Introductory Assignment for Mr. Blake’s American Literature I Class

I propose to lecture to bare branches….But is it not apparent…that the lack of an audience breeds edifying candor in the speaker? and leads him presently to overhear a discovery of his actual opinion?

—John Charteris, a character in James Branch Cabell’s Beyond Life
For this assignment, I am asking you to write yourself a letter at least a page in length—typed and double spaced (400 words). In this letter, I want you to explain why schools bother to make such a fuss about reading literature and writing about it. Please don’t tell me what you think I want to hear. I would much rather listen to your actual, honest opinion on the subject. Just as the epigraph suggests, write in such a way that you can overhear the discovery of your real opinion. Make yourself the audience for this assignment. Tell yourself as much of the truth as you are willing to hear.

Come up with a theory of your own. What value do English classes have? Try not to parrot back what former English teachers have claimed about their classes. What do you think about it? Don’t be afraid to be original. All I ask is that you explain your theory so I can understand it. Your letter is due tomorrow, September 5. We’ll discuss these letters in class tomorrow.

Thanks,

Mr. Blake
Introductory Assignment for Mr. Blake’s American Literature I Class

I propose to lecture to bare branches….But is it not apparent…that the lack of an audience breeds edifying candor in the speaker? and leads him presently to overhear a discovery of his actual opinion?

—John Charteris, a character in James Branch Cabell’s Beyond Life
For this assignment, I am asking you to write yourself a letter at least a page in length—typed and double spaced (400 words). In this letter, I want you to explain why schools bother to make such a fuss about reading literature and writing about it. Please don’t tell me what you think I want to hear. I would much rather listen to your actual, honest opinion on the subject. Just as the epigraph suggests, write in such a way that you can overhear the discovery of your real opinion. Make yourself the audience for this assignment. Tell yourself as much of the truth as you are willing to hear.

Come up with a theory of your own. What value do English classes have? Try not to parrot back what former English teachers have claimed about their classes. What do you think about it? Don’t be afraid to be original. All I ask is that you explain your theory so I can understand it. Your letter is due tomorrow, September 5. We’ll discuss these letters in class tomorrow.

Thanks,

Mr. Blake
