Violations of the Women’s Rights in China

      Article 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states “The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection by society and the State.” Women’s reproduction rights are violated in China because of the government’s policy. China’s preference for baby boys has created a strong gender skew with around 118 male births for every 100 female births. Male dominance is still prominent. China's coercive family planning policy has enforced the gender skew across the nation as some couples chose to abort female unborn children in favor of a son. 

The Chinese government has failed to prevent abuses of the fundamental rights of female children. China’s population control policy is one child per family. The policy describes female children as “difficulties” for families. As a result millions of girls (some five percent of female babies who should be born every year, about half a million annually) are “missing”, due to infanticide, sex-selective abortion, neglect, or abandonment as well as non-registration, which can make it impossible for children to attend school or claim other benefits. Therefore, discrimination against girls is tacitly accepted as part of the population control policy.

           Another way to get around the policy of one child per family is to put girls up for adoption. The children in the Chinese orphanages look staved for food and affection. The Chinese institutions, also administer sedatives to some children selected for death. They use false diagnoses as cover-ups. They cremate the remains of starved children. They employ physicians, many of whom probably tell themselves that the children dying under their care would have died anyway. Extra people to feed are considered “useless eaters” in a country challenged by scarce food resources. 

            The law’s restrictions applied equally to Mainland Chinese and foreigners. To adopt a healthy infant from an orphanage, the parent or parents had to be over 35 and childless. Parents with children by birth or adoption were required to adopt “special needs” children (although this regulation was not always enforced, particularly for foreigners). Recently a new policy allows both Chinese and foreigners over age 30 to adopt healthy infants even if they have children already. 

There is a case of a Chinese woman who was deported to China in 1997 and forced to have an abortion 10 days before she was due to give birth. Pregnant Chinese women held in the Port Redland detention center have been volunteering for abortions. This is because they don't want to risk their pregnancies being terminated in late term if they're deported to China. Their fear was that if they were to be returned to China pregnant without appropriate permission from the Chinese authorities that they would face late term abortion. They begged to be given an opportunity to have the children here. 

There are a number of types of violations of human rights which affect large numbers of Chinese women. For example hundreds of thousands of women have been abducted or tricked into virtual slavery as “wives” or prostitutes. Law enforcement campaigns against trafficking have allegedly reduced this crime. However (HRIC), Human Rights in China, believes because of restrictions on information, to prosecute buyers of women, corruption and indifference among local officials, and lack of services to victims the Chinese government has thus far failed in its responsibility to eliminate this modern slave trade.

I first learned about the problems of Chinese women from a girl I knew in Mexico. She lived in China for few years but was not Chinese. Because she didn’t have rights to protect herself, she was obligated to have sex with her father. When she became pregnant, she aborted her daughter. I know she was 16 years old, and her parents were divorced.


I encourage all the women around the world to unite, and fight for their rights. Together they could change the government’s policy on women’s reproductive rights.  Then women would be respected and treated for what they really are—women.               

Leidy 

Southwest Senior High School

Grade 9


