Redrice Match Reports 7th October 2002

REDRICE LADIES FIND WINNING START

The Redrice Ladies 1st Team have started their second successive season in the top Hampshire Ladies division. Last season the Oakwood Shopfitting sponsored team finished strongly, and in the end comfortably retained their place in Division One. This season has started extremely well with two wins and a narrow defeat in their first three matches. The side has been strengthened by the return of Ros Hursell at number two string, who missed most of last season with a shoulder injury. Sue Williams heads the team at number one and Debbie Smith plays at number three. Jillian Hall (No.4) is team captain for a second season and Karen Sturgess completes the line-up.  The first success was a 5-0 home victory against Abshot. The top four players enjoyed comfortable 3-0 victories and Karen Sturgess received a walkover as the opposition failed to bring a fifth player. Two days later it was a different story as the team travelled to Beechdown. Sue Williams, as expected, won 3-0 and Debbie Smith also won but in five hard games. The third victory could not be achieved as Ros Hursell had three tight games but finished the loser with a score-line of 9/7 9/5 9/7. Jillian Hall played despite illness and though she took the first 10/9 her energy deserted her and she succumbed 3-1. Karen Sturgess could not provide the final win as she went down 3-0. Despite the 3-2 defeat the team still picked up seven vital league points. A home match against Cannons of Portsmouth gave the team their second win of the season. Sue Williams, Ros Hursell and Debbie Smith all claimed 3-0 wins and Jillian Hall won in four after losing the first game. Karen Sturgess narrowly lost the first 10/8 in a 3-0 defeat, but the team gained seventeen league points for their 4-1 win.

Angela Riggs is leading the Redrice Ladies 2nd Team in their bid for promotion from Division Three. Not only is she playing at number one string but also, she has taken over the role as team captain. And the start could not have been any better with three away wins in succession. The team, sponsored by Melting Pot Advertising & Design Ltd, began with a 5-0 whitewash of Cannons Portsmouth III. Angela Riggs, Madeleine Probyn, Sally Biles, Lori Channon and “team debutante” Sally Moore produced this fine result with the opposition only picking up solitary games at number one and five strings. Against Alverstoke a 4-1 victory was achieved. Angela Riggs once again led from the front with a 3-1 win. Madeleine Probyn comfortably won 3-0 at number two string. Lori Channon moving up to number three, in the absence of Sally Biles, lost 3-0. However, Chrissie Lindley and Sally Moore both won 3-0 at the bottom of the order. Away at Avenue II, Karen Sturgess moved in to the number one spot but, came up against a very good County Junior and lost 3-0. However, this allowed Angela Riggs to move down the order and she and Sally Biles both won 3-0 at number two and three strings, respectively. Chrissie Lindley (No.4) lost out in a five-setter which went one way then the other. Jenny Matthias (No.5) making her Redrice Team debut secured a third successive victory for the team with her 3-0 win.
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