Redrice Match Reports 18th November 2002

STREGNTH IN DEPTH AT REDRICE

Redrice Men’s 1st team has been grateful for the strength in depth it possesses at the club. In the first six matches of the season no fewer than 13 players have represented the team in Hampshire Premier Division matches. Thanks to 2nd and 3rd team players being available the Oakwood Shopfitting sponsored team lies 2nd, winning 5 out of its 6 matches. Away at Cannons Portsmouth was the only occasion the team was at full strength. A 4-1 win ensued with only Michael Elford losing to World No.69 Mark Heather. Stuart Summers, Ginge Whiteman, Gary Hales and Robbie Robinson all winning for Redrice. A leg injury to Whiteman and the added absence of Robinson did not bode well for the team in their next match. This was home to last season’s runners-up, New Forest. However, another convincing 4-1 win resulted. Ben Thornton (No.5) let slip a 2-0 lead and match points in the 5th game before succumbing 10-8 in the final game. Ray Burke (No.4) made an impressive start to the season winning 3-0, dropping only 5 points. Team captain Gary Hales (No.3) uncharacteristically lost the opening game but bounced back to take the next 3 games 9/0 9/0 9/5. Stuart Summers (No.2) had an incredibly tight 3-1 win as the scoreline would suggest 10/8 10/9 9/10 10/9 and Michael Elford made somewhat hard work of his 3-0 victory at number one string. The next visitors to Redrice were Abshot. Elford, Summers and Hales all won 3-0 at the top of the order. Second team player Rhys Glide (No.4) won 3-1 and third team captain Adrian Williams came in at number five string to win 3-0, giving the team a 5-0 victory. The bubble finally burst in the away match at Portsmouth Squash (formerly Portsmouth Grammar School). Once again missing Whiteman, Robinson and Burke the team had to call upon 2nd team player Neil Dyke and 3rd team player Steve Reeves. Both players did tremendously well against players of a higher standard. Dyke (No.4) won the 2nd game in his 1-3 defeat. Reeves (No.5) took a 2-0 lead, lost the third game easily but at 7-all in the 4th game still looked to have a chance of an upset. Unfortunately, it was not to be and the game was lost 7/9 followed by the 5th game 3/9. The top of the order once again had to provide the victories. Summers (No.2) couldn’t get to grips with his new rackets and was 0-2 down in no time. A change of racket and the next three games were won for the loss of just three points. Hales (No.3) faced an opponent who had very little patience, which was ideal for the Redrice player’s retrieving style. The match was over in 15 minutes with Hales only dropping one point.  The overall result of the match now depended on the number one string match. Elford was against Jamie Davis, a very experienced Nationally ranked player. Elford struggled to dominate the game yet only lost the opening game 7/9. The 2nd game was close until at 4-all Davis made a string of errors, showing signs of tiredness, giving Elford the game 9/4. This could have been the turning point but it was the Portsmouth player who was the more aggressive and positive at the start of the third game. A large lead developed which Elford did well to catch up but he lost it 7/9. The 4th game went away from Elford very quickly and was lost 3/9. This defeat was the first for Redrice in the Premier Division for 18 months. The team responded well with a hard fought home victory against Fair Oak. Ray Burke (No.4) returned for only his 2nd match of the season and he showed great patience and control in a long five-set match. The first game was amazing, as Burke found himself 0/7 down and he wasn’t playing badly. His opponent was making no mistakes at all. Burke stayed patient and gradually the mistakes arrived one by one and he caught up to take the game 10/8. Now in the ascendancy the 2nd game followed fairly quickly 9/2. The 3rd game should have been a formality but errors began to arrive from both players and it was the Fair Oak player who won it 9/5. The 4th game followed a similar pattern but this time Burke had the edge reaching match-ball at 8/5. However, he couldn’t close out the match and at 8-all elected to “set one”. The gamble lost and they went into a fifth game. The Redrice player made the better start and stayed ahead until a “no let” decision went against him. As a result several points were quickly lost and at 5/8 faced his first matchpoint. Burke survived it and with renewed aggression fought back and won the match on his 2nd match-ball 10/8. Meanwhile, Hales (No.3) had a comfortable 3-0 win and Summers (No.2) won by default as his opponent retired injured in the third game with the score at one game-all. Keith Reesby (No.5) moved up from the 3rd team and competed well in the first game before lack of match fitness let him down. The final score being 7/9 1/9 2/9. Elford (No.1) had an as expected tough encounter with England Over 35 International Martin Greenslade. Once again Elford had the edge winning 9/4 2/9 10/9 6/9 9/0.
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