Joe’s Thoughts on the Issues
Taxes
My position on taxes is very simple – we need a fair flat tax that taxes everybody the same across the board, with no special exemptions or tax breaks.  I always heard that ignorance of the law is no excuse – well, our current tax system is so confusing that the average citizen cannot understand it.  Besides paying our taxes, we have to pay somebody else to do our taxes for us!
Our current tax system is set up to penalize the person who works hard and is successful.  The more money you make, the higher your tax rate.  Until you make a whole lot of money – then you get all kinds of tax breaks to keep you from actually paying the higher tax rate.
We need to make it fair for everybody.  Some people say that the flat tax isn’t fair because “the rich should pay more”.  I may not have fancy degrees from fancy universities, but I learned enough math to know that 10% of a million dollars is a lot more than 10% of $50,000. 

Illegal Immigration

It’s time to get tough on illegal immigration.  Easier said than done, I know.  Governor Rick Perry of Texas has some great ideas about how to do this, but he can’t get Congress to listen to him.  I’ve initiated contact with Gov. Perry’s administration to find out more about his plans and to let him know that I am more than willing to listen to anybody who has concrete ideas about how to fix this huge problem.
If you’ve read this far on my website, you’ve figured out that I’m not politically correct.  I refuse to call these people “undocumented immigrants” – if you entered our country illegally, you’re an illegal.

Some people are in favor of building a fence or wall to keep illegal immigrants out.  I don’t agree.  I’m afraid that “government as usual” would take over, politically connected companies would get the contracts to build the wall, it would be sub-contracted down through a million levels, and who would finally get paid to do the actual work? -- illegal immigrants!  We need to crack down on the laws we already have on the books, make it more than a slap on the wrist for companies who hire illegals, and then send them back once we catch them!
And I am absolutely, 100% against giving illegal aliens a driver’s license or any kind of governmental financial aid.  If you want to receive Medicaid or food stamps, or any other money, you must go through the proper process.
Abortion

I am pro-life.  I’m in favor of limited exceptions in cases of incest, forcible rape or to save the life of the mother.  But I do not believe in abortion as birth control.  
Welfare

When I was lucky enough to go to Pontchartrain Beach in New Orleans.  I remember being fascinated by the chicken in the glass case.  You put a quarter in the machine, a light blinked, and the chicken started dancing.  Then a few kernels of corn would slide down a chute for the chicken to eat.  Even this chicken, with one of the smallest brains in the animal kingdom, was smart enough to know that you don’t get something for nothing.

I believe in workfare, not welfare.  I believe in giving people a helping hand when they need it, but I’m in favor of putting a time limit – maybe 2 years – on how long a person can continue to receive “free” money from the government.  Because you and I know that it’s not really free – that money comes from you and me.
Gun Control

I am against gun control.  I firmly believe in the right to bear arms.  That said, I also believe that people should be responsible in how they use guns, and should keep them safely secured.  Gun control takes guns from responsible citizens and ensures that only the criminals will have them.

