Negatives

Only one negative word is allowed in a sentence in the English language.

The following list contains words that are regarded as negative. If you use them in your sentences once, your statements will be negative. 

	no 

not 

none 

nothing 

nowhere 

neither 
	nobody 

no one 

hardly 

scarcely 

barely

	
	

	Positive Construction 

negative + negative


	Negative Construction 

negative + positive




	WRONG
	CORRECT

	I hardly have none.
	I hardly have any.

	I don’t want nothing.
	I don’t want anything.

	I don’t want none.
	I don’t want any.

	I didn’t do none (nothing).
	I didn’t do anything.

	I didn’t call nobody.
	I didn’t call anyone.

	He didn’t go nowhere on vacation.
	He didn’t go anywhere on vacation.

	She didn’t work with no one.
	She didn’t work with anyone.

	I barely got none.
	I barely got any.


Exercise 

On a sheet of paper, rewrite these sentences so that none of them contains double negatives. 

1. I think the new financial initiative will not last barely a month. 

2. The researcher decided not to run the test again because the results from previous tests were hardly reliable. 

3. Since his last speech gained little acceptance, the writer has not had no request to visit the forum again. 

4. The explorers finally discovered that the place where they landed did not have none of the minerals they wanted. 

5. The pilot could not find nowhere to land. 

6. After being replaced, the pipes did not run no water as expected. 

7. Arizona had scarcely no rain last summer. 

8. The storm rose so quickly that the road crews could not do nothing about clearing the highways. 

9. There is hardly no worse challenge than the one concerning national defense.

