1 January 2003

WILLIAMS AND SUMMERS COUNTY CHAMPIONS
Redrice had double success at the Hampshire Closed Squash Championships held at Winchester last weekend. The two major events the men’s and ladies titles were won by Redrice players. Sue Williams became County Champion for the first time after several years of trying. Stuart Summers won the men’s title for the second time in three seasons. Victory was achieved when he defeated former Redrice team mate Dean Watson 3-2 in the final round-robin group match. In the age-group events Sue Williams also picked up the ladies over 40’s title. Redrice Professional Squash Coach Gary Hales finished 3rd in the men’s over 35’s event despite beating eventual winner Kevin Harris in his final match. The round-robin format saw three players tied on two wins each but count back of games-won led to victory for the player from Lee-on-Solent. Second place went to Matt Fernandes a former Winchester 1st team player.

Last season’s County Champion Michael Elford missed the tournament due to playing in a PSA event in Edinburgh.  However, Elford returned to the Redrice Men’s 1st team to help them to an important win over New Forest in the Hampshire Premier Division. Adrian Williams won the deciding match at number four string 9/5 7/9 9/0 9/2 to keep the Oakwood Shopfitting team in contention for a second successive title. New Forest, last seasons runners-up were without usual number one Andy Corben but Redrice lost Ray Burke only hours before the start of the match. Rhys Glide (No.5) stepped-up from the 2nd team but lost 3-0. Stuart Summers (No.2), carrying a foot-injury from his County success surprisingly lost 3-2 to the experienced Andy Boettger. Gary Hales (No.3) lost the first game to some highly accurate drops and lobs from Paul Taylor. However, as the length of the rallies increased this favoured the Redrice man. Tiredness produced an increasing number of errors from his opponent and the match was won 3/9 9/1 9/3 9/4. Elford (No.1) beat Lee Keeley 9/5 9/4 9/3 to leave Williams the opportunity to win the deciding match.

Redrice Men’s 2nd Team almost produced an upset when coming close to defeating Division I leaders Winchester II at home. The Rappa Fencing sponsored team, had its strongest team out for only the first time this season. Ben Thornton (No.1) added another creditable win to this seasons tally with a 4/9 9/2 9/2 9/4 victory over the Winchester Squash Coach Ashley Read. Rhys Glide (No.3) and Tom burnip (No.5) both led 2-1 in there matches putting the Redrice team within touching distance of a famous win. However, Glide succumbed to the talented junior Michael Bull 9/1 7/9 10/8 4/9 5/9 and Burnip lost to Nigel Jones 9/3 2/9 10/8 7/9 5/9. Neil Dyke (No.4) made a storming start against George Kousseff taking the first game 9/2 and leading 7/3 in the second. However, the high pace took its toll and despite giving 100% effort, diving and throwing himself to all four corners of the court to stay in the rallies errors occurred. The Redrice captain eventually losing 9/2 7/9 7/9 4/9. Alex Antonius (No.2) drove for over 4 hours to make the match but couldn’t win a game from Ben Dudley. The final result 9/7 9/6 9/6.

The Men’s 3rd Team are through to the 1/4-finals of the Div.2/3 K.O. Cup Competition. The Division III team defeated Beechdown I of Division II 4-1 at home. There were victories for Adrian Williams, Steve Reeves, Sue Williams and Matt Aldridge. David Williams was the only Redrice player to lose. In the league the team produced a rare 5-0 whitewash of local rivals Whitchurch. These local derby’s usually provide dramatic 3-2 encounters but the Redrice team had their top five players in action. Matt Aldridge returned from a long absence through injury to play at number five and Sue Williams moved down to number four below Keith Reesby at number three. Steve Reeves was the only player to concede games as he won 3-2. Adrian Williams defeated Lee Henderson at number one string in his last match for the Redrice 3rd team. Injuries and absences to the men’s first team have meant that Williams has moved up to strengthen the team. His absence was immediately felt in the next Division III league match at home to Portsmouth Navy. The side, missing also Sue Williams and Keith Reesby, picked up only 7 points in a 4-1 defeat. Dave Burlison (No.3) and Mark Gates (No.5) failed to pick up games on their Redrice debuts. Matt Aldridge (No.2) and David Williams (No.4) both narrowly lost in five games. Steve Reeves promoted to number one was the only winner 10/9 1/9 9/6 9/4.  

The Oakwood Shopfitting sponsored Redrice Ladies 1st team are continuing to build on their good start to the season. All players are playing well and a mid-table position looks the very least that the team will achieve come the end of the season. Being optimistic, the team could finish higher. Currently, the team lies 2nd in the Hampshire Ladies Division I, but the teams below have games in hand. Against Beechdown at home a 5-0 whitewash was handed-out to the team from Basingstoke. Sue Williams (No.1), Ros Hursell (No.2), Debbie Smith (No.3), Jillian Hall (No.4) and Karen Sturges (No.5) all winning emphatically 3-0. Travelling to Abshot the team picked up 7 points as they lost out 3-2. Hursell and Smith both won, 3-1 and 3-0, respectively but there was a first defeat of the season for Williams. The Redrice number one lost 3-1 to the Welsh Junior International Hayley James 6/9 2/9 9/7 6/9. There were 3-0 defeats for Hall and Angela Riggs, replacing the absent Sturges. Only one point was gained from the visit to league favourites Lee-on-Solent. The opposition were at full strength and Debbie Smith was the Redrice player to pick up the solitary game in a 4/9 10/8 9/4 9/5 defeat. Sue Williams lost 9/5 10/9 9/7 to Tina Rix and Ros Hursell lost 9/0 9/4 9/0 to Professional Squash Coach Lindsey Parker. Jillian Hall and Karen Sturges each lost 3-0 at the bottom end of the team.

Angela Riggs has led the Redrice Ladies 2nd Team up to third place in Division III. The latest victory for the Melting Pot sponsored team came at home against Avenue II. Chrissie Lindley (No.5) and Jenny Matthias (No.4) both won 3-1. Lori Channon (No.3) and Sally Biles (No.2) made slightly easier work of it both winning 3-0. Angela Riggs (No.1) was involved in the best match of the evening as she recovered from 2-1 down to win 10/9 in the final game.  
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