Interview answers

1. The city of Brooklyn Park per state rules has adopted the Model I codes. Such as the international residential code, the international building code, the international mechanical and fuel gas code and the MN state building code which includes many state amendments for all of the aforementioned codes. Within all of these codes are other referenced documents which are far too numerous to mention.
2. The vapor barrier requirement for exterior walls would be a good example of a code requirement that should be changed or at the very least researched. It was implemented with the MN energy code with no research basis and is believed by many to be responsible for the increase of moisture related problems. However we are on the verge of a new energy code that is supposed to give new options.
3. The building official views his primary job as I do as enforcing the code. We are not an educational institution
4. We provide all building, plumbing and mechanical inspections for all residential and commercial buildings weather new or existing. Our city also provides rental housing inspections.
5. The building inspections division issued a combined total of 11,809 permits for all permit types in 2006. A total of 21,628 inspections were performed.
6. Our city and inspectors are not organized by areas. All building inspectors are scheduled at random for residential inspections and small commercial. In the case of large commercial projects 2 inspectors are assigned from start to finish for each project. The building inspectors report to the assistant building official.

7. If you want job descriptions you will need to come to the city hall for them. Please give me advanced notice.
8. Fees would be as follows with a valuation of 262,500. permit 2097.21. plan review 1363.19. state surcharge 131.95. sac 1675. wac 1575. connection 150. contractor license 5. for a total of 6996.65
9. The building dept. does building, plumbing and mechanical inspections only for work when a permit has already been issued. The person doing the work is responsible for calling to schedule their inspections. They are scheduled by the secretaries on a first come basis.

10. Our building official is not part of a code related organization.

