Redrice Match Reports 24th January 2003

REDRICE MEN TOP PREMIERSHIP

Despite two defeats in their last four matches Redrice Men’s 1st Team find themselves top of the Hampshire Premier Division. The Oakwood Shopfitting sponsored team could only put out a weakened side away at Lee. Redrice number one, Michael Elford, missed his first match in two seasons, which meant Stuart Summers moved to the top of the order. He lost to former Redrice player Dean Watson (3-1). Tom Burnip (No.3) and Max V-Clark (No.4) were promoted from the Redrice 2nd team but each lost 3-0. Adrian Williams (No.5) moved up from the 3rd team and started badly, losing the opening games 10/8 9/5. Williams used all his experience to win the next two games and lead 7/3 in the final game. However, his opponent played the final few points the better to take the game 9/7. The only Redrice winner on the night was team captain Gary Hales who won 3-0 at number 2 string. The second defeat followed away at Winchester. The Redrice team was at full-strength for only the second time this season and was extremely close to victory, narrowly losing 3-2. Gary Hales (No.3) won 3-0 and “Ginge” Whiteman (No.4) won 3-1 to set the team on their way. Ray Burke (No.5) trailed 2-0 but saved match balls in both the third and fourth games taking them 10/8 and 10/9, respectively. Unfortunately, the fifth game was an anti-climax as the points quickly slipped away and the game was lost 9/2. Stuart Summers (No.2) had a typically frustrating encounter with Jon Foster. The first two games were lost due to impatience as the Winchester player used his experience, slowing down the play and punishing any loose shots from his opponent. Summers however turned things around in the third game taking it 9/1. This was due to some great retrieving by the Redrice player but at a physical cost. The legs began to tire in the fourth game and it was lost 9/4. Michael Elford (No.1) had the huge task of trying to win the match for Redrice by defeating Tim Vail (England top 40 player). Elford played as well as he has ever done against Vail but natural racket skills overcame formidable retrieving and the match was lost 9/7 9/3 9/6. Two victories in a week quickly reversed the Redrice 1st team’s fortunes. A 3-2 win away at bottom side Trojans was achieved thanks to comfortable wins by Elford, Summers and Hales. Neil Dyke picked up one game at number four-string whist Sue Williams went down 3-0 despite taking a 7/0 lead in the third game. Cannons Portsmouth proved to be a much harder challenge. Michael Elford was once again absent due to the professional squash tournament season beginning. On this occasion he received a late call up from the reserve list to play a tournament in Barcelona. However, fortune favoured the Redrice team. Ray Burke (No.3) won the vital match as he came back from 2-1 down to win 3-2. Gary Hales (No.2) won 3-0, as did Adrian Williams (No.5). Alex Antonius (No.4) lost 3-0 but could have taken any one of the three close games. Hitting good length and depth the odd mistake when taking the ball short was the only difference between the two players. Stuart Summers was once again promoted to number one string and he faced a formidable task against World top 70 player Mark Heather. The Hampshire Professional player won out 9/2 9/2 9/5 but the Redrice team gained 14 points and moved to the top of the league though 2nd placed Winchester still have a game in hand.

 
HAMPSHIRE SQUASH LEAGUES   -  PREMIER DIVISION





 

 
TEAM
P
W
L
POINTS F
POINTS A
 

 
Redrice 1
9
6
3
141
76
 

 
Winchester 1
8
7
1
132
49
 

 
New Forest
8
5
3
112
79
 

 
Cannons Portsmouth 1
9
4
5
101
115
 

 
Lee-on-Solent 1
8
5
3
99
87
 

 
Portsmouth Squash 1
8
5
3
98
78
 

 
Fair Oak 1
8
3
5
98
96
 

 
Abshot 1
9
3
6
86
120
 

 
Trojans 1
9
0
9
33
173
 

