Human Rights Violation in Venezuela

Article 3:  Everyone has the Right to life, liberty and security of person.
Article 5:  No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or

degrading treatment or punishment.
            While Venezuela has increasingly come under the spotlight of international public attention for its appalling human rights record suffered by members of its adult population, one extraordinary fact has remained all but undiscovered. Children in Venezuela are also at risk of serious human rights violations, including extrajudicial killings and torture, as well as ill treatment and arbitrary detentions. The cases documented in this essay reveal that the right to life and physical integrity for minors under age 18 is being flagrantly violated by members of the Venezuelan Security Forces who take justice into their own hands and blatantly abuse state powers entrusted to them. Furthermore, leading human rights organizations in Venezuela have over the last few years repeatedly expressed a growing concern regarding the deterioration of the situation of children’s human rights and the number and type of violations committed against them.

The most frequently accused of such human rights violations are members of the Metropolitan Police (PM), the Municipal Police (PM), The Judicial Technical Police (PTJ), The National Guard (GN), The Venezuelan Army, prison guards and other special security force units.  President Rafael Caldera declared 1997 to be the “Year of Human Rights” in Venezuela, and expressed his government’s commitment to improve the human rights situation in the country.  I’m doing this essay to raise concern about this mostly undisclosed, widespread and alarming pattern, and because I believe that the severity and the growing frequency of current human rights violations against children needs the attention of the Venezuelan government and the international community.    

    Amnesty International has received 10 unconfirmed reports of the killing and torture of minors by security agents in Venezuela. For example, on May 8, 2001, 16 year-old Erick Juan Lucena was apparently shot by members of the Metropolitan Police in Caracas.  The police attempted to cover up the crime by making the victim appear to be a criminal. In June, Ronald Rafael Guillen Dugarte, also 16, was reportedly badly beaten and tortured by members of the Military Intelligence Division and the National Guard in Merida.

When I was in Venezuela someone told me that my cousin was in trouble with the police. The police were following him for a couple of years.  One day a group of thieves killed a woman in the capital city of the country, Caracas.  That woman was the mother of a powerful general of the army.  He got mad because of his mother’s death.  He organized a group of men that formed an elite force that killed all the bandits in every state.  One morning my cousin was riding a bicycle and a police car stopped him and made him get into the car and they took him to a separate place out of town.  They made him run and they shot three times at him.  After that they made my cousin appear in the newspaper with a gun in one hand as a delinquent.  The police took justice into their own hands and violated my cousin’s human rights.  I’m here to tell about my cousin’s story.  But many stories are never told.  People need to tell the stories of abuse so the international community knows the truth about life in Venezuela. 
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