Gresley


Deep rivers run silently, but shallow streams are very noisy.


This proverb means that when a person has many abilities or is really wise, much of the time the person is quiet and modest and doesn’t boast.


Other people of little ability or knowledge are like a big nothing, but often try to be eccentric and call attention to themselves pretending to know about something.  But, their stupidity is found out in the end.


Therefore, in daily life you can often see the application of this proverb.  This proverb really summarizes the qualities of the real truth about life in just a few words.  Sometimes you see how people want to be something that they are not because the truth is that they don’t have the qualities and intelligence for that kind of thing.  That is why they are so eccentric, and they make themselves the center of attention.  But, really they are nothing.


While the ignorant people are getting a lot of attention talking about things about which they know little, the intelligent people just stay quiet and keep their knowledge to themselves in modesty.

Memories


I remember many times in my childhood when my mom told me the meaning of this proverb.  She told me this especially when I was doing something wrong.  That’s why I always keep it in mind.  This is a good lesson about how people really are.  The wisest people often go unnoticed.  Sometimes we judge people by what they do, but people are not always what they seem to be or what you imagine them to be.


One time my mom told me this proverb when I was about ten years old.  She told me this when we were living in my beautiful country, Cuba.  We lived in Havana.  I was in front of our modest house studying with some of my friends.  We were a big group.  Then, another group of children cam and interrupted us while we were studying.  We were not wise people, but at least we were working hard to be somebody in the future.  The other group started talking about stupid things.  They thought that they were more intelligent than we were just because they were bigger than we were.  I remember that they were really eccentric and really stupid.  Our group just stayed quiet.  Then my mom came out and told this proverb to those guys, and when they finally analyzed it, the just left us alone.  “God saved us,” I said.


If it wasn’t for my mom, I don’t know what would have happened.  This proverb is the truth of life!

