Redrice Match Reports 20th October 2002

REDRICE TAKE ON THE WORLD

Redrice men’s 1st team, sponsored by Oakwood Shopfitting, have been drawn to play Colets in the second round of the National Club Team Championships. Both teams received a bye in the first round but it is the Surrey based team who have been drawn at home. Redrice will travel to play last seasons winners on Saturday 30th November. The Colets team is a formidable one as it will be led by the Australian Paul Price, who is the currently one of the top five players in the World. They will also have Scott Hanley (a World top 50 player), Mark Cairns (a former World top 10 player and England International) and Alan Thompson (one of the most capped players in Scottish Squash). Amazingly, they will also have Michael Elford in their team. Although Elford plays at number one for the Redrice team in the Hampshire League he also plays for Colets in the Surrey League. Redrice team manager Gary Hales accepts the situation “Michael has just turned professional and needs to play with and against the best players in this Country and the rest of the World. The Surrey League is one of the strongest Leagues in England and Colets is one of the strongest teams. Unfortunately, being realistic, if Michael did play for Redrice in this match it would not change the result. This way Michael will be eligible to play for Colets in subsequent rounds”. Hales will lead the team and a crowd of supporters will be travelling down to the match to see if the Hampshire team can produce a giant-killing performance. “It will be a tremendous experience for all the players to play against such high class opposition”.

Meanwhile, in the Hampshire Leagues the Redrice Junior Teams have made a start to their season at last. The Junior 1st team, sponsored by Weyhill Timber Products had a difficult opening match against last season’s champions of Division I, Winchester. Missing two first choice players the Redrice team of James Burke, Brett Farmer, Tom Rawnson and Tom Farmer all lost. But, there was no disgrace as the opposition were all County players, some with national rankings. The Junior 2nd Team faired better in their opening matches of Division IV. The MRT Castings Ltd sponsored team travelled to Southampton. Firstly, a draw was achieved against the home side, Trojans. Team captain Matt Dyke led the team with a 3-0 win at number one string. Tom Farmer (No.2) also won this time 3-1. Todd O’Malley (No.3) and Andrew Dyke (No.4) both had close opening games but lost out in three straight games. The second match, at the same venue, saw a 3-1 victory for the Redrice team. Once again Matt Dyke and Tom Farmer won, but Todd O’Malley sealed the win by also winning 3-0. Andrew Dyke once again put in a spirited performance, in only his first set of matches for the junior team, in his 3-0 defeat. There is a long gap now before the next round of League matches in December, but the juniors will have no rest during this time as Dean Felkler (under 17’s) and Matt Dyke (under 15’s) have Hampshire County Junior Squad sessions throughout November. Also, The Hampshire Graded Junior Championships, once again sponsored by Melting Pot Advertising & Design, will be held at Redrice the weekend of November 23rd & 24th.

The Redrice Men’s 2nd Team has put behind them their defeat in the opening match of the season by recording two successive victories. The Rappa Fencing sponsored team, defeated a young Lee II team 5-0 at home. Ben Thornton (No.1), Alex Antonius (No.2) and Tom Burnip (No.4) won 3-0. Team captain Neil Dyke (No.5) also won 3-0 against Lorna Russell (ranked No.14 in the Hampshire Ladies Ladder). Rhys Glide (No.3) played Chris Rand, a top Hampshire under 17 player, and had the best match of the evening. The youngster came back from one game down, taking the second 9/7. Glide regained control and won the third game 9/3. But the youngster responded by taking a large lead in the fourth. The Redrice player dug-deep and retrieved shots from all parts of the court to save several game balls before being presented with a match ball at 9-all. He needed only one opportunity and closed out the match 3-1. The team’s second win came down at Cannons Portsmouth II. This was a rearranged match, due to a mix up of courts at the Portsmouth Club earlier in the month. The Redrice team achieved an excellent result considering the absence of two key players, Alex Antonius and team captain Neil Dyke. Hampshire under 17 player Dean Felkler was asked to play at number five string. He lost 3-0, but Redrice 3rd team player Steve Reeves (No.4) produced a 3-1 win, which in the end proved decisive. Ben Thornton (No.1) and Rhys Glide (No.2) both played extremely well in achieving 3-0 wins and Tom Burnip (No.3) picked up a game in his 3-1 defeat.

There are many squash events taking place at Redrice in the next couple of months. As well as the Junior Graded Tournament at the end of November, squash professional Gary Hales is also organising an Open Graded Squash Tournament on November 2nd and 3rd. This is open to absolutely any juniors or adults to enter. The closing date is soon so contact Gary Hales for more details regarding both competitions on 01264 710555.

