3 March 2003

REDRICE TRIO IN NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
Three players from Redrice entered the National Championships held at the all new National Squash Centre in Manchester. The venue was purpose-built to host the Squash Competitions of the recently held Commonwealth Games and are now being used as the new home of England Squash. Michael Elford had to try to work his way through the tough qualifying section of the Men’s Event. Unfortunately, he lost in the 2nd qualifying round to Ben Howell (World ranked No.77). Sue Williams was seeded ¾ in the Ladies Over 40’s Event and justified that seeding by beating Zena Wooldridge 9/4 9/3 9/10 9/3 in the ¼-finals. In the semi-finals she was unlucky not to take at least the second game against the top seeded Liz Brown before eventually losing 1/9 7/9 2/9. A place in the England Team for the Over 40’s Home Internationals is now assured. Gary Hales, unseeded in the Men’s Over 40’s Event, defeated Alan Shepherd 9/1 9/1 9/2 in the 1st round. A walkover in the 2nd round led to a ¼-final against last season’s winner and ¾ seed Bryan Beeson. After a faultering start Hales competed well in the 2nd and 3rd games eventually losing 0/9 6/9 4/9 to the former British Number one, who won the men’s main event back in 1986.

Fortunately, the Championships this year did not clash with any Hampshire Premier League Matches. So the Redrice Men’s 1st Team will not be without Elford and Hales as the season heads towards a possibly dramatic conclusion. The Oakwood Shopfitting sponsored team won their fourth consecutive match since Christmas and the season is beginning to look like a two-horse race between Redrice and Winchester. The two teams will meet in the final match of the season on April 3rd. The latest victory was once again uncomfortably close. Away at Abshot, Adrian Williams (No.5) was the only player on top of his game as he comfortably won 9/2 9/1 9/1. Gary Hales (No.3) looked in danger of his first defeat of the season when trailing by a game and 4/8 in the second game. However, six consecutive unforced errors from his opponent gifted Hales the game 9/8 and the next two were gladly taken 9/5 9/3. Ray Burke (No.4) came up against an inform Chris Thornton (brother of Redrice 2nd team player Ben). The older Thornton brother played unerringly in the first game, which he won 9/2. He was devastating in the way he hit straight volley kills off any loose cross-courts from his opponent. The game suddenly changed at 4-all in the second game. Another long, intense rally left Thornton looking visibly tired. Burke saw his chance and kept the pace of the rallies high, giving his opponent no time to recover. The fitter Redrice player won the next two games relatively comfortably 9/6 9/4. However, the fourth game did not follow suit, Burke began showing signs of fatigue making the odd error when at full stretch. At 7-all the Abshot man took his chance, hitting one out-right winner followed by a controversial stroke decision in his favour to take the match into an unexpected fifth game. This began tightly but soon Burke, looking physically the stronger, regained the control he had achieved in the middle of the match and won the game 9/3. With the match won the pressure was off Michael Elford (No.1) and Stuart Summers (No.2). However, both surprisingly lost. Elford lost to the Welshman Paul Johnson 4/9 9/3 10/8 9/0. Summers lost to Neil Chambers 9/4 9/3 4/9 5/9 9/4.

The Redrice Men’s 2nd Team, sponsored by Rappa Fencing, had a much needed win in their bid to move away from the relegation zone of Division II. Away at Lee II the team would have been at full strength for a second successive week but for the absence of Tom Burnip, out with an ankle injury. Brett Farmer, the Redrice number 2 junior, made his senior team debut at number five string. Playing against another junior he recorded a totally unexpected win 9/5 9/1 9/4. Neil Dyke (No.4) was the only player to be defeated 9/4 9/6 8/10 9/6. Rhys Glide (No.3) was once again just that little bit too strong, physically for top Hampshire Junior Chris Rand as he won 6/9 9/7 9/7 9/0. Alex Antonius (No.2) came back from two games down to win in five 5/9 0/9 9/0 9/4 9/2. Ben Thornton (No.1) had a poor game, from his own standards, yet still won in three 9/7 9/4 9/7.

Sue Williams was the only winner as Redrice Men’s 3rd Team  went down 4-1 away at Cannons Portsmouth III in Hampshire Division III. Williams, playing at number 2 string for the SCPS sponsored team, lost 3-1 to the same player in the first half of the season but won 3-2 on this occasion. Steve Reeves (No.1) and Matt Aldridge (No.3) lost 3-2 and 3-1, respectively. Colin Newbury (No.4), making his Redrice debut, and Derek Smith (No.5), playing his first team match of this season, both lost 3-0.  

Gary Hales

Squash Manager

