Catcher in the Rye Discussion: Chapters 18-22

In a few sentences at least, explain at least one quote to support your opinion. Provide page citations.

1. What is it about children and childhood that Holden values so much?

2. What does the “Little Shirley Beans” record symbolize (114, 154)?

3. What does the museum symbolize to Holden? Why doesn’t he go inside once he gets there?

4. Why is Holden obsessed with calling Jane, but he only ever calls Sally Hayes, whom he considers so phony?
5. Holden says that the tuxedo-wearing roller skater was a “very good skater and all, but I couldn’t enjoy it much because I kept picturing him practicing to be a guy that roller skates on the stage” (137). What insights does this observation give us into Holden’s attitude toward school and life in general?

6. What is significant about Holden’s getting drunk and visiting the duck lagoon. In symbolic terms, what does it imply?
7. Come up with one good open-ended question and respond to it.

