"If you are with red ink, you'll turn red.

If you are with black ink, you'll turn black."

"Red" means good luck in China.  Mostly the people use that color for New Year's Eve.  They like to dress and decorate in red.  In olden days, the married couples both wore red.  The groom used to wear a red ribbon on the front of his chest.  So, red means good luck and happiness.

If you read between the lines of the first sentence, it means that good people give you good guidance and are a positive influence on you.

In this proverb the "red ink" is a kind of ink that the Chinese People use for their name stamps.  Mostly people stamp their name after they write or draw something.

The second sentence means that if you are with bad friends, they will be a bad influence on you, and you will do wrong things.  Black in China also means bad luck and sorrow.  And here the "black ink" means bad friends.

The eldest Chinese people always use this proverb to teach the youth how to choose their friends and to remind people that they are influenced by bad friends.

