Redrice Match Reports 15th December 2002

REDRICE MEN DEFEATED BUT NOT DISGRACED

The Redrice Men’s Team lost to Colets in the first round of the National Club Championships, though each player played to their limit and beyond, working to retrieve every shot and being stretched to all four corners of the court consistently by the team of professional and ex-professional players. The Surrey based team, who were previous winners of the National Tournament, were missing their top player Paul Price (World No.5) who was injured. Instead at number one string they had Scott Hanley (World No.37). The rest of their team was: Mark Cairns (former World No.7), Danny Meddings (former World top 10), Michael Elford (recently turned professional and Redrice No.1 in Hampshire League matches) and Alan Thompson (former Scottish International). All the Redrice players played well but the difficulty was converting good play into winning points. Adrian Williams (No.5) came closest of all to winning a game. He rapidly went 6-0 ahead but was dragged back to 6-all by the experienced Thompson. A resurgence by Williams produced a game-ball at 8-6 but the opportunity was missed and the game lost 9/8. The next two followed 9/4 9/2. Rhys Glide (No.4) had a relatively long match (23 mins) against Elford but had only one point to show for his efforts. Ben Thornton (No.3) lost in less time but had more points to show for his endevours, losing 9/2 9/3 9/0. “Ginge” Whiteman (No.2) and Gary Hales (No.1) both provided “entertaining” matches for the spectators as they chased and dived around the court in an attempt to make the scoreline respectable. This they achieved as Hales lost to Hanley 9/2 9/1 9/5 whils’t Whiteman lost to Cairns 9/2 9/6 9/0.

Redrice Men’s 3rd Team will face Division III leaders, Avenue II in their last match before the Christmas break. The Squash Court Plastering Services sponsored team have forced there way back into title contention following their recent home win against LEE V. They were strengthened by the return of team captain Adrian Williams at number 1 string. In his absence the team had suffered two surprise defeats. Firstly, at home against Southampton Uni. II Steve Reeves and Sue Williams, playing at number 1 and number 2 strings respectively, produced gritty 3-2 wins. New-comer Max Vialau-Clark just failed to clinch his five-set match losing 9/7 in the last game. Straight sets defeats for Steve Smith (No.4) and Dave Crouch (No.5) saw the team defeated 2-3. The second defeat followed away at Wykeham II. Williams was unavailable due to being called-up to the first team. Steve Reeves once again played at the top of the order but lost 3-0. Similar defeats were attained by Steve Smith (No.4) and Greg Nicholson (No.5). Keith Reesby (No.3) was the only victor 3-0 whist Sue Williams succumbed 9/7 in the fifth at number 2 string.

The Rappa Fencing sponsored Men’s 2nd Team found it equally as hard against Wykeham  This time it was against their 1st Team in Hampshire Division I. Ben Thornton is continuing his excellent season with yet another victory at number one string. This time the scoreline was 3-1. Unfortunately, missing two regulars the rest of the team failed to pick up a single game. Max Vialau-Clark (No.4) narrowly missing out 10/9 9/7 10/8. Tom Burnip (No.2), Neil Dyke (No.3) and Derek Vinten (No.5) picking up only a handful of points between them. The following match against L.A.Fitness (formerly Moonrakers of Salisbury) saw the much needed return of Alex Antonius (No.2) and Rhys Glide (No3). Ben Thornton (No.1) won 3-0 against Wiltshire County Over 45’s player Stuart Hardy. Alex Antonius won 3-0 for the loss of only five points. Tom Burnip (No.4) lost 3-0 and Max Vialau-Clark (No5) came close to his first victory for the Redrice Team losing 9/3 9/10 7/9 9/10. It all came down to the number two string match Rhys Glide looked in control, leading 2-1 against Mike Saunders, the former manager of Moonrakers. But the fourth game was thrown away 9/7 and in the end it was the Redrice player’s greater fitness which told as he won the final game 9/5. The 4-1 win was greatly needed by the team as it gave them only their 4th victory out of eight matches this season. 
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