote to draw two or three meaningful inferences.

7. Select two stylistic devices in the vignette (similes, metaphors, personification, symbols, sentence length, word choice, repetition, etc.) and explain what effect the device has and how it contributes to the larger message of the vignette. 

8. What connections do you see between your quotation and other vignettes in the novel?










	Quotations

	Responses

	“Rachel and Lucy look at me like I’m crazy, but before they can let out a laugh, Nenny says: Yes, that’s Mexico all right. That’s what I was thinking exactly.”

“Not the shy ice cream bells giggle of Rachel and Lucy’s family, but all of a sudden and surprised like a pile of dishes breaking.”
	Inferences: 

Rachel and Lucy are African-Americans from Texas, and they have no experiences of Mexico to draw from, so Esperanza’s statement makes no sense to them. But Nenny, her sister, is Mexican like Esperanza. Besides having similar laughs, they have a shared culture. Nenny and Esperanza have a close bond in sharing this culture, which makes them different from Rachel and Lucy, who have a different cultural background. The quote also implies that living with kids in the ghetto is competitive. Rachel and Lucy were just about to tease Esperanza for saying something like that, but Nenny cut them off.

Stylistic devices:  

Two similes in this quote imply the vast differences between the two sets of sisters. Rachel and Lucy laugh in a very quiet and subdued way, but Nenny and Esperanza laugh in a raucous, uninhibited way. Their different ways of laughing imply the differences in the girls themselves. These similes imply that there are certain unavoidable differences between people, and Esperanza is beginning to learn about them as she grows up.

Connections: 

This vignette connects with the “Hair” vignette where she describes all the differences in her family’s hair and how special her mom’s hair is. Esperanza is learning to appreciate and to study the differences in people. She is also forming her own identity as a Chicana in Chicago. She and her sister have a legitimate way of seeing things (such as the way a house can look like Mexico) and a way of behaving (laughing loudly). Other people and other cultures have different cultures.




