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Low income families are members of society that work hard but struggle to make enough money to keep up with their bills, life expenses and not able to raise children with a chance of success. “Nearly One-in-three employed, low-income parents work in the service industry where earnings are at the minimum wages.” (http://www.secondharvest.org/learn_about_hunger/fact_sheet/lowincome_families.html) This rings a bell about human fairness in the working environment. In today’s world, most CEO’s are getting paid big bucks just to work same hours and condition as those in the service industry. The different though is CEOs are train to be able to find money for their company while low paying jobs workers are trained to work for the money. On the other hand, “low income parents are more likely to raise kids that would one day become like themselves.” (http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/05/080502104543.htm) The environment the world placing low-income families in is creating more struggles for them. It influences the view of their social class, life style, and family structure.

Social class influence a family on how they see themselves, treat others and act upon whom they see themselves.


Social class refers to the hierarchical distinctions between individuals or groups in societies or cultures. The most basic class distinction between the two groups is between the powerful and powerless. People in social classes with greater power attempt to build their position and maintain their ranking above the lower classes in the social hierarchy.” (http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_class )
In the U.S., low-income families are the powerless while high-income families are more respect. In the modern world like today, social class is not as simple as how much money one family makes but it involves many other factors as well. Low class can be judge by what neighborhood they are in, how much education they have. However, income range of a family is what being use most in ranking one family’s class. “2007 U.S.A, $21,000 income per year for a couple is considered lower class according to Federal Trio Programs.” (http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/trio/incomelevels.html) A person income level can very well reflect their living, such as what car they drive and how a person dressed. In a real life situation, I sometimes witness a co-worker judging customers based upon how much money they have in their account and what type of vehicle they own. Another good example is to imagine Bill Gate or Warrant Buffett to work at a fast food restaurant and have no money in their bank account. I assume the public will not have as much respect as they are having for the two individuals. However, the fact is not Warrant Buffett employed at a fast food restaurant; rather he is a wealthy and most respected investor in Wall Street. As a poor-college-student, I see myself as a nobody when comparing myself to Warrant Buffett. Social class is what we use to compare our self to others. Social class reflects a great deal on who we are, and what we want to do in our daily basis.
Social class is the environment of low-income families. Within a social class, we can generalize a family’s education level, type of neighborhood they are in, type of jobs they do, and how they spend their money. A large proportion of low-income parents have little or no college degree. (http://www.nccp.org/publications/pub_685.html ) According to this statistics, many people generalize poor families as low educated. To look at poor parents in general, as sources of income are low, it makes more sense for the family to go to work to make a living instead of investing in a four-year college degree. Besides, it is unaffordable for many parents to send their kids to college. Compare this to the idea of purchasing a real state. Most poor families do not own a home and they are aware that owning a home will give them many advantages such as pride in their own home and appreciation in prices for the future as well. Although, poor families still have to choose to remain living in their current apartment because they cannot afford a house with their income.  In the end, many poor parents will have no education and have to work nine-to-five for a living. It seems to be very true that poor individuals are also poor in education. However, treating people based on their income and education status will create two different environments for lower class and upper class in our society.
The types of jobs that poor families work at are ridiculously low yield and high in requirements. People who work in factories become overwhelmed with heavy duty task and fast-pace environment while their manager and employers receive a better commission and are not required to work in that type of environment. “Nearly one-in three employed, low-income parents work in the service industry where earnings are at the minimum wages.” (http://www.secondharvest.org/learn_about_hunger/fact_sheet/lowincome_families.html ) Compare to 2007 CEO’s salaries of “$14,200,000 per year on average.” The gap between the rich and poor group is refer to the country’s inequality level. 
The life style of low-income families is very different to the high-class families. Low-income families generally occupy in homes that are less convenient and insecure. The median home price in Minneapolis is $221,672. (http://www.homeinsight.com/home-value/mn/minneapolis.asp) A loan amount of approximately $200,000 can break down to $1,500 per month with tax or $18000 per year for 30 years. According to Federal Trio Programs, “$21,000 income per year for a couple is considered lower class.” (http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/trio/incomelevels.html ) With the above statistics, low-income couple will never be able to afford an average real estate in Minnesota, but rather a less convenient and insecure home that cost less.
Time is a critical obsession for poor family since most of their times are out of their control. Low-income individuals usually are not able to have work times off because they would need every penny of their hourly paid jobs. Taking one sick day off work may cause a shortage in their home mortgage payment or even a shortage in food spending. Low-income families’ daily activities can show significant differences to the richer class. Poor families do not go to the golf course or a fancy restaurant regularly. Their activities are limited to their budget. Staying home and go to the neighbor house would be more of a typical activity for the poor group. 
Low-income families have life expectation and stress. Generally, we would think that it involves more stress to employ for a high paying position, but that is not true. “People with low incomes are more likely to be under stress than their wealthier peers, according to a study by Carnegie Mellon University.” (http://pittsburgh.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/stories/2006/05/22/daily15.html) With Maslow’s Hierarchy needs, there are five levels to our human needs; Physiological needs, safety and security, love and belongingness, self-esteem, and self-actualization needs. As mentioned earlier, low-income parents can only afford unsecure homes, therefore low-income families’ needs is to be someone at the bottom stages within Maslow’s hierarchy of needs. The expectation for these poor families is limited to air, water, food, shelter, sleep, and sex. To interpret the idea, poor families are only expecting to have enough food and a place to eat. In general, low-income families have life expectation and stress. Although their stress level is extreme, their life expectation is low. Poor parents would have to sacrafies many aspects in life to fulfill these needs. Poor parents can sacrafy their good times such as traveling or buying extra items to boost self-esteem, or even sacrafy their own and kids’ education. 
From a study titled ‘Family Structure, Family Attributes, and Delinquency in a Sample of Low-Income Minority Males and Females’ “Findings indicate that few family factors are significant for delinquency and that family structure is of minimal importance for the delinquency types examined.” Farnworth, Margaret (http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=EJ310854&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=no&accno=EJ310854 ) Family structure matters, and it matters to an important degree. Another study by Caroline O.N. Moser showed “the poor have a self-perpetuating subculture with an autonomous dynamic of its own, transmitted from one generation to the next through the process of socialization.” (http://www.jstor.org/pss/165494) Since Low-income males and females disregard family structure, therefore disregard family structure can very likely cause poverty. Low-income parents can have less attention, low expectation for their kids, resulting in a poor and uneducated next generation within the family. The theory above parallel to Caroline O.N. Moser’s study that the subculture transmit from one generation to the next as well as social status. 
Low-income parents pay very little attention and expect minimal from their children. “Children in low-income families have lower college attendance rates than children in higher income families.” (http://jfi.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/24/6/753) Poor parents with little education usually do not see their kids to grow up become someone big. Interestingly, they believe in working hard and earning the bucks by the drop of sweat. With this believe, it is not surprising to see poor parents to careless about their kid’s education. Parent’s involvement in children’s studying helps them succeed. “Nothing helps a child succeed like an involved parent. A little willingness from a child's parents can work wonders in the classroom.” (http://math-and-reading-help-for-kids.org/articles/A_Parent%27s_Role_in_Education.html) Family system has a great impact on the happiness of the members within that family. Low-income parents are missing a system that can reinforce their children to become educated.
Poor families will stay poor until they one day win the lottery. From the environment of social class to low-income family’s life style to family system, are all techniques that poor family use to remain poor. Low-income families are judge by their social class which contribution to their strong believes in the idea of making the bucks by the drop of sweat and nothing else. Low-income families’ life style has come down to fulfill the first stage in Maslow’s needs, which forces them to sacrafy many other alternative and goods such as education. The low-income families system is greatly contribute to the unsuccessful of their next generation and result is that their children will remain poor until they can win one big lottery.
