Crooklyn Questions

Both The House on Mango Street and Crooklyn explore the difficulties that large minority families have in fulfilling the stereotypical American dream of happiness, prosperity, and tranquility. Mango, as you recall, is set in a Latino section of Chicago in the 1960s, while Crooklyn takes place in Brooklyn during the 1970s. Owing to similarities in setting and in the circumstances of their characters, there are many parallels and intersections between the novella and the movie. Let the questions below guide you in comparing Mango and Crooklyn.

Responses to these questions are due at the beginning of class on Friday and will be considered late if turned in afterwards. All responses must include specific details to support your opinions.

1. In which family or neighborhood would you rather grow up, that of Mango or Crooklyn? Explain your response with specific and compelling details.

2. Explain with at least three specific details how the personality of Troy in Crooklyn is similar to Esperanza in The House on Mango Street.

3. If Viola’s house in Virginia is supposed to represent the typical American dream, why is Troy so uncomfortable there? Explain with at least two specific details.
4. We have discussed how Esperanza has matured physically, emotionally and intellectually throughout the course of Mango. How does Troy mature in Crooklyn? That is, what has Troy learned by the end of the movie? How has she changed? Explain with at least two specific details.
5. What desires or ambitions does Troy seem to have? In other words, what seems to be motivating her character? Explain with at least two specific details.
6. In Mango, many social constraints, such as poverty, racism, and sexism, oppose the fulfillment of Esperanza’s dream of independence and individual self-worth. What constraints in Crooklyn seem to oppose Troy’s ambitions and how does she overcome them or does she overcome them? Explain with at least two specific details.
7. Bell Hooks, the celebrated feminist cultural critic, complains in her essay “Crooklyn: the denial of death” that “Order is restored in the Carmichael house when the dominating mother figure dies. The emergence of patriarchy is celebrated, marked by the subjugation of Troy. After the mother dies, all problems in the Carmichael household ‘magically’ disappear. Life not only goes on without her, it is more harmonious.”  How are gender stereotypes reinforced and/or undermined in Crooklyn? Explain with at least two specific details.
