Quang Pham

Philosophy Ethics

November 19, 2007

The Hard Decision
In the case of saving one out of eight given choices, I would chose to save my brother-in-law who killed someone while driving under the influence but has served his full sentence in prison. My value of what is important determent by its negative and positive effects on the community and me. I save the brother because he is most important to me comparing to everything else on the list; he does not hold many negative effect to the community; and he is important to the community just as everything else on the list.

I save the brother-in-law because it would hurt me the most to witness him gone. I admit that I am selfish, but how would I feel if I save a stranger but not someone that I am actually care for? The brother-in-law is important to me because the event of his contribute to my feelings. His death would definitely cause the people around me to be down, and when others that surround me are sad, I am sad as well. On the other side, the others deserve to be saving as well, though to me, there is a gap between the value of those and the brother-in-law. The brother-in-law gets a plus on my decision list for this category.
Saving the brother-in-law, makes more sense because he is not dangerous to the community. I understand that he have done an unexpected harm to other. I also understand that people make mistakes, and since he did his service to pay for the damage, he is promising to do no harm to the community. There is nothing wrong with saving a guy that will do no harm to the community. The brother-in-law gets a neutral on my decision list for this category.

The brother-in-law must live because he is valuable and is important to the community. Our community seems to be large and over populated, but we are make up of many individuals. Just as the bees and the hives, there are many bees, but any individuals could make a different. We human all have a need, and we need him just as we need anyone else on the list. The brother-in-law gets a plus on my decision list for this category. 
The brother in law is a relative, he has a future that will do no harm to the community, and he is a contributor to the community. When it comes to death and saving, objects are not a consideration to me if there are lives involved. Power ball tickets, the bible are just not going to be on my list at all. Besides objects, I also value the child who is constantly in severe pain, a spouse who will die. However, they do not have the ability to survive. The final decision is to save my brother-in-law.
