Describe your key achievements, favourite activities and interests and explain how they represent the values and beliefs that you hold strongly to.

Mathematics has always been one of my strengths. Apart from excelling in the Mathematics curriculum, I have been participating actively in various Mathematics competitions. For ‘International Competitions For Schools (Mathematics)', I achieved High Distinction in 1998 and Distinction in 1999. For ‘Australian Mathematics Competition’, I was in the Top 0.3% of the cohort in 2001 and was awarded a prize certificate. I also got High Distinction in 2002 and Distinction in 2000 and 2003. For ‘Singapore Secondary School Mathematics Olympiad’, I achieved Gold Award in 2001 and 2002, Silver in 2003. I was also awarded Certificate of Distinction for ‘American Mathematics Competitions’ and qualified to take part in ‘American Invitational Mathematics Examination (AIME)’ in 2003 and 2005.

I spend most of my time reading novels, surfing the net and listening to music. I enjoy reading novels because it provokes my thinking, especially mystery and detective stories, which I will try to predict what the outcome would be. I also spend a great deal of time on the computer, surfing the net, reading my email and chatting with my friends. Like many of the teenagers, I play computer games as well. The Internet can be used to do research, especially for Project Work and also to act a bridge between the school/teachers and us, students. I like listening to music as well, both English and Chinese pop music. To me, music serves as a form of relaxation when I’m under enormous pressure especially during the examination period.

I firmly believe in meritocracy. I believe that everyone should have equal chances and opportunities. Every individual is unique and I feel that everyone should be given the chance to develop their potential to the fullest. 

I strongly believe in diligence as well. Any amount of talent, without hard work, nothing can be achieved. To achieve success, everyone must put in his or her effort. Teamwork is vital in order to accomplish tasks and there is no room for complacency and arrogance. One should not be self-centred and adopt a laissez-faire attitude as well. Regardless of our family background or occupation, we should always be humble and adopt a positive attitude. When encountering with problems or difficulties, someone who is optimistic will certainly have an easier time and probably come up with feasible solutions in a short time, whereas someone who is pessimistic will have a hard time getting untangled from the conundrum.

Lastly, respect should not be missed out. I believe we should respect each and every individual, especially those who are much more experienced. Many people have walked through paths which are similar to what we are going through and it is imperative that we listen to what they have to say and benefit from some of their experiences and advices, for example, not committing the same mistake which they did and so on. I believe experience is something that is very valuable and the only way to gain it is to respect others and listen to their advices. 

