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Culture and Identity
EXPERIENCES MADE ME DIFFERENT


Memories and Experiences that made me who I am today are my parents being strict, my attendant in church, and my life style in Viet Nam. As we all know or believe, past experiences or events drive us to do things differently today. For example, after the terrible experience of 9/11, our country defenses are more serious and our airline system is enforcing more strictly laws to protect ourselves from terrorism. Every day, we apply and test the world from what we’ve learned and experienced and that makes us who we are. Though everyone have different experiences therefore we are not all that the same. I do things base on my experiences and you do things base on yours. In the end, we all use our memories and experiences as a tool to successfully live our lives. This idea related to the short story “Sonny’s Blues” by James Baldwin.

By being strict, my parents have made me who I am today. For example, I was not allowed to go out on school days until I have studied for at least 2 hours. School has always been the main concern for my parents. Because of this strict rule, I am more productive and successful in school.


Participation in the church community has shaped me into who I am today. I belong to a religious family. Every Sunday, my family and I would attend mass. During this time, I would interact with other members of my church. Because I do this often, the members of my church have become a source of guidance in a way. I have learned what is right and wrong based on my conversations with them and my church leaders. They are mirrors that I try to reflect my life upon. I have a better sense of direction and understand of life. My actions are no longer selfish, but instead I try to put others before me. I can honestly say I am a better person because of my experiences in the church community.


The life style in Vietnam has always been a big factor in influencing me into who I am. The poor and harsh condition I lived in made me realize life is not so perfect. In a sense, it helps strengthen me. Because of living in those poor and harsh conditions, I am not taking things for granted. I have seen the ugly side of life, so I am taking advantage of every opportunity that is bestow on me.

Sometimes I wondered how different it would be if I was born in the US instead or if I am not catholic? Obviously I would still be called Quang, and I would look the same like I do now. The big different is what inside of me. People wouldn’t see me as who I am now. I would response to people based on a whole different values and norms. In the Short story “Sonny’s Blues” the two brothers suffered with their unfavorable memories. They hide themselves within drugs and music. Without any experience, Sonny might not have involved in drugs, nor would he become so beautiful at the work of music. Our memories sometime lead to do many favorable things, and sometime it make us do things that are harmful.
