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History of Education in Kentucky 

Synoptic Table
of selected significant events
Complied by Dr. Richard E. Day

University of Kentucky
&
Georgetown College
50,000–5000 B.C.: During the last Ice Age, a migration of hunting and gathering peoples from Siberia cross over the "land bridge" (called Beringia) to North America. This land bridge is the result of the lower water levels caused by the large amount of water taken up in the glaciers. This migration of Paleo-Indians (ancient Indian people) disperses throughout the Western Hemisphere and develops different food cultures.

ADD Klotter Material here
15,000–8000 B.C.: Among the Paleo-Indian people living in what later comes to be North America some develop a characteristic stone spear point called the clovis point. It is used for hunting large animals.

400 B.C.– A.D. 1700: Mound Builders occupy portions of eastern and central North America. They grow out of an older culture known to archaeologists as Mississippian. The early Mississippian built centers of a large trade network. The Mound Builders, without the aid of horses or mules, transport hundreds of tons of dirt to build burial mounds shaped like flat-topped pyramids. Some of these mounds are shaped like animals, such as the Great Serpent Mound of Adena, constructed in about A.D. 1000, near what becomes Cincinnati, Ohio. The Hopewell are also mound builders; they live in the area later known as eastern Ohio. The Cahokia mounds near what becomes St. Louis, Missouri, house a city of 40,000 people. Their peak development is around A.D. 1200.

800 B.C.: The Maya civilization in the southeast Yucatan peninsula of the land that becomes Mexico reaches its height.

1000: The Norse establish a settlement at L'Anse aux Meadows in Newfoundland.          
1325: The Aztec build the city of Tenochtitlán, a site on what later becomes Mexico City.

1492: On his first exploratory voyage west across the Atlantic Ocean, Christopher Columbus encounters islands in the Caribbean Sea, mistakes them for the east Indies, and claims them for Spain.

1494: Spain and Portugal divide the New World between them in the Treaty of Tordesillas.

1497: John Cabot explores the coast of North America, up to the Delaware River.

1513: Vasco Núñez de Balboa crosses the isthmus of Panama and discovers the Pacific Ocean.

1513: Juan Ponce de León explores the coast of what comes to be the state of Florida.

ca.1500–late 1800s: Pandemics of European diseases for which the native populations of the Western Hemisphere have no immunity—smallpox, influenza, typhus, measles, etc.—run rampant through the Native American populations, killing as many as 95 percent of the people and reappearing periodically.

1518–1519: Spanish conquistador Hernando Cortés invades Mexico, enters        Tenochtitlán with an army, and takes Aztec emperor Montezuma II prisoner.

1530s: Bartolomé de Las Casas, a Spanish priest and bishop in southern Mexico, criticizes the Spanish regime of exploitation, land theft, and murder of Native Americans.

1531–1533: Spanish conquistador Francisco Pizarro subjugates the Inca civilization of Peru in the quest for gold.

1535: French explorer Jacques Cartier discovers the St. Lawrence River while looking for a northwest passage to Asia.

1539–1540: Spanish conquistador Hernando de Soto explores the southeastern region of what would become the United States and discovers the Mississippi River.

1540–1541: Spanish conquistador Francisco Vásquez de Coronado, at the head of a large expeditionary force, explores the southwestern region of what becomes the United States.

1542: Spain reforms its encomienda system. The Spanish conquistadores are no longer allowed to enslave Indian people in the New World, but they may still receive tribute in money and crops from the Indian population.

1550s–1560s: The English attempt to subdue Ireland through a brutal occupation and expropriation of Irish land. The English colonizers are led by a handful of adventurers—Sir Humphrey Gilbert, Sir Walter Raleigh, and Sir Richard Grenville—who believe the Irish to be savages. Their genocidal conduct of the war in Ireland shapes their attitudes         towards the indigenous people that they meet in the New World.

1565: St. Augustine, Florida, is founded by the Spanish explorer Pedro Menéndez de Avilés.

1585–1603: A privateering war takes place between England and Spain.

1587: England establishes the lost colony of Roanoke off the Chesapeake coast. The expedition, composed of families, vanishes, leaving behind the cryptic inscription "CROATOAN" (the name of a nearby island) carved on a piece of wood.

1588: England—with the help of a big storm—defeats the great Spanish Armada.

1607: One hundred and four men and boys form an English settlement at Jamestown, Virginia; approximately one-half of the inhabitants die before the end of the year. Jamestown becomes the second oldest town in North America, after St. Augustine, and the first permanent British settlement.

1612: Jamestown planter John Rolf begins experimenting with growing tobacco. Tobacco cultivation is soon thriving in Virginia.  

1610–1680: During these years, most of the labor needs in the tobacco-growing Chesapeake are filled by indentured servants (who work for a landowner for a set period of time, usually seven years, after which they are free to settle anywhere they can find land to buy).

1616–1618: The "head-right" system, by which 50 acres are awarded to any person who pays for and sponsors transportation of a new worker to the Virginia plantations, is introduced to encourage immigration to Virginia.

1619: Carried aboard a Dutch vessel, approximately two dozen African people are transported to Virginia, possibly employed as indentured servants; other early African settlers on the English mainland colonies are most probably enslaved.

1619: The Virginia House of Burgesses (the colonial legislature) meets for the first time.

1620: Anchored on the Mayflower, off of what becomes Cape Cod, Massachusetts, William Bradford and 41 Separatist Puritan heads of households sign the Mayflower Compact, establishing a community with the authority to make laws as necessary.

1622: A Powhatan Indian confederation under the leadership of Opechancanough attacks English settlements along the James River in Virginia, killing about one quarter of the English colonists. The attack is prompted by the expansion of English settlement. It is the first large Indian attack against English settlers.

1624: The Dutch found the colony of New Amsterdam, which is later renamed New York.

1630: John Winthrop and the Massachusetts Bay Company, composed of English Puritans, sail to Massachusetts Bay and establish a colony.

1634: James I grants the Calvert family a proprietary charter for Maryland. The Calverts, who are Catholic, establish freedom of religion in the colony.

1635: Roger Williams escapes deportation to England for championing the rights of the Native Americans. Williams takes the public position that the English king has no right to grant land to Englishmen when the land already belongs to the Indians. Williams is expelled from Massachusetts. He founds Rhode Island and its first town, Providence, and drafts its first constitution, which declares the separation of church and state and the freedom of religious expression.

1635 - The first "free school" in Virginia opens. However, education in the southern colonies is more typically provided at home by parents or tutors.

1630–1640: There is a "great migration" of English peasants to the New World. These peasants are frequently the wandering refugees of the enclosure movement of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, when the peasants' leases to English farmland are terminated and the land is enclosed by hedges and turned over to sheep pasturage. Rather than starve, the peasants often become outlaws or "sturdy beggars," given to larceny, robbery, and poaching on the local lords' land. Parliament passes harsh laws and the peasants, when caught in some misbehavior, are sometimes given the option of being hanged or being transported to Virginia as indentured servants.

1636: Harvard College is founded in Massachusetts.

1636–1637: Pequot Indians attack the new settlement of Wethersfield and kill a handful of English settlers. A detachment of Massachusetts citizens and their Narragansett Indian allies attack a Pequot town on the Mystic River, killing upwards of 400 Pequots, mostly women and children.

1638: Anne Huchinson is banished from Massachusetts for professing an inner awareness of God and of the certainty of salvation.

1642–1648: The English Civil War, fought ostensibly as a struggle of different religious groupings (Catholics, Anglicans, and various strains of Puritans) to dominate the English government, also reflects a social revolution going on in England in which a non-titled gentry and merchant class demand a greater say in the running of government.

1644: Indians again attack English settlements in Virginia. This marks the second great Indian attack against settlers in the region.

1649: As the concluding act of the English Civil War, Catholic King Charles II is beheaded and Oliver Cromwell, the military leader of the Puritans, becomes the "Protector" of the nation and rules England until his death in 1658.

1651, 1660: The English Parliament passes the first of the Navigation Acts, which stipulate that the trade between New England and England has to be shipped on English or colonial ships. Granting this monopoly to colonial merchant ships, the Parliament went on to rule that certain exports from the colonies could only be traded with England, not with other European nations. The other main Navigation Acts are passed in 1663 and 1676. They refine the rules of trade between the mainland colonies, England, Europe, the West Indies, and Africa. 1652–1654: A trade war between the English and the Dutch begins.

1660: Charles II (and the House of Stuart) is restored to the English throne after the conclusion of the English Civil War and Cromwell's Protectorate.

1662: The Puritan notion of town government includes a religious dimension of active participation in the church. The "selectmen"—those who take care of the town government between elections—are generally strong church members. But the Puritan notion of the church is that it is a community of "saints" who have already experienced God's grace and are assured of salvation. As the towns' populations grow, there is a     diminishing proportion of the population who can say that they have had this religious experience. Especially among the younger people, Puritans seem to be more interested in working on their farms and in raising their families than in church life. This leads to a change in the Puritan doctrine about the church. Solomon Stoddard, a theologian and         pastor in Northampton, Massachusetts, proposes the "Halfway Covenant" in 1662. It holds that a person's profession of faith, rather than his or her experience of God's grace, is sufficient to become a member of the church and that their offspring can be baptized.

1663: The Carolina colony is chartered. Most of its white settlers are the so-called adventurers from Barbados and other West Indies islands whose slave economies rest mainly on sugar cane production and refining.

1664: The Dutch colony of New Netherlands is seized by an English fleet and renamed New York.

1670s: Indentured servitude is on the decline; slavery rises in the Chesapeake and in the South.

1676: Bacon's Rebellion pits Virginia's small frontier farmers against Governor William Berkeley. At issue is the attempt of Governor Berkeley and the English administration to restrain the incursions of the frontier farmers into Indian land. The short-lived rebellion reveals the tensions between the land-hungry small farmers, many of whom were former         indentured servants, and the well-to-do tidewater colonial elite and British administration.

 1688: During the bloodless Glorious Revolution the English Parliament deposes Stuart King James II and installs Mary (James' Protestant daughter) and her husband William (of the Dutch House of Orange) as limited monarchs, subordinate to Parliament.

1689: John Locke publishes Concerning Toleration, a key issue in the English Civil War.

1690s: South Carolina develops a strong economy in rice production.

1690 - John Locke publishes his Essay Concerning Human Understanding, which conveys his belief that the human mind is a tabula rasa, or blank slate, at birth and knowledge is derived through experience, rather than innate ideas as was believed by many at that time. Locke's views concerning the mind and learning greatly influence American education.

1690 - The first New England Primer is printed in Boston. It becomes the most widely-used schoolbook in New England.

1691: John Locke publishes Two Treatises of Civil Government, in which he argues that men establish governments and thus they can change or abolish governments. He says that both in a state of nature and in a civil society man has the absolute right to protect his life, liberty, and property. The revolutionary implication in this is that if the political system threatens life, liberty, or property, man has the right to overthrow it.

1692: Witchcraft trials take place in the town of Salem, Massachusetts.  Nineteen people, mostly older women, are thought to be witches and are executed.

1693 - John Locke's Some Thoughts Concerning Education is published, describing his views on educating upper class boys to be moral, rationally-thinking, and reflective "young gentlemen." His ideas regarding educating the masses are conveyed in On Working Schools, published in 1697, which focused on the importance of developing a work ethic.

1693 - The College of William and Mary is established in Virginia. It is the second college to open in colonial America.

1696: A 15-member Board of Trade and Plantations, answerable to the king's ministers, is established in England to oversee commercial (trade and fishing) and political (powers of appointment and legislative review) matters in the American colonies.

1699: The French found Mobile, New Orleans, and Pensacola settlements on the Gulf coast.

1701: Sieur de Cadillac, a French explorer, founds Detroit on a strategically valuable narrow section of the sailing route through the Great Lakes.

1704: The first regular newspaper—The Boston Newsletter—makes its appearance in the colonies.

1710 - Christopher Dock, a Mennonite and one of Pennsylvania's most famous educators, arrives from Germany and later opens a school in Montgomery County, PA. Dock's book, Schul-Ordnung (meaning school management), published in 1770, is the first book about teaching printed in colonial America.

1720: Slave rebellion breaks out in New York City. Nine whites die and 21 slaves are executed.

1732: The Georgia colony is chartered.

1734 – Christian von Wolff describes the human mind as consisting of powers or faculties. Called Faculty Psychology, this doctrine holds that the mind can best be developed through "mental discipline" or tedious drill and repetition of basic skills and the eventual study of abstract subjects such as classical philosophy, literature, and languages. This viewpoint greatly influences American education throughout the 19th Century and beyond.

1730s–1740s: In order to forestall the secular and non-religious direction of culture in the colonies, theologians and church leaders set out to inject a new evangelical religious message into the popular culture. Circuit riding preachers cover the colonies in nighttime camp meetings and the emotional preaching spreads like wildfire, especially among the poor white farmers, sometimes seated in the same audiences with slaves, who are also powerfully affected by the message of redemption. Preachers from England like George Whitfield evangelize on the grace of God to those who would take their own salvation seriously. Others, like Jonathan Edwards of Massachusetts hold forth on the depravity of sinners and the horrors of hell. The movement is called the Great Awakening, and it becomes an important aspect of early American life which links the colonies together in a shared culture.

1743 - Benjamin Franklin forms the American Philosophical Society, which helps bring ideas of the European Enlightenment, including those of John Locke, to colonial America. Emphasizing secularism, science, and human reason, these ideas clash with the religious dogma of the day, but greatly influence the thinking of prominent colonists, including Franklin and Thomas Jefferson.
1754–1763: The French and Indian War is fought between Great Britain, its colonies and European and Indian allies, versus France and its Indian and European allies.

1754: The Albany Plan, formulated by Benjamin Franklin, is rejected. It would have joined the colonies in a defense against the French and would have established an inter-colonial council to handle relations with the Native Americans.
1760 - The population of colonists in America reaches 1,500,000.

1763: The Treaty of Paris is signed, concluding the French and Indian War; Britain is given Canada and all French territory east of the Mississippi River and Florida. 

1763: England issues the Proclamation of 1763. This document prohibits English colonists from settling on the western side of the Appalachian watershed. It is meant to prevent unnecessary friction between the colonists and the Indian tribes. It also makes it easier to tax the colonists. The declaration itself, however, is frequently violated and a         robust farming culture springs up in the Ohio valley.

1765: To defray the cost of the French and Indian War in North America, the British impose the Stamp Act on the American colonies as a means of raising tax revenue.

1765 - In May, in Virginia, Patrick Henry presents seven Virginia Resolutions to the House of Burgesses claiming that only the Virginia assembly can legally tax Virginia residents, saying, "If this be treason, make the most of it." 

1765:  In May, the first medical school in America is founded, in Philadelphia.
1765: Protests and riots break out in response to the Stamp Act.

1766: Parliament repeals the Stamp Act.

1767–1781: "Regulator Movements" in South Carolina and North Carolina protest the lack of representation of poorer, back country farmers in the colonial assemblies, which are dominated by the established, well-to-do plantation owners of the tidewater coastal plains.

1767: The Townshend Acts are passed in Parliament. They establish new import taxes on trade goods like paper, glass, and tea. Unlike previous import taxes on the colonies, the Townshend Acts are levied against items shipped from England, rather than from the European mainland. The money that they raised was to be used to pay the salaries of the royal officials stationed in the colonies.

1768 - In February, Samuel Adams of Massachusetts writes a Circular Letter opposing taxation without representation and calling for the colonists to unite in their actions against the British government. The letter is sent to assemblies throughout the colonies and also instructs them on the methods the Massachusetts general court is using to oppose the Townshend Acts.

1769 - In March, merchants in Philadelphia join the boycott of British trade goods. In May, a set of resolutions written by George Mason is presented by George Washington to the Virginia House of Burgesses. The Virginia Resolves oppose taxation without representation, the British opposition to the circular letters, and British plans to possibly send American agitators to England for trial. Ten days later, the Royal governor of Virginia dissolves the House of Burgesses. However, its members meet the next day in a Williamsburg tavern and agree to a boycott of British trade goods, luxury items and slaves.

1770 - The population of the American colonies reaches 2,210,000 persons.

1770: The Boston Massacre occurs, in which British troops fire on a Boston mob that is pelting them with icy snowballs in retaliation for the British troops' practice of supplementing their meager wages by "moonlighting" after-hours on laborer jobs, thus taking employment away from American workers.

1773: Members of the protest group the Sons of Liberty, dressed as Indians, sneak aboard a British merchant ship lying at anchor and dump its cargo of 90,000 pounds of tea into Boston Harbor.

1773: The Committees of Correspondence publicize the grievances of the colonial population and discuss the options open to the colonists.

1774 - September 5 to October 26, the First Continental Congress meets in Philadelphia with 56 delegates, representing every colony, except Georgia. Attendants include Patrick Henry, George Washington, Sam Adams and John Hancock.

On September 17, the Congress declares its opposition to the Coercive Acts, saying they are "not to be obeyed," and also promotes the formation of local militia units. On October 14, a Declaration and Resolves is adopted that opposes the Coercive Acts, the Quebec Act, and other measure taken by the British that undermine self-rule. The rights of the colonists are asserted, including the rights to "life, liberty and property." On October 20, the Congress adopts the Continental Association in which delegates agree to a boycott of English imports, effect an embargo of exports to Britain, and discontinue the slave trade.

1774: The Coercive (or Intolerable) Acts pass in England and close Boston Harbor, attacking Massachusetts' right to self-rule and subjecting the populace to the indignities of the Quartering Act, which gives the military authorities the right to require colonial subjects to house their troops and horses. Instead of abandoning Massachusetts to fend for itself, the rest of the colonies send delegates to the First Continental Congress in Philadelphia to debate the means of resistance open to them. They also draft a Declaration of Rights and Grievances which combines a feigned submission to England's authority with a clear determination to obey only those acts of Parliament that they judge to be "in the mutual interest of both countries," an unforgivable act of insolence in British eyes.

1775:  British policy and the Indian menace prevented substantial movement into the Kentucky country until the very eve of the revolution.  The first permanent settlements were made almost simultaneously at Harrodsburg, then “Boonesborough.”  For the Scotch-Irishmen from western Pennsylvania “it was many a weary mile down the Ohio from Wheeling or Pittsburgh to the mouth of Limestone Creek, and then overland to the Bluegrass Region.  And it was a still more arduous journey [for homeseekers from the Piedmont] down the valley of Virginia to the Holston Valley, and thence through Cumberland Gap and along Boone’s Wilderness Trace to the Crab Orchard in central Kentucky.  Kentucky was the first Virginia frontier with the opportunity to shape its own political institutions.

The upcountry Virginia element came to dominate in Kentucky, but there was a strong and active Pennsylvania contingent.  The Bluegrass lands were the best available within the confines of Virginia, and they were sought by strong and determined men. Legal claims were fastened upon the choicest tracts before settlers began to arrive in appreciable numbers, and most of the newcomers found it necessary to purchase land from speculators who had preceded them.  With land prices as high as $100 per acre, the Bluegrass county was never a poor man’s frontier.  Yet many drifters did push their way into central Kentucky…finding all the best lands taken up, they…settled in the poorer area that surrounded the Bluegrass Country.  
Thus in two regions, not very widely separated but differing much in the quality of soil, two different types of frontier settlements evolved: the wealthy Bluegrass and the poverty of the ‘South Country.’ Kentucky came to have a population unlike that of any section of Old Virginia. Few felt secure in their land titles.  Many lived on lands to which they had no titles at all.  The peculiarities of this frontier were due, therefore, not to simplicity and equality, to free land and opportunity, but to a marked stratification in which no stratus was securely established.  Each group was striving for advancement and each was suspicious of the other.  Thus was established a frontier that differed markedly from those preceding it.  
But rugged individualism was present in large measure – an unbridled spirit, if you will.  The early population of Kentucky was restless and aggressive, assertive and self-confident.  But if by individualism we mean intellectual independence, we do not find it conspicuous on the frontier.  We find, on the contrary, that no man must differ too much from his neighbor in any obvious way.  There are few countries in which outward conformity to prevailing standards is so much insisted on as in the United States, and it is the gift of the West to the nation.

1775:  Jane Coomes, a Catholic woman from Maryland, becomes Kentucky's first teacher, conducting a Dame School at Fort Harrod.

1775:  Daniel Boone leads a group of settlers, including a number of black laborers, into Kentucky.  Susannah Boone Hays and an enslaved black woman become the first women at Fort Boonesborough.
1775 - February 1, in Cambridge, Mass., a provincial congress is held during which John Hancock and Joseph Warren begin defensive preparations for a state of war. February 9, the English Parliament declares Massachusetts to be in a state of rebellion. March 23, in Virginia, Patrick Henry delivers a speech against British rule, stating, "Give me liberty or give me death!" 

April 1775: The British decide to raid a site where the colonial rebels were said to have stored weapons. That night, Paul Revere and William Dawes are sent from Boston to warn colonists. Revere reaches Lexington about midnight and warns Sam Adams and John Hancock who are hiding out there.  The British march from Boston to Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts, initially dispersing the rag-tag American defenders, but they are unable to defend themselves against the sniping that wears on throughout the day.  At dawn on April 19 about 70 armed Massachusetts militiamen stand face to face on Lexington Green with the British advance guard. An unordered 'shot heard around the world' begins the American Revolution.
May 1775: The Second Continental Congress meets and calls for the creation of an army to resist the British.

1775, July 26 - An American Post Office is established with Ben Franklin as Postmaster General.

1775–1781, Revolutionary War:  A war of national self-determination breaks out between the British and the Americans. The war is marked by the British attempt to corner the Americans and fight large battles to determine the outcome of the war. Instead, under the command of British-trained General George Washington, the Americans fight a war of mobility and harassment, with few large battles. Canada elects to remain loyal to the British crown.
January 9, 1776 - Thomas Paine's "Common Sense" is published in Philadelphia. The 50-page pamphlet is highly critical of King George III and attacks allegiance to Monarchy in principle while providing strong arguments for American independence. It becomes an instant best-seller in America. "We have it in our power to begin the world anew...American shall make a stand, not for herself alone, but for the world," Paine states.
June-July, 1776 - On June 7, Richard Henry Lee, a Virginia delegate to the Continental Congress, presents a formal resolution calling for America to declare its independence from Britain. Congress decides to postpone its decision on this until July. On June 11, Congress appoints a committee to draft a declaration of independence. Committee members are Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Roger Livingston and Roger Sherman. Jefferson is chosen by the committee to prepare the first draft of the declaration, which he completes in one day. Just seventeen days later, June 28, Jefferson's Declaration of Independence is ready and is presented to the Congress, with changes made by Adams and Franklin. On July 2, twelve of thirteen colonial delegations (New York abstains) vote in support of Lee's resolution for independence. On July 4, the Congress formally endorses Jefferson's Declaration, with copies to be sent to all of the colonies. The actual signing of the document occurs on August 2, as most of the 55 members of Congress place their names on the parchment copy.

July 4, 1776 - United States Declaration of Independence
1776–1777: The first state constitutions emphasize the distrust of the Americans for a system of strong central government, which they had experienced under British rule. For instance, the authors of the Pennsylvania state constitution refuse to create the office of governor.

1777: The Continental Congress drafts the Articles of Confederation, which accords little authority to the central government and vests most governing power (including the right to tax) in the states.

1778:  Settlers at Fort Harrod include 19 blacks.  Pompey, an African American living with the Shawnee chief Blackfish, plays a central role in the siege of Boonesborough, fighting with the Indians. African American slaves help in the defense of the fort.

1779:  Lacking books, John May taught from memory at McAfee’s fort in 1779.

1780:  The Virginia legislature charters “a public school or Seminary of Learning” in the District of Kentucky with a grant of 20,000 acres of land.  The trustees started a grammar school near Danville with David Rice (one of the state’s best known Presbyterian ministers) as teacher in early 1785, and then moved it to Lexington in 1789.  
1780: Pennsylvania becomes the first state to abolish slavery.

1781:  A group of Baptist ministers with their congregations (numbering as many as 600) from Spotsylvania Virginia, tired of religious persecution, were led by Rev. Lewis Craig to an area near Lancaster, Kentucky.  What was known as the “traveling church” typified the manner of travel for many settlers at the time.  Craig compared the journey to Moses and the Israelites seeking the Promised Land.  Three years later, Elijah Craig, Lewis’s brother, brought another group.  The groups established congregations across central Kentucky.  Elijah Craig went on to become the second richest man in Scott County owing to his several business interests – not the least of which, bourbon making, still bears his name.  The also formed the Classical Academy in Georgetown.  Lewis Craig’s slave “Old Captain,” was taught the minister’s ways of thought and became the first black minister in Kentucky.  Around 1801, he forms the First African Baptist Church in Lexington.  The church grew to have the largest congregation in the state, black or white.     

1781: The Articles of Confederation are ratified.

1783: Under the Treaty of Paris the British recognize American independence.

1783 to 1785:  Because of his dissatisfaction with English textbooks of the day, Noah Webster writes A Grammatical Institute of the English Language , consisting of three volumes: a spelling book, a grammar book, and a reader. They become very widely used throughout the United States. In fact, the spelling volume, later renamed the American Spelling Book and often called the Blue-Backed Speller, has never been out of print!

1784, 1785, 1787: The Northwest Ordinances devise a systematic way to divide up and sell the land and to bring new states into the nation out of the Old Northwest territory east of the Mississippi River and north of the Ohio River, which Britain gave up in the Treaty of Paris.

January 16, 1786 - The Virginia legislature passes Jefferson's Ordinance of Religious Freedom guaranteeing that no man may be forced to attend or support any church or be discriminated against because of his religious preference. This will later serve as the model for the first amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
1787: The new nation's political elite meet in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to write a Constitution devising a stronger national government. The resulting document operates on the principle of "checks and balances" between the branches of government and between the state and national governments.

1787–1788: Debate rages over whether the Constitution should be ratified. Anti-Federalists fear that the Constitution gives too much power to the central government and threatens democracy. Some Anti-Federalists call for a bill of rights guaranteeing specific         individual liberties. James Madison, widely regarded as the "architect of the Constitution," collaborates with Alexander Hamilton and John Jay in a series of articles collectively known as the Federalist Papers.  These argue that the country is large enough that no single faction will be able to lord over the others, and that the variety and vitality of the economy require a strong central government to assure the stability of a representative democracy. Madison drafts the Bill of Rights, which become the first ten amendments to the Constitution in December 1791.

January 23, 1789 - Georgetown University, the first Catholic college in the U.S., is founded by Father John Carroll.

1789: The Judiciary Act of 1789 becomes law. The act defined the basic structure of the federal judicial system consisting of the Supreme Court, the District Courts, and the Circuit Courts.

1789: The Constitution is ratified by 11 of 13 states. George Washington is elected President of the United States. 
1790 - A Census Act is passed by Congress. The first census, finished on Aug. 1, indicates a total population of nearly 4 million persons in the U.S. and western territories. African Americans make up 19 percent of the population, with 90 percent living in the South. Native Americans were not counted, although there were likely over 80 tribes with 150,000 persons. For white Americans, the average age is under 16. Most white families are large, with an average of eight children born. The white population will double every 22 years.  The largest American city is Philadelphia, with 42,000 persons, followed by New York (33,000) Boston (18,000) Charleston (16,000) and Baltimore (13,000). The majority of Americans are involved in agricultural pursuits, with little industrial activity occurring at this time.

1790: Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton's proposals for federal funding of the states' Revolutionary War debt and for creating a national bank both become law. The proposals encounter opposition from Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, but do help the two to define their Republican, agrarian, states' rights politics.

1792: Kentucky becomes the fifteenth state.

1793: The Fugitive Slave Act passes through Congress and is signed into law, making it a crime to harbor a fugitive slave or to interfere with his or her arrest.

1793: Eli Whitney invents a workable version of the cotton gin (engine) to remove seeds from cotton.

1796: John Adams is elected president.

1798: Following the leadership of the Federalist Party, Congress passes the Naturalization Act, making it more difficult to become a U.S. citizen. Congress also passes the Alien and Sedition Acts, repressing political opposition.

1798: Jefferson and Madison write the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions, successfully arguing for the limited and delegated nature of the federal government's power under the Constitution.

1798:  Kentucky General Assembly passes the Seminaries of Learning Act which allowed the creation of county academies.  Some were formed but many suffered from mismanagement of funds.  The first academy formed under the law was probably the Academy at Pisgah.

1799:  The Transylvania grammar school was combined with the Kentucky Academy, a Presbyterian school, and named Transylvania University with James Moore as President.  The law and medical departments, the first in the West, were added to the liberal arts department.  The school was dominated by the Presbyterian Church after 1802 until a liberal element gained power in 1818.
1799:  Second Great Awakening begins with the Cane Ridge camp meeting in Kentucky. The meeting embraces African-Americans. Many slaves convert to Christianity.

1799:  Jacob E. Leare opens an evening school in Lexington that was a forerunner to later business schools.  He taught double-entry bookkeepping and merchant accounts.
1800: Thomas Jefferson is elected president. It marks the first time that political power changes hands from one party to another and is peacefully accomplished. The Republican Congress repeals the Alien and Sedition Acts.

1801:  John Chavis, a "free negro", is appointed by the Presbyterian General Assembly to work in Virginia and North Carolina to serve as a missionary to other African-Americans.
1803: Chief Justice John Marshall rules in Marbury v. Madison that the Judiciary Act of 1799 is unconstitutional. This establishes a precedent—the power of judicial review over legislation. The federal judiciary, including the Supreme Court, now successfully asserts the power of ruling a law unconstitutional. This increases the power of the judiciary in the system of "checks and balances" between the different branches of government.

1803: Napoleon sells a vast expanse of land to the United States in the Louisiana Purchase, almost doubling the size of the nation.

1804: By order of President Jefferson, William Clark and Meriwether Lewis begin a long expedition into the territory recently acquired in the Louisiana Purchase. They return two-and-a-half years later with copious notes and observations of the Great Plains and the Oregon territory.
1807: Robert Fulton builds the steamboat Clermont. This changes shipping patterns, as shallow draft, paddle wheeler steamboats ply the rivers with bulk loads of staple products, livestock, and people. By the 1810s steam locomotion is applied to ocean-going packet ships, a development which quickens the pace of international commerce and alters immigration patterns.

1811: William Henry Harrison's army wins an important battle at Tippecanoe, in land that later becomes the state of Indiana. This victory disrupts the plans of the Shawnee leader called Tecumseh to form an Indian confederation to resist white incursions onto Indian land.

1812: Congress declares war on Britain, which is already preoccupied with a larger war against Napoleon in Europe. In the War of 1812 neither the Americans nor the British are able to win a definitive victory.

1816: Connecticut abolishes the property qualification for white male voters.

1817 - The Connecticut Asylum at Hartford for the Instruction of Deaf and Dumb Persons opens. It is the first permanent school for the deaf in the U.S. 

1818:  A liberal group of Transylvania University board members seize power and hire Unitarian Horace Holley as president.  The school flourished under Holley’s leadership and was recognized as one of the best universities in America.  The medical college was especially highly regarded.  In 1820, when Thomas Jefferson was trying to found the University of Virginia, he declared that unless something was done, “we must send our children for education to Kentucky or Cambridge.”  He feared that the students who came to Kentucky would never return to Virginia. The faculty included the naturalist Constantine Rafinesque, Daniel Drake, Charles Caldwell, William T. Barry and Jesse Bledsoe.  Presbyterians charged Holley with being a “warm advocate” of certain liberal practices; the theatre, the ballroom, the races, the card table and asserted that he created an elitist institution.  The legislature cut off state support and Holley resigned in 1827.  During Holley’s tenure the university awarded 644 degrees which compared favorably to the 22 degrees awarded during the previous nineteen years.
1819:  After losing the Kentucky Academy, in the formation of Transylvania University, Presbyterians obtained a charter for a new school in Danville.  The state did not live up to its obligations, however, and in 1824 was turned over to the Presbyterian Church on the provision that it would not become a church seminary.  Twenty-seven year old John C. Young became the President of Centre College in 1830 and served until 1857.  The school managed to remain open during the Civil War although only seven degrees were awarded during that period.    

1819:  In Kentucky, so many denominational colleges started after the War of 1812 that by 1847, the state was said to have more colleges than any other state in the Union.  Among the longest-lasting were:  St Josephs (1819, Catholic); St Mary’s (1821, Catholic); Augusta (1822, Methodist); Cumberland (1826, Methodist); and Georgetown (1829, Baptist).  Few of the colleges had adequate funding and much of the work they did was below college level.
1819: The Panic of 1819 occurs.

1820: The order of admission to statehood in relation to balancing the pro- and anti-slavery forces in the Republic results in a crisis over the admission of Missouri as a slave state. Kentuckian Henry Clay devises a compromise in which Missouri joins the Union as a slave state; Maine is split off from Massachusetts and admitted as a free state, and no future slave states can be admitted north of Missouri's southern border.

1821:  Kentucky General Assembly establishes a Literacy Fund and commissions a report on the status of schooling in Kentucky.

1821:  First public high school, Boston English Classical High School, opens.  
1822:  Kentucky Lt. Governor William Barry issues the “Barry Report.”  Unfortunately, the report did little more than underscore the public apathy toward schooling.  Kentucky politicians were steeped in a partisan battle (over the Relief Act).  Two rival groups claimed to be the legitimate Court of Appeals and animosity poisoned cooperation on other matters.  

Barry's committee was most impressed with Massachusetts and Connecticut, both of which used an ad valorem tax for the support of schools.  Throughout New England, “it is rare to meet a young man or woman who has not knowledge of reading, writing, and arithmetic, competent to all the common business of life.”   The report criticized systems that pay for the education of the poor only and advocated a system of common schools.  Barry reported, "...wherever it is practicable, common schools open and free to every description of children are most consonant to the principles of our institutions and produce the most beneficial effects on the minds of the rising generation."  The report was largely disregarded.
1822: Founded in 1816 as a philanthropic precursor to the Abolitionist Movement, the American Colonization Society begins resettling freed African American former slaves to the West African country of Liberia in 1822 on land purchased from local tribes.  
(How many Kentuckians?)
1822:  The Kentucky Abolition Society begins publication of The Abolition Intelligencer, one of the first antislavery newspapers in the U.S., and Missionary Magazine.
1822:  The Kentucky legislature establishes the Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb, in Danville, with an annual appropriation of $3000.
1823:  Samuel Read Hall opens the nation’s first school for teachers in Concord Vermont.  Read complained that local school committees were unwilling “to make adequate compensation to teachers of approved talents and qualifications.”  At a time “when the merchant is overstocked with clerks…law and medicine are thronged with students…there is a deficiency in the number of those who have the inclination and ability to engage in the business of instruction.”
1823: Prompted by Secretary of State John Quincy Adams, President James Monroe announces the Monroe Doctrine, forbidding further European intervention in the emerging nations of the Western Hemisphere.

1824:  Kentucky purchases Lexington’s Fayette Hospital and established one of the nation’s first state-supported mental hospitals.

1825:  Before becoming U. S. Vice President (under Van Buren, 1837-41), Richard M. Johnson opened the Choctaw Academy in Scott County.  The Baptist Church conducted the school and reported to the federal Office of Indian Affairs.  The Treaty of Washington awarded the Choctaw Indians six thousand dollars annually for the education of tribal youth.  The tribe wanted boys educated so that they could fit into American society but the school, after reaching an enrollment of 188, was closed in 1842 due to concerns that the youths were losing too much of their Indian heritage.

1825: The Erie Canal is completed.

1827:  First African-American newspaper, Freedom's Journal, begins publication in New York.
1827- The state of Massachusetts passes a law requiring towns of more than 500 families to have a public high school open to all students.

1828: The Tariff of Abominations spawns a controversy between the North and South: Congress passes a tariff bill which strikes the political leadership of the South as contributing to high prices for consumer goods with no provisions to soften the impact on the agrarian South.

1829 - The New England Asylum for the Blind, now the Perkins School for the Blind, opens in Massachusetts, becoming the first school in the U.S. for children with visual disabilities.

1829:  Reverend Henry Adams opens a school in Louisville which grew until he added four teachers.  

1830's-1840's There is increased concern among white church men about the religious well-being of slaves in the south. This concern leads to plantation missions.  Since the “Great Awakening” many slaves had been attending church services with their masters.  Unlike much of the south, Kentucky did not outlaw the teaching of slaves.
1830:  The Kentucky Act of 1830 provided for schools and optional taxation but “so great was the indifference of the people to education and their unwillingness to bear taxation that the law remained practically a dead letter.” There were 140,000 children in the state between the ages of five and fifteen years but only 31,834 (fewer than one in five) were attending school.  One third of the adult population could neither read nor write.   

1830: The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad opens for operation.

1831–1838: The Trail of Tears becomes the name for a forced migration of the Cherokee Indian Nation (wherein one in four died) from Georgia to Indian Territory west of the Mississippi River.

1831: William Lloyd Garrison begins to publish the Abolitionist newspaper, The Liberator.

1831: Nat Turner's bloody uprising in the southeastern part of Virginia kills 57 whites and results in the death of 200 slaves.

1831: Cyrus McCormick brings out the first mechanical reaping machine.

1832:  A Kentucky survey reveals 140,000 children between the ages of 5 and 15.  Of that number only 31, 834 were in school. 

1833:  Kentucky Association of Professional Teachers formed.

1833:  The Kentucky legislature passes the Non-importation Act banning commercial importation of slaves for resale. It would be repealed in 1849 around the time the constitutional convention rejected attempts to abolish slavery.

1834:  Kentucky Common School Society organized to educate the public about the need for a school system.

1836:  Former Kentucky Headmaster of the Academy at Paris, William Holmes McGuffey published the first McGuffey Eclectic Reader.  It is said that Professor McGuffey sought to understand the interests, abilities, and comprehension of children by arranging them in groups by age and reading them selected pieces which he intended to include in his readers.  His readers also played a major role in the national "pedagagy of patriotism" most obvious in American history texts that glorified the founding fathers.  McGuffey promised that his readers contained no sectarian or partisan accounts and included solely those values that everyone (meaning, all Protestants) subscribed to (or should subscribe to). There was a huge market for such a political and religious common denominator and the Readers sold more than 122 million copies.
1837:  Transylvania’s Charles Caldwell led half of the medical faculty to Louisville where they founded the Louisville Medical Institute.  The Louisville City Council also created the Louisville Collegiate Institute.
1837:  The federal government distributed surplus revenue to the states for the establishment of schools.  Kentucky received $1, 433,754.  Kentucky, which had been focusing on better roads, and other public works, fell into debt and spent the federal money.  An act of the General Assembly required that all bonds held by the Board of Education be delivered to the Governor to be burned by him in the presence of the Auditor and Treasurer of the State.  The state’s creditors were powerless to collect on their investments. 

1837 - Horace Mann becomes Secretary of Education on the newly formed Massachusetts State Board of Education. A visionary educator and proponent of public (or "free") schools, Mann works tirelessly for increased funding of public schools and better training for teachers. His annual reports were circulated and quoted throughout the United States.  As Editor of the Common School Journal, his belief in the importance of free, universal public education gains a national audience. Mann argued the perfectibility of human life and institutions.  Universal education could be the "great equalizer" of human conditions, the "balance wheel of social machinery.”  Reflecting the prevalent sentiment of the day, Mann said, the female school teacher "holds her commission form nature.  In the well-developed female character there is always a preponderance of affection over intellect.  However powerful and brilliant her reflective faculties may be, they are considered a deformity in her character unless overbalanced and tempered by womanly affections."  He resigns his position as Secretary in 1848 to take the Congressional seat vacated by the death of John Quincy Adams and later becomes the first president of Antioch College.  

1837 - Eighty students arrive at Mount Holyoke Female Seminary, in Massachusetts, the first college for women in the U.S. Its founder/president is Mary Lyon.  
1838:  On 16 Feb 1838, the Kentucky Common School System was established - a rudimentary system of schools under its first Superintendent, Rev. J. J. Bullock (who served one year and was quickly followed by six more – all Protestant ministers, until 1847).  With the state treasury spent, and to preserve its credit, the General Assembly drew upon the resources of the school fund reducing it to $850 thousand - thus plundering $583,757 from the new school fund.  A State Board of Education was formed to oversee the school fund, and each school district of 30 to 50 pupils would have a 5-member Board of Trustees with a 5-member Board of Commissioners.
1839 - The first state funded school specifically for teacher education (then known as "normal" schools) opens in Lexington, Massachusetts.

1840s and 1850s:  Nativism was a lurking problem for Catholics in the United States throughout most of history.  It became more serious in Kentucky during this period with the rise of the American Party, or the Know-Nothing Party.

1840:  24 counties had fully or partially organized schools.  Student tuition averaged $12.  First census of Kentucky school children was taken.  A deficit appeared in the internal improvement bonds fund.  In response, the state treasurer refused to release any money for education.  The "visionary" internal improvement projects included efforts to turn brooks into navigable streams; roads to Sounding Gap; improve the navigation of Goose Creek.  To pay it, the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund suspended payment of the interest due on the bonds held by the Board of Education.  The General Assembly did not feel it was imperative upon them to borrow money at 6% to pay the state a debt owed to itself.  Friends of the common schools appealed to the General Assembly not to raid the fund; in vain.  The General Assembly responded that the school fund was not a legitimate state debt and subsequent governors refused to acknowledge the debt.
1841:  The Reverend Henry Adams of Louisville’s Fifth Street Baptist Church opens the Adams School, one of the first African American schools in Kentucky.

1841: Frederick Douglass begins his abolitionist lecturing career.

1841: The first wagon train bound for California leaves Independence, Missouri.

1842:  The Kentucky Institution of the Education of the Blind opens in Louisville on $10,000 of public money, some private funds and tuition.  Enrollment reached forty-three students.  One of the outstanding teachers was Harvard graduate, Joseph B. Smith, the first blind person to graduate from an American college.
1842:  The state Sinking Fund failed to meet $116,375 in obligations.  State Superintendent George W. Brush (1842-1843) reported to Gov Letcher, "If the…schools [are]…unpopular with the people, let them say so, and let the law be repealed; but let us not starve the system to death privately."  Gov Letcher made no response.

1843:  Kentucky released $2,504 to the school districts although $125,884.25 was available.  School fund was approved for general purposes, including building and equipment.  The states' first Textbook Law provided that parents should select textbooks for their children, provided that no book of an infidel or immoral nature is selected.  Superintendent Ryland Thompson Dillard (1843-1847) reported: "...the introduction of religious sectarian feelings…which have a tendency to interrupt the harmony and prosperity of the schools.   Why should any denomination of Christians persist in having a teacher of its own peculiar tenants?  The ...object of all should be to obtain the services of an instructor whose morals...and qualifications are unquestioned."  
1844: A telegraph line links Baltimore, Maryland, and Washington, D.C.

1845:  Kentucky politician Cassius M. Clay begins publishing The True American newspaper to disseminate his emancipationist views.

1845: Texas joins the Union, precipitating the Mexican-American War. American General Winfield Scott captures Mexico City and the Mexican forces are defeated in 1847.
1845: The Irish potato famine begins, stimulating mass immigration to the United States.

1846:  The Kentucky legislature combined the Louisville Medical Institute and the Louisville Collegiate Institute, added a law school, and thus the University of Louisville was formed.

1847:  The December 7th Frankfort Commonwealth declares, “The Common School System of Kentucky is a mockery.”  At this time, most counties didn’t even report their educational statistics.  Teachers were usually certified, but appointments were more likely dependent upon family and political connections than knowledge or pedagogical skills.  One cautious teacher applicant, when asked if he taught “a round world or a flat world,” reportedly replied that he was uncertain and would teach whichever the trustees wanted. 

1847:  Governor Owsley appoints the Reverend Robert J. Breckinridge (son of John Breckinridge) as state superintendent.  Breckinridge became a passionate, tireless advocate for better schools.  The Louisville Morning Courier declared, “Kentucky has…her Horace Mann.”  He first obtained from the legislature of 1848 a new bond for the confiscated school funds amounting to $1,225,768, thus adding all unpaid interest to the principal of the bond - and marked the final "establishment" of the state system of schools.  Public schools became (largely) free.  The next year he secured legislation permitting the people to vote at the fall elections for a two-mill state school tax, stumped the state for the measure, and carried the proposal by a majority of 36,882 – a two to one margin.  In his annual report he warned against the per capita method of funding districts since it did not reflect the number of children actually attending school.  Responsibility for textbook selection changed from parents to trustees.

1847:  William H. Gibson Sr. started teaching in Louisville and was so successful that he soon established grammar schools in Frankfort, Lexington, Bowling Green, Maysville and Richmond.  He had schools for blacks for at least part of that time.   

1849:  Josiah Henson, a fugitive slave from Kentucky, publishes his autobiography, believed to be the inspiration for Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

1850:  Superintendent Breckinridge promoted the first mention of education in the Kentucky Constitution.  Education was made an essential function of government.  A common school fund was created, the debt to the state school fund was recognized at $1,326,770, and declared inviolable.  Breckinridge failed in his attempt to remove all tuition and remove state authority over textbook selection.  State Superintendent was changed from a gubernatorial appointment to an elected office.  Sixteen counties reported that “some blacks” were in school. 
1850: Henry Clay and, later, Stephen Douglas devise the Compromise of 1850 to resolve the sectional crisis over slavery resulting from the Mexican War. A series of practical trade-offs are arranged, but they do not resolve the root causes of the contention, and the country does no more than buy itself another decade of peace.

1850s: The Abolitionist Movement gains powerful support from women like Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman, and Harriet Beecher Stowe, who in 1852 publishes her novel, Uncle Tom's Cabin, depicting the plight of slaves in the South.  In 1850, the U.S. Congress passes the Fugitive Slave Law.  In Kentucky, about 25 percent of the 38,385 slave masters have more than one slave and only five own more than 100. The average master has five slaves. Still, only in Virginia and Georgia are slaves scattered among more owners.
1852:  Jossiah Priest publishes Bible defence of slavery.

1852 - Massachusetts enacts the first mandatory attendance law. By 1885, 16 states have compulsory-attendance laws, but most of those laws are sporadically enforced at best. All states have them by 1918.

1853:  Rev. Robert J. Breckinridge resigns as state superintendent of schools.  During his tenure school enrollment increased from 20,402 to 201,223; average attendance in the elementary schools rose from 10,220 to 72,010; the school fund grew from 991,000 to 1,400,270.01.  At this time, among the slave states, only North Carolina could match Kentucky’s educational progress.  Progress continued until it was disrupted by the Civil War.  For example, in 1856 Transylvania University began a normal school program only to end it two years later.  Schools lacked much, but sometimes exceptional teachers and eager students produced results much better than the state had a right to expect.  Schools became a unifying feature of many Kentucky communities – despite the political clashes of some competing local groups at the district level.
1853:  The Presbyterian Danville Theological Seminary opened to serve those who wanted to become ministers. 
1854: In return for the support of a block of southern senators for the Kansas-Nebraska Act, authorizing a transcontinental railroad line, Illinois Democrat Stephen Douglas agrees to include language repealing the Missouri Compromise by opening up the western territories of Kansas and Nebraska as possible slave states. Douglas agrees to have the slave or free labor status of these new states determined by popular sovereignty by way of a vote on the permissibility of slavery in state constitutions. This creates a fire-storm of protest in the North and leads many northerners to renounce their membership in the Democratic Party.

1854: The Republican Party is founded and builds its membership out of the disintegration of the Whig Party, the northern Democratic Party, the Free Soil Party, and the anti-immigrant "Know Nothing" Party. The Republican Party has no support in the South. It picks up northern anti-slavery forces who defect from the Democratic Party over the Dred Scott decision and the Kansas-Nebraska Act.

1855:  Reverend John G. Fee opened Berea College under the belief that Kentucky needed a school, like Oberlin (in Ohio), that was “anti-slavery, anti-caste, anti-rum, anti-sin.”  But the school didn’t gain much headway due to their antislavery views and Fee was forced to leave until after the war. 
1855:  By this time there were 239 colleges serving 27,821 students; 6,185 academies serving 263,096 students; and, 80,978 common schools in America.

1856:  In Kentucky, an additional 3-cent property tax was approved by popular vote (57,526 to 25,239).  This brought the tax up to 5-cents per $100 of taxable property in the state.
1856:  White citizens in Hopkinsville, Cadiz, and other communities resort to intimidation and violence against enslaved and free blacks in Kentucky’s largest conspiracy scare.  
(Flesh this out more)
1856 - The first kindergarten in the U.S. is started in Watertown, Wisconsin, founded by Margarethe Schurz. Four years later, Elizabeth Palmer Peabody opens the first "formal" kindergarten in Boston, MA.

1857: The Panic of 1857 and falling prices for agricultural products aggravate sectional tensions between the North and the South.

1857: Roger Taney, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, writes the majority opinion in the Dred Scott case, holding that Dred Scott, as a slave and, moreover, as a Negro, had "no rights which the white man was bound to respect."

1857 - The National Teachers Association (now the National Education Association) is founded by forty-three educators in Philadelphia
1860:  Kentucky had still not accepted the idea of a universal public school system, however.  The legislature never even hinted at the idea of free public education for all of Kentucky's school-age children.  No power was given to the counties to set and collect a school tax.  The General Assembly set no curriculum and adopted no books.  Local school commissioners, many of whom were illiterate themselves, selected and certified teachers.  Parents chose the books their children were to learn from - mostly the Bible.  No provision was made for the education of the children of slaves.  Finally, the law failed to prescribe the length of the school term; although, it was generally agreed to be at least three months but never more than five.  The fourth grade was considered to be the terminal grade; at which point a student was thought to be able to read a newspaper, the Bible, write a simple letter of correspondence, add, and subtract.
1860: Abraham Lincoln, the leader of the Republican Party, running on a platform of confining slavery to the states in which it is already established, is elected to the presidency.

1861: Seven southern states secede from the Union and form the Confederate States of America. Four additional states join the Confederacy after the firing on Fort Sumter in Charleston (South Carolina) Bay.

1861–1865: The Civil War demonstrates both the skill of southern military leadership and the overwhelming strength of the northern economy, which slowly grinds the secessionist movement into the ground.

1862–1864: Freed from the presence of southern members of Congress, absent now in secession, the Republican Party passes its program—the Homestead Act granting government land to small farmers; the Morrill Land Grant Act setting aside government land to fund agricultural and engineering colleges; the raising of protective tariffs to shield U.S. industry from foreign competition; the National Bank Act establishing a         national system of banks to enforce standards on state banks and to restrict the circulation of state banks' currency notes; the passage of the first income tax and other war taxes; and the railroad acts subsidizing the transcontinental railroad. This monumental legislative accomplishment sets forth the economic agenda that facilitates the         industrialization of the country.

1863:  Under State Superintendent Rev. Daniel Stevenson (1863-1867) School-age was redefined as six to twenty years of age.  The General Assembly made provisions for a 5-cent local tax for better buildings and higher teacher salaries.  "Negro schools" were placed under the direction of the white trustees and teachers were required to be certified.  

1863: President Lincoln's executive order issued in the summer of 1862, becomes effective on January 1, 1863, declaring that all slaves in the states in rebellion are henceforth and forever free. It says nothing about slavery in other states – including Kentucky.  The enlistment of African American volunteers for the Union army begins in Kentucky.  Camp Nelson, in Jessamine County, becomes one of the largest recruitment and training centers for black troops in the U.S.
1863: In his December 1863 Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction President Lincoln announces a mild program of bringing the South back into the Union. This was the "10 percent plan" by which (with the temporary exception of military or political leaders) he would pardon all white southerners and readmit each southern state back into the Union whenever 10 percent of the number of voters in the 1860 election swore allegiance to the Union. The states also had to pass laws guaranteeing African Americans their freedom and providing for their education.

1865:  On January 31, Congress approves the Thirteenth Amendment outlawing slavery in the United States.  A federal law frees the wives and children of African American soldiers.  In Kentucky, the general assembly rejects the Thirteenth Amendment but ratification by a majority of other states make the amendment law.  From 1865 to 1875 there were 117 known lynchings in Kentucky.
1865: The Commander of the Confederate Armies, Robert E. Lee, surrenders his forces to General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Courthouse, ending the rebellion.

1865: President Lincoln is assassinated in April 1865. Vice President Andrew Johnson becomes president.

1865: The Freedman's Bureau is established to educate, feed, locate families of, and oversee the labor relations of former slaves. The Bureau also helps the most destitute of the white population.  Its greatest success lay in the planting of the free school among Negroes, and the idea of free elementary education among all classes in the South.  267 of its schools provided education to 13,000 blacks.  Most Freedmen’s Bureau activities, attracted strong - and violent - opposition.  School after school was burned and teacher after teacher was whipped or driven away.  

1865: Congress reconvenes in December 1865 and refuses to seat Southern    representatives. It establishes the Joint Committee on Reconstruction and passes the Thirteenth Amendment, ending slavery.

1865–1890: Sharecropping grows in the South, where the tenant farmer rents land for shares of the crop.

1865–1890: A crop-lien system of credit extends itself into the South, a region with too few credit institutions. The local merchant extends high-interest credit to small farmers. Often the small farmer owes more at the end of the harvest than he had at the beginning of the sowing season. If the farmer gets too far behind in his payments the merchant         may repossess his land. Many small farmers, both African American and white, lost land in this manner and became tenant farmers on land they once owned.

1866:  Post-war, conditions in Kentucky were deplorable.  According to Kentucky Historian Laureate, Thomas Clark, “An educated and objective southerner viewing his region in the dreary fall of 1866 might well have given up in despair.  Every institution in the South had been injured seriously by the war.  Most of all, the embryonic public school system was disrupted at the very moment when it was first gaining momentum.  Now the South faced the unsettling blight of post-war confusion which delayed for a half century the maturing of the educational process that should have come to flower no later than 1870.  On every hand white and Negro children grew up in gross ignorance, and illiteracy was accepted as a normal state of affairs.”  No state was more torn during the years following the Civil War.  The states to the south were united in defeat, and the knowledge that they fought well; those to the north were united in victory and the promise of prosperity.  Poor Kentucky had succeeded, at hideous cost, only in tearing itself apart and planting seeds of enduring hatreds, and now it turned and tore itself again.  Having stuck to the Union throughout the war, once the fighting was over it embraced the Confederate cause with an addled passion (partly because of the short-sighted and punitive policies of Union military commanders), leading one historian to remark that it was the only government in history to join the loser after the loss.
1866:  Kentucky passes its first law governing schools for African American children which held that, “Only taxes collected from blacks could be used in the schools for black children; funds from whites would support the white education only.”  Two years later the General Assembly further limited the ‘colored school fund’ by ordering that any money from taxes collected from black residents would go to their paupers first, before being spent on education

1866: Congress passes its Civil Rights bill over President Johnson's veto. This ends the period of presidential Reconstruction and begins the period of congressional Reconstruction, in which the Republican Party, led by the "radical Republicans," tries to continue and complete the revolution that the Civil War had brought on in the South.

1866: The Ku Klux Klan organizes secretly to terrorize African Americans or "scalawag" white Republicans who try to vote. Southern legislatures begin passing "black codes" based on segregation laws imposed on freed slaves in the pre-Civil War South. These black codes restrict African Americans to agricultural labor and clamp down on their mobility.  In Kentucky, Governor John W. Stevenson sends troops to Mercer County to protect black citizens from mob violence.

1866: Congress passes the Fourteenth Amendment, defining citizenship and seeking to preserve the rights of ex-slaves to "due process of law."  It would not be ratified by Kentucky until 1976.

1867:  The election of school Commissioners in Kentucky was placed in the hands of the County Judges and Fiscal Courts; The State Board was empowered to create a recommend textbooks list from which texts must be selected; county teacher's institutes were established; teachers were required to follow a course of study. 
1867:  The Kentucky General Assembly rejects the proposed Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which makes former slaves into citizens with full rights.  Ratification by a majority of other states will make the amendment law. 

1867: The Military Reconstruction Act passes Congress as part of a package of legislation outlining the congressional plan for Reconstruction.

1867 - After hearing of the desperate situation faced schools in the south, George Peabody funds the two-million-dollar Peabody Education Fund to aid public education in southern states.

1867: Congress passes the Tenure of Office Act to cut back on President Andrew Johnson's ability to obstruct congressional Reconstruction.

1868: Most of the southern states are readmitted to Congress under the congressional Reconstruction plan.

1868: Ulysses S. Grant is elected president.

1868:  The Kentucky General Assembly establishes a Commissioner for Louisville schools - thus creating the first local school district "Superintendency."
1869:  Following a vote of the people, the General Assembly approved an increased property tax of 15-cents for white schools only - bringing the total to 20-cents per $100 of taxable property.  As a result, the school fund grew from $282,948.61 in 1869 to $968,176.80 in 1871.  Teacher's wages improved from $12 to $30 per month for 3 months (in 1869) to $30 to $45 per month for 5 months.
1869: Congress passes the Fifteenth Amendment, guaranteeing that voting can not be denied because of "race, color, or previous condition of servitude."  The Kentucky General Assembly rejects the proposed Amendment.  Ratification by a majority of other states will make the amendment law.
1869: The first transcontinental railroad is completed at Promontory Point in Utah.

1870s, 80s & 90s:  The history of the Kentucky common schools from 1870 to 1908 can be succinctly summarized by citing stubborn public resistance to taxation, trustee control of the local schools, lack of trained teachers and teacher training institutions, a poor rural agrarian economy, and the woeful lack of expectation that education can improve social and economic conditions.  Running through all the reports of the county superintendents were notes critical of the trustee system, the indifference of parents, the shabbiness of schoolhouses, lack of supplies and equipment, and the shamefully low enrollment in schools and the discouraging average daily attendance of those enrolled.

1870:  The first Republican Convention of Colored Citizens of the State of Kentucky is held in Frankfort.  Members of Quinn Chapel A.M.E. Church, in Louisville, organize a streetcar sit-in, the state’s first known protest of racial discrimination.

1871:  Superintendent Howard Andrew Millett (HAM) Henderson (1871-1879) personally devoted much personal study and writing on school architecture as well as teaching methods.  Two professional educators were added to the state Board of Education bringing the total membership to 5.  A ten-week Normal School (where?) was established under the direction of Supt Henderson, and teachers completing it gained 5-year certification.  The tax on colored persons stood at 45-cents per $100 of taxable property owned by blacks and mulattoes.  In addition, black schools received all state taxes on suits, deeds, licensure, penalties and fines from colored persons and a capitation tax on colored males over 21-years of age.
1871:  Black Kentucky lawyers Nathaniel R. Harper and George A. Griffith are admitted to the Kentucky bar.  Frankfort’s African American citizens petition Congress for protection against violence.  The Ku Klux Klan Act is passed; represses the Klan and drives it underground.

1872: The Freedman's Bureau is dismantled.

1873: The U.S. economy enters a quarter century of instability marked by recurrent panics and brief recoveries. The economic depression that follows results in reduced revenues for education. Southern schools are hit particularly hard, making a bad situation even worse. 
1874:  Superintendent Henderson campaigned to raise the understanding of Kentuckians to the educational needs of the Commonwealth.  He fought the unconstitutional act of the General Assembly that sought to take away school funds (yet again) and he won.  He also crusaded for better pay for teachers, better textbooks, local taxation, normal schools for teacher preparation and the implementation of the graded school concept.  White voters agreed to increase funding for their schools four-fold, but schools for black children still languished far behind those for whites.  The federal government offered Kentucky $60,000 for the establishment of schools for black children.  Initially, Henderson, who opposed “mixing” whites with “ignorant Africans,” balked at the offer.  He wrote, “The most perplexing question connected with our school interest is that which relates to the education of the children of the colored people.  In every social aspect of the case they constitute a non-conformable element.  Different in history and color, there seems to be no natural affinity between them and the white race.  After a long subjection to servitude, the colored people have suddenly been elevated to the franchises of American citizenship.  Whatever view we may entertain of the propriety of the amendment to the Federal Constitution conferring this dignity upon them, it confronts us as a fact, and necessitates that we should deal with it as a practical problem, pressing upon us for its proper solution.  If education is to be the basis for civil order, then to elevate the ignorant Africans, who are invested with the tremendous power of suffrage, becomes at once a necessary duty.  It has been truthfully said: An uneducated ballot is the winding-sheet of liberty.  I presume that candid men of all parties will agree that the mixing of the races in the common schools would dismember the system; yet the colored people ask that something should be done for them to aid in the education of their children and we should not be so imbecile as to dismiss their entreaty without even thinking over the whole field to, at least, ascertain what might be done for them without injury to the whites.”

Ultimately he accepted the funding and change did occur.  However, this only raised the funding level to approximately one-third of that for white students. 
1876:  Johns Hopkins University, usually described as the first "research university" in the United States, is founded.

1876: Alexander Graham Bell invents the telephone.
1878: Some African Americans, unwilling to live under the increasingly repressive social segregation of the New South, migrate to the North or, like the Exodusters, to Kansas or other western states.

1879:  Under Superintendent Joseph Desha Pickett (1879-1887) the state tax for schools was increased to 22-cents per $100 in property valuation; “graduation” of pupils from common schools was provided; and, county superintendent becomes an elected position for a term of two-years. 

1879:  In Louisville, Elijah and Henry Marrs found the Baptist Normal and Theological Institute, Kentucky’s first black college.

1879: Thomas A. Edison invents the incandescent light bulb.

1880:  Two Kentucky “Buffalo Soldiers” earn Medals of Honor for their services in the Western Campaigns: Pulaski County native Sergeant Brent Woods and Sergeant Thomas Shaw, both of the 9th Cavalry.

1881: The Tuskegee Institute is founded by Booker T. Washington.

1882:  In Kentucky v. Jesse Ellis, U. S. Federal Court declared Kentucky’s funding plan unconstitutional.  The General Assembly “responded with a plan to establish a combined funding system with the same per capita rate for black and white schools, to raise the tax rate, and to abolish the poll tax paid only by blacks.”  The plan covered only state funds and still allowed for local school districts to discriminate. 
1883: The Supreme Court rules that the Fourteenth Amendment forbids state governments from discrimination, but does not apply to individuals or private organizations, such as businesses.  (CiteCase)
1883:  Kentucky's funding plan covered only state funds and still allowed for local school districts to discriminate.  So, in August of 1883, in the case of Claybrook v. Owensboro, Judge John W. Barr ruled that such discrimination violated the 14th Amendment of the U. S. Constitution. “The two [school] systems could remain separate, but in regard to calendar, curriculum, and funding, they must - on the surface at least - be equal.” 
1886:  The Kentucky legislature establishes the State Normal School for Colored Persons, later known as Kentucky State University, to prepare African Americans for teaching positions.
1888:  Nathaniel Harper becomes the first African American judge in Kentucky.

1889: In Chicago, Jane Addams founds Hull House, the first "settlement house" center of food, shelter, and assimilation for the urban immigrant poor.

1889:  Mayslick native Charles Young becomes the third African American to graduate from West Point. Unwilling to put him in command of combat troops, the army stations him behind the lines in World War I.

1890s:  Around this time Kentucky spawned an increasing number of "independent graded schools."  This type of school came into existence in smaller towns where the citizens wanted better schools; better than the rural school the county system was able to afford.  Like the city folk before them, townspeople became dissatisfied with the district school and tried to make a better type of school.  Thus, a number of graded schools arose that were independent of the county system.  In 1892-1893, there were 65 such schools reported; by 1900 that number was 102. Two-thirds of the teachers were men at this time in history.  They were typically working for pocket change, to supplement a farm income, or as a stepping-stone to something better.  Teaching became a common avenue for boys, and even some girls, to escape the family farm.  After a few years, they could move on to become a store clerk, newspaper editor or lawyer.  Most teachers were hired without contract and their jobs depended solely on their ability to satisfy their patrons.  Parents placed little value on regular attendance.  The common school curriculum consisted of whatever books were available, and lessons generally took the form of memory work.  In 1865, there were15 state supported normal schools in the country.  By 1871, that number had grown to 26.  By 1890, 92 normal schools existed and institutional competition began to emerge.
1890:  In New York, The Forum begins a series of progressive articles including: Henry Cabot Lodge on politics; Jane Addams on social reform, and William James on psychical research.  A series of articles by Joseph Mayer Rice documenting deplorable conditions in the public schools gained a strong reaction from the public.  His six-month, first-hand appraisal of American public education covered 36 cities, 1200 teachers and bore all of the characteristics of "muckraking" journalism.  He decried the crippling influence of politics, the need to introduce scientific supervision of teachers and the need for more competent teachers.  Rices' revelations were difficult for many Americans who had been taught the inextricable relationship between education and national progress.

1890: At the last major confrontation between U.S. troops and Native Americans in the Battle of Wounded Knee in South Dakota, U.S. Army troops of the Seventh Calvary (Custer's old regiment) use machine guns to kill 200 Ogalala Sioux Indians. Twenty nine U.S. soldiers also die.

1890 - The Second Morrill Act is enacted. It provides for the "more complete endowment and support of the colleges "through the sale of public lands, Part of this funding leads to the creation of 16 historically black land-grant colleges.

1890s: "Jim Crow" laws enforcing social segregation are passed by southern state legislatures, and in the 1890s the lynching (execution without trial) of African Americans averages 187 per year.

1891:  Kentucky adopts its fourth Constitution.  The Constitution required the General Assembly to provide for “an efficient system of common schools throughout the state” and to appropriate to the common schools the income from the common school fund and any sum which may be produced for the purposes of common school education by taxation or otherwise.  Even so, the General Assembly showed no initiative and lacking a direct mandate from the people did not levy a dollar of public taxes in support of public schools until 1904 - thirteen years after being empowered to do so.  Not until 1893 did the statute books contain a single line of legislation actually requiring the establishment of schools in every county and the levying of local taxes in support thereof, and not until 1908 was this mandatory legislation made general for all local units.  One Kentucky governor complained that he had a hard time getting the people to understand that a Woodford County child is worth as much as a race horse.

The first Superintendent of Public Instruction to serve under Kentucky’s new constitution was Ed Porter Thompson.  Like several before him, he called for corrections to the "maladministration" which led some local educators to consider school money as a bonus to the district to be handed out to favored kin instead of educating Kentucky's children.  "While this is not the rule, it is safe to say that in this way more of the public money is annually squandered than the state has lost in a century..." The school day was fixed at 6 hours; the school term at 5 months; efforts were made to increase attendance and improve teacher's wages and pay them according to a grade certificate.  Provisions were made for county boards of education to adopt textbooks for a period of five years. 

1892:  The National Education Association's Committee of Ten, chaired by Harvard President Charles Eliot, announced that even though only a very small fraction of high school graduates actually go to college, college preparation should be the controlling purpose of the high school.  The acceptance of this concept cemented university control over the high school curriculum.
1892:  The Kentucky General Assembly enacts the Separate Coach Law, requiring racial segregation of railroad passenger traffic. African Americans across the state organize to protest the act.
While southern states did not pass laws that supported a system of segregation until the 1890s, white hostility had been the hallmark of southern race relations for over two centuries.  The traditions of racism, white hostility toward blacks, and the inability of the black minority to protect itself after reconstruction all combined to disadvantage the former slaves from the start.  White southerners explored ways to retain their mastery over blacks.  Southern legislatures enacted criminal statutes that invariably prescribed harsher penalties for blacks than for whites and erected a formal system marginalizing African-Americans that remained in the early twentieth century

1893:  The Reverend W. H. Anderson and his wife test the Separate Coach Act by sitting in the white-only section of a train. They are put off the train for refusing to sit in the Jim Crow coach and file suit in federal court.

1895: Booker T. Washington, an African American spokesman for self-improvement, gives his Atlanta Exposition speech in which he tries to convince his (mostly white) audience that if they hire African Americans, employers will find them to be good and grateful workers who will not make any demands on the political system or on the race         etiquette of the South.  He brought the concept of industrial education to the Deep South.   His idea was that “blacks would be trained to work out their own salvation through an education adapted to ‘their lives’ and ‘present needs’.”   He said the means for progress for most blacks was likely to be industrial education.  In his speech at the Cotton States International Exposition in Atlanta, Washington said that in all things “that are purely social we can be as separate as the fingers, yet one as the hand in all things essential to mutual progress.
1895:  By this time there were more than 200 American universities offering some kind of teacher training.  27 had formed departments or schools of pedagogy.

1896: The Populist Movement, which adopts the "fusion" strategy of supporting the Democratic Party's presidential candidate, William Jennings Bryan, goes down in defeat as Republican William McKinley wins the presidential election.

1896:  Homer Plessy, a 30-year-old African American, challenges the state of Louisiana's "Separate Car Act," arguing that requiring Blacks to ride in separate railroad cars violates the 13th and 14th Amendments. The U.S. Supreme Court upholds the Louisiana law stating in the majority opinion that the intent of the 14th Amendment "had not been intended to abolish distinctions based on color." Thus, the Supreme Court ruling in the case of Plessy v. Ferguson makes "separate but equal" policies legal. It becomes a legal precedent used to justify many other segregation laws, including "separate but equal" education.  Kentuckian, and Supreme Court Justice John Marshall Harlan wrote a stirring dissent saying, “The white race deems itself to be the dominant race in this country...But in the view of the Constitution, in the eye of the law, there is in this country no superior, dominant ruling class of citizens...Our Constitution is color-blind... In respect of civil rights, all citizens are equal before the law... It is, therefore, to be regretted that this high tribunal... has reached the conclusion that it is competent for a State to regulate the enjoyment by citizens of their civil rights solely upon the basis of race... We boast of the freedom enjoyed by our people above all other peoples. But it is difficult to reconcile that boast with a state of the law which, practically, puts the brand of servitude and degradation upon a large class of our fellow-citizens, our equals before the law. The thin disguise of ‘equal’ accommodations...will not mislead anyone, nor atone for the wrong this day done.” 

        AN ERA OF ECONOMIC INSTABILITY, 1897–1920

1897: President William McKinley offers to mediate Spain's war against the Cuban forces of national self-determination. Spain declines the offer.

1898: In part due to articles that appear in the sensationalist "yellow journalism" press, the U.S. public registers disgust with the repressive policy of the Spanish government towards its colony, Cuba, which is fighting a guerilla war of national liberation led, until his death in battle in 1895, by José Martí. To emphasize its displeasure with the         bloody counterinsurgency, the United States sends the battleship Maine to Havana. While at anchor in Havana harbor the Maine blows up. The United States promptly goes to war with Spain.

1898: The Treaty of Paris ends the Spanish-American War. It cedes Puerto Rico and the Philippines to the United States and recognizes Cuban independence.

1898: In reaction to the U.S. acquisition of an empire as a result of the war with Spain, the Anti-Imperialist League develops. Although never strong enough to deter the U.S. policies of imperial aggrandizement, the Anti-Imperialist League, including such personages as Jane Addams, Andrew Carnegie, Samuel Gompers, Mark Twain, and former President Grover Cleveland, stakes out a position of opposition to empire (frequently mixed with isolationism).

1899:  State Superintendent Harry V McChesney (1899-1903) reported a serious need for an increase in the length of the school term of rural schools.  There was a provision of the law allowing individual districts the right to vote a tax to lengthen the term; but little good resulted.  Many districts were so poor that with an ordinary rate of taxation only a very small amount of revenue could be generated.  The people had been inclined to doubt the authority of a local treasurer to collect taxes and so, where such a tax had been voted, a great deal of litigation resulted from the efforts to collect it.  When stumping for a longer school term, McChesney enumerated inequities when describing inefficient state and county tax laws.
1900: Although the roots of muckraking stretch back well into the nineteenth century, this genre of social exposé becomes more popular and more influential in suggesting targets of Progressive reform. Prominent muckrakers include Lincoln Steffens, Ida Tarbell, and, on the issue of lynching, African American journalist Ida B. Wells.  
1900: The Social Gospel movement establishes a link between religious culture (mainly Protestant) and social reform. It imbues a crusade-like quality to Progressive era reform struggles. In addition to the Settlement House movement, its manifestations include the Salvation Army. (Connect to Pine Mountain/Hyden…Hindman, other settlement schools in KY) By 1900 the Salvation Army has over 20,000 volunteers in service to the urban poor.

1900s:  By this time the number of women entering the field of teaching was on the rise.  The influx facilitated expansion of the teaching core and the lengthening of school terms.  As teaching was transformed from a seasonal to a full-time occupation, men demanded higher wages, and in some cases the pay differential between men and women doubled.  That was an ominous development in a political environment where proposed increases in the school tax met with determined opposition from voters and lawmakers alike. Under such circumstances, the feminization of teaching was the key both to sustaining the graded schools and to spreading their influence beyond the borders of isolated towns and cities. Over time, teaching came to be seen by most Americans as "Women's work,” which cast a second-class status upon the profession.  
The idea of women working for less money than men was well accepted, even by most women. “Assumptions about women’s subordination to men and devaluation of their labor were so deeply imbedded in the culture that they required little comment.”  These attitudes persisted well into the twentieth century, particularly in the elementary schools.  Women teachers also tended to demonstrate a greater interest in ‘educational progress.’ Most men who entered the classroom entered teaching as a stepping-stone to more lucrative employment.  They relied on their superiors to get them into college or to open the doors of business, law, and medicine.  Male teachers took care not to offend the local school committee by embracing unpopular innovations.

Women, on the other hand, remained on the periphery of the political relationships that structured men’s lives.  They had less to loose by casting off tradition, and because of their marginal status they received lighter punishments for their transgressions.  As a result, argued advocates of the new education, female teachers were more ‘ready witted and quick to catch ideas.’  Their increased presence in the classroom seemed to distance schooling from the politics of neighborhood life.  That disentanglement was essential if the new education was to make inroads into the countryside

At roughly the same time teaching started to become a specialized form of work - professionalization begins.  

1900:  Kentucky stood fourth in the South in per capita income devoted to education, and had the only compulsory education law in the South.

1900:  In Chesapeake and Ohio Railway Company v. Kentucky, the U.S. Supreme Court upholds most provisions of the Separate Coach Law. Kentucky Justice Harlan is the lone dissenter.

1901:  Frances W. Parker's Progressive School opened in Quincy, MA, signaling the start of the progressive education era which would last until mid-century.
1901: President McKinley is assassinated. Vice President Theodore Roosevelt becomes president, causing some consternation in business circles where Roosevelt is regarded as an impulsive "cowboy."

1903:  The school tax was raised to 26.5 cents per $100 in (taxable) property valuation.

Superintendent James Henry Fuqua served from 1903 to1907.  During his tenure all school terms were set at six months.  A compulsory school attendance law was enacted and a uniform textbook law enacted without the governor's signature.  The General Assembly established two normal schools; Eastern at Richmond, and Western in Bowling Green.
1903:  John Dewey decides to accept an offer to teach at Columbia University (New York) and leaves the Chicago Laboratory School, which he and his wife, Alice Chipman Dewey, had founded in 1896. By 1904, after eight years of intense and creative pedagogical work, the Laboratory School had become, according to Lawrence Cremin, "the most interesting experimental venture in American education." It had also become a center for other scholars of various fields to meet together to analyze and discuss solutions to the most pressing intellectual and social problems of the time.
1903:  Pavlov wins Nobel Prize spawning interest in "conditioned response" in schools.

1903: After Colombia refuses to accept the U.S. offer of $10 million plus $225,000 per year for the 100-year lease of a 6-mile-wide canal zone spanning the isthmus of Panama, a "revolution" against Colombia takes place, and the new nation of Panama is promptly recognized by the United States. The United States signs the same deal with Panama that         the Colombians had rejected and continues the construction of the Panama Canal.

1904:  The Kentucky General Assembly passes the Day Law.  This “Jim Crow” statute was aimed principally at Berea College and made the segregation of all Kentucky schools public policy.  The law read, “That it shall be unlawful for any person, corporation, or association of persons to maintain or operate any college, school, or institution where persons of the white and negro races are both received as pupils for instruction; and any person or corporation who shall operate or maintain any such college, school, or institution shall be fined $1,000, and any person or corporation who may be convicted of violating the provisions of this act shall be fined $100 for each day they may operate said school, college, or institution after such conviction.” 
1904:  Beckham County, Kentucky - the "80-day Wonder" - was briefly Kentucky's 120th County.  It was fashioned out of Carter, Lewis and Elliott Counties, until the Court of Appeals ruled it out of existence less than three months from its inception.
1904:  Mary McLeod Bethune opens Daytona School for Negro Girls.

1904: Theodore Roosevelt runs for reelection as president (and wins) on the platform of the Square Deal, which promises a kind of class-neutral politics and a determination to use the powers of the federal government to bring about reform where it is justified.

1905 - Alfred Binet's article, "New Methods for the Diagnosis of the Intellectual Level of Subnormals," is published in France. It describes his work with Theodore Simon in the development of a measurement instrument that would identify students with mental retardation. The Binet-Simon Scale, as it is called, is an effective means of measuring intelligence.

1907:  At this time Schools for white pupils were poor; school buildings for black pupils were even worse. Materials for black students were essentially leftovers from white classrooms.  But, black schools were a vital part of the African-American community life.  Kentucky’s 714 black public high school students and 93 graduates (in 1900) led the segregated South.  In 1907, a higher percentage of black youths in Kentucky attended school daily than did whites.  Since the teachers in black schools had often found their choice of occupation limited by segregation, some of the best and brightest went into education, a highly honored profession among blacks. 
Then came State Superintendent John Grant Crabbe (1907-1909).  Crabbe brought to office an active imagination and boundless energy.  In that year well over half of the school aged children were not enrolled in school.  Only 311,192 or approximately 42% of the students enrolled were said to have maintained a satisfactory average daily attendance.  In the first decade of the twentieth century, illiteracy in Kentucky was the highest in the southern states. 
Crabbe declared that the Kentucky school system was still beset with the deficiencies of the previous century. To underscore his observations and generate grassroots support for better schools, Superintendent Crabbe stumped statewide in what he called “The Whirlwind Campaign.”  He called upon the Kentucky Confederation of Women’s Clubs, the Kentucky Commission for Improvement of Education and the teachers’ associations to visit every community in the state.  The Press was a willing supporter of the movement.  “The campaign was a continuous cyclone bombardment against illiteracy and ignorance, for a period of nine days... Twenty nine speakers...[delivered] nearly three hundred public set addresses...The entire state was covered and every county was visited...”  
The campaign had the desired effect of publicizing and popularizing the need for improved schools.  Crabbe called for an educational commission to make a thorough investigation of the school system.  The commission was to make a report to the General Assembly including such suggestions, recommendations, revisions, corrections, and amendments, as its members deemed necessary.   
The General Assembly responded by passing the Sullivan Bill, more commonly known as the County School District law.  The new law abolished the local district and set up county district to administer the schools.  The law called for the establishment of a high school in every county, changed the name of Kentucky State College to Kentucky State University, increased collegiate appropriations, provided funds to normal schools to enhance teacher preparation, established a State Education Commission and charged it with the responsibility to make a report on the schools, instituted compulsory attendance for children in cities of the fourth class and larger, and passed a child labor law.  This act was a significant watershed in Kentucky school history. It was one of the most far-reaching pieces of school legislation in the history of the state.  
One of the chief provisions of the act was that each county was required to levy a tax for school purposes not to exceed 20 cents on each $100 dollars of taxable property.  Local taxation for the support of schools was made compulsory.  Each county board of education was required to establish one or more county high schools for the benefit of children of rural districts.  Thus, after a struggle of 70 years since the establishment of the public school system, the state acknowledged its obligation to the rural children in the field of secondary education. Crabbe said, "the most important questions before the people of Kentucky today are the enforcement of the laws, the betterment of the schools, the improvement of the roads and the change in our system of taxation."
Bright days seemed to lie ahead. But it was a false light that soon dimmed. Funding did not continue at an adequate level, and as Kentucky ambled toward education reform, other states ran ahead.  By 1920, Kentucky's ranking among southern states would fall from fourth to eleventh. The cost of this lack of progress was incalculable because it drove many of the best and brightest students and teachers out of the state.

1908:  In Berea College v. Commonwealth of Kentucky, the college and its supporters fought the Day Law in the courts, presenting a wealth of documentation on how integrated classrooms had benefited students.  However the Supreme Court ruled that since Berea was a private college incorporated by the state of Kentucky, the Commonwealth had a right to regulate it according to state laws.  Once again, Justice Harlan dissents. 

The ruling spoke to Berea College, but the Day Law, which stood unaltered by the decision, applied to the entire Kentucky educational system.   It remained in force until it was nullified in 1954 by the United States Supreme Court decision in the case of Brown vs. the Board of Education of Topeka.  Historian Thomas Clark explained, “Berea College had from its founding in 1854 accepted Negroes, and in 1904 it was the only co-racial school in Kentucky.  The college appealed the law…The Supreme Court, following the precedent of Plessy v. Ferguson, refused to decide the issue on the basis of co-racial education…the South now had two powerful precedents for ordering the maintenance of separate schools …This particular case was in many ways an even more important precedent than the Ferguson case because the court did discuss briefly desegregating the races, an issue which had not risen specifically in the former case.”
1908: Henry Ford begins production of the Model T automobile.

1909:  The consolidation of school and school districts began across Kentucky.  Supt Ellsworth Reubenstein (1909-1911) secured funds for State Supervisors of Schools.

1909: The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People is formed and is led in its early years by W.E.B. DuBois.

1910s: The clubwomen movement comes into existence, as urbanization and middle-class family culture afford a moderate degree of leisure to some women. The clubwomen usually support reform movements, such as restrictions on child labor or the campaign against poor conditions of work for women employed in factories. Some women also become active in the anti-lynching movement and in the campaign for women's suffrage.

1910:  The Kentucky Commission for the Improvement of Education submitted its report to the General Assembly.  It made a thorough study of the education laws of Kentucky and those of other states.  The school laws already in force were rewritten, rearranged, codified and became the new school code.  The principal recommendations in the report were: (a) the ex-officio, three-member State Board of Education should be supplanted by a seven-member State Board of Education, consisting of the state Superintendent of Public Instruction and six experienced educators; (b) the powers and duties of the State Board of Education and the Superintendent of Public Instruction should be extended; (c) the examination of applicants for certificates and the grading of papers should be under the direction of the State Board of Education; (d) provisions should be made for the certification of high school teachers on the basis of training and for the issuance of certificates in special fields; (e) the powers and duties of the county Superintendent should be increased; and (f) institute instructors should be licensed.

1910:  The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) is founded.

1911:  State Superintendent Barksdale Hamlette, LL. D. (1911-1913), furthered school consolidation and improved the transportation of students.  During his term the state superintendent was given power to inspect the finances and management of the schools; qualifications for County Superintendents were raised and the position became full-time; a uniform salary schedule was implemented.  An improved compulsory attendance law increased attendance in Kentucky schools by 25%.  Women's suffrage was allowed for school elections.  (General women’s suffrage came in 1920.  Hamlette was a student of the school system as well and authored, “History of Education in Kentucky,” in 1914.  

1911:  The National Urban League is formed. Kentuckian Eugene Knickle Jones becomes its chief executive, a position he will hold for over forty years.

1912:  The Kentucky General Assembly creates the State Textbook Commission.

1912:  Lincoln Institute, a high school and teacher-training school for African Americans, opens in Shelby County, Kentucky.

1912:  McCreary becomes Kentucky's 120th (and last) County.

1913 - Edward Lee Thorndike's book, Educational Psychology: The Psychology of Learning, is published. It describes his theory that human learning involves habit formation, or connections between stimuli and responses. He believes that such connections are strengthened by repetition ("Law of Exercise") and achieving satisfying consequences ("Law of Effect"). These ideas, which contradict traditional faculty psychology and mental discipline, come to dominate American educational psychology for much of the Twentieth Century and greatly influence American educational practice.

1913:  The Kentucky General Assembly passes an anti-lynching law.  The Louisville Board of Aldermen passes an ordinance segregating city housing.  It will be overturned by the Supreme Court in the 1917Buchanan v. Warley case.

1914: World War I begins in Europe.  Kentuckian, Garrett Augustus Morgan, an African American inventor from Bourbon County, receives a patent for a “breathing device”—the gas mask used during World War I.  The war-time boom economy begins.  Henry Ford begins to manufacture automobiles through the use of the moving assembly line.  The Panama Canal opens.  Kentucky’s first NAACP chapter is formed in Louisville.
1915: President Wilson declares the U.S. neutrality towards the war in Europe.

1915: Germany's submarine warfare, affecting U.S. vessels, brings the United States very close to war, but when Wilson delivers an ultimatum on the subject, the German high command pledges to stop sinking neutral vessels.

1915: The Great Migration of African American people, from the rural south to the urban north, begins.  Throughout the South, severe labor shortages were reported, particularly in the heavily black, cotton and tobacco growing sections.  The exodus of cheap labor was a clear signal that blacks were increasingly unwilling to live according to the racial mores that whites had defined.  World War I depleted the supply of immigrant labor in the North.  Labor agents were sent to recruit workers frequently with inflated “promises of high wages and a new life free from the rule of Judge Lynch and mob violence.”  Even within the state, African Americans left rural areas for cities. In 1890, 28% of Kentucky’s blacks lived in urban areas as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau. By 1900, that number was 35%; and by 1910, it had climbed to 41%. The shift of the black population from rural to urban areas continued throughout the 20th century. By 1960, 71% of Kentucky’s black citizens lived in the cities. 
1916:  The complicated origins of the University of Kentucky actually extend into the antebellum years.  In 1837, a group of dissident faculty members left Georgetown College to found Bacon College, also in Georgetown.  The new school moved to Harrodsburg in 1839 on the promise of more financial aid – which did not materialize.  Bacon College ceased instruction in 1850, but John B. Bowman raised money and gained a charter for Kentucky University in 1858.  The next years the school opened, but like most schools, was badly hurt by the Civil War.  In 1865, the trustees accepted an offer from Transylvania University to move Kentucky University to Lexington.  Thus began the twisted path that led to the establishment of the University of Kentucky in 1916.
1916:  Professor of education and psychology at Stanford University from 1910 to 1946, presents significant impacts on the direction and outcomes of schooling in the United States in the early 1900s and beyond.  His team of Stanford University graduate students completes an American version of the Binet-Simon Scale. The revision becomes a widely-used individual intelligence test, and along with it, the concept of the intelligence quotient (or IQ) is born. The Fifth Edition of the Stanford-Binet Scales is among the most popular individual intelligence tests today. 
1916 - John Dewey's Democracy and Education. An Introduction to the Philosophy of Education is published. Dewey's views help advance the ideas of the "progressive education movement." An outgrowth of the progressive political movement, progressive education seeks to make schools more effective agents of democracy.

1916 - The American Federation of Teachers (AFT) and The American Educational Research Association (AERA) are founded
1916: The Keating-Owen child labor law is enacted, forbidding the use of child labor in any goods shipped across state lines.

1917:  In 1917, the Kentucky Education Association recommended to the legislature that a minimum taxation of twenty cents per $100 of valuation should be set for every board of education and that the maximum should be fifty cents.  At the same time, Superintendent Virgil O. Gilbert recommended a thirty-cent minimum and no maximum.  

The General Assembly responded by providing that "any graded school district be permitted to levy in addition to the fifty cents on each one hundred dollars of taxable property and the $1.50 poll tax, a tax not to exceed twenty-five cents on each one hundred dollars of taxable property in the district and a poll tax of $1.00, for the purpose of maintaining a school and repairing buildings."   Additional taxes were levied on proceeds from the licensing of racetracks, bank deposits, and sales of oil and distilled spirits; a substantial portion of which was to go to the school fund.   In 1918, the maximum was raised to thirty cents on each $100 of taxable property.  

1917:  Kentucky Governor Augustus O. Stanley confronts and disperses a lynch mob in Murray.

1917: Congress requires literacy tests for immigrants.

1917 - The Smith-Hughes Act passes, providing federal funding for agricultural and vocational education. It is repealed in 1997.
1917:  As the U.S. enters WWI, the army has no means of screening the intellectual ability of its recruits. Robert Yerkes, then President of the American Psychological Association and an army officer, becomes Chairman of the Committee on Psychological Examination of Recruits. The committee, which includes Louis Terman, has the task of developing a group intelligence test. He and his team of psychologists design the Army Alpha and Beta tests. Though these tests have little impact on the war, they lay the groundwork for future standardized tests.

1918:  Cardinal Principles of Secondary Education identified by a commission of the National Education Association were: Health; Command of fundamental processes; Worthy home membership; Vocation; Citizenship; Worthy use of leisure time; Ethical character.

1918:  The Kentucky General Assembly approves funds for the West Kentucky Industrial College, making the Paducah school one of two state-supported institutions of higher learning for African American students.

1919:  The Progressive Education Association is founded with the goal of reforming America education.  Progressive education espoused an experiential philosophy; an education derived more from the student than from the teacher. It was a student-driven, student-centered concept of education that attempted to foster the precarious balance between individualism and collectivism.

The Winnetka Plan emerged as a result of John Dewey's work in the University of Chicago Laboratory School.  The plan, developed under the leadership of Superintendent Carleton Washburne in the elementary school system of Winnetka, Illinois, experimented in individualized un-graded learning. The Winnetka Plan was in response to the structured grading system that held all children to the same rate of progress.
1919:  Helen Parkhurst opens the Children's University School, which later became known as the Dalton School, in Dalton, Massachusetts. The school was established during what became known as the Progressive Movement, a time of educational reform. Rather than relying upon traditional forms of drill and memorization, the movement aimed to recognize children's natural instincts of play and seek answers on their own. In the process, children would develop their entire selves, or the "whole person", which included the mind, body and spirit. The plan used regular curriculum, but children were free to work at their own pace.

1919:  In Kentucky, total revenue available for 1919-1920 = $4,091,756.44; $6.10 per capita.  By now, all states have laws providing funds for transporting children to school.  
1919:  The “First Republican Convention of Colored Citizens of the State of Kentucky” is held in Frankfort.  Members of Quinn Chapel A.M.E. Church in Louisville organize a streetcar sit-in, the state’s first known protest of racial discrimination.
1920:  The Sullivan Law is amended.  This act provided for a county board of education of five members, elected from the county-at-large, with authority to appoint a county superintendent for a term of not more than four years.  Teacher certification law made provisions governing teaching methods, preparation of questions, grading of papers and the time of holding examinations. A standard elementary certificate was based on high school graduation, and the provisional was based upon completion of eighth grade.  ; called for a Kentucky Commission on Education to report on conditions in the schools.  Of 8,000 elementary schools in Kentucky, 7,000 still had only one room and one teacher.  About half of those were in good repair.  Children would take turns working with the teacher.  Recitation and rote memorization were the normal instructional method.  One Kentuckian observed that [we] are building $500 schoolhouses next to million dollar highways. As for teacher pay: in 1900, average pay = $215; 1910, average pay = $340; 1920, average pay = $410; 1925, about $500.  A cheap new car cost about $800.

1920:  State guard troops are called in to protect the right to a fair trial of a black man against mobs in Frankfort and Lexington.
1920: The Nineteenth Amendment is ratified, granting women the right to vote. The economy goes into recession.  The first commercial radio broadcast airs.  Warren Harding, running on a platform of "normalcy," is elected to the presidency.

1920s: The Ku Klux Klan, the "night riders" of Reconstruction fifty years earlier, revive in 1915 and flourish during the 1920s, a manifestation of the culture war between the urban and rural sections of the country. Membership peaks in 1924.

1920s: Poor farming management and ignorance of erosion causes the topsoil in several western states to erode during the 1920s. Dust storms result, devastating the remaining topsoil and turn everyday life into an ordeal. 

1920: A bumper crop causes farm prices, already in decline, to drop further.

1921:  The Bryn Mawr Summer School for Women Workers opens at a time when the political climate was favorable to women's rights and workers' education. As the first of four resident workers' colleges for women in the 1920s and 30s, it was founded as a result of the pressure from the National Women's Trade Union League (NWTUL) for women's colleges to get involved in educating working women.

1921: The first issue of the Reader's Digest appears. Intended for busy people, it purports to condense the essential significance of a book into a few pages.

1921: The economy is in mild recession although productivity is rising rapidly.

1921: Congress passes immigration restriction legislation which sets the total limit of immigration at 350,000 per year distributed on the basis of three percent of the number of each nationality living in the United States in 1910.

1922:  The Sullivan Law was revised again by the Kentucky legislature.  It made provision for dividing each county into five divisions, with one board member from each division.  By this time the Sullivan Law had spawned 388 independent districts in addition to 120 county districts ranging in size from forty students to fifty thousand students.  The recommendations made in chapter four of the Kentucky Commission on Education report dealt with financial support of the schools and called for greater adequacy and the "elimination of educational inequities which arise chiefly from the differences in the amount of taxable wealth in different sections of the state, as well as in different communities within the same section of the state."  The Commission found that one of the wealthy counties (Woodford) had $7,615 of taxable property per school age child, while one of the poorer counties (Wolfe) had only $545.  In its report the Commission underscored the problems inherent with this method of funding distribution saying, “A method of distributing state school funds that thus ignores differences in financial resources, ignores differences in the grade and in the quality of the schools although there is equal willingness on the part of the people to make sacrifices for them, and ignores the State's responsibility to provide equal educational opportunities of a satisfactory standard for all the children of the Commonwealth, ought not to be longer tolerated.  Sound policy requires that these differences be taken into account in the distributing of State school funds.”  In addition to its calls for equity, the report also made a strong plea for more adequate funding, which came in various recommendations throughout the document.  "The state will perhaps be startled by the preceding suggestions, all involving greater expenditures.  But let us pause to consider.  The tide of prosperity does not rise in countries that pay little for education; it rises in those that pay much.  A vigorous and industrious population does not seek a state which has poor schools; it seeks a state which has good schools.  Having done far less than it should, and less than it could afford, let Kentucky by a supreme effort now do at least what it can afford.  The returns will be prompt and large.  Such action is recommended not only by statesmanship, but by enlightened selfishness, if one must have a lower justification."  

1922:  The International Council for Exceptional Children is founded at Columbia University Teachers College.
1923:  Charismatic reformer Marcus Garvey (1887-1940) called for racial separatism and a "Back-to-Africa" colonization program.  Nonetheless, it was generally the decision that African-Americans were in this country to stay and would fight for their freedom and political equality that led to the modern civil rights movement.  (Connect to Ky)
1923: Calvin Coolidge becomes president when Harding dies in office.

1923: The stock market enters a six-year expansion.

1923: Time magazine begins publication.

1924:  The Kentucky General Assembly assigned the time of the election of county board of education members to the regular November election.  The revenue laws were revised and the school fund was excluded from the tax on certain classes of property.

1924: Nellie Taylor Ross of Wyoming and Miriam Ferguson of Texas become the first women to be elected U.S. governors.

1924: Congress passes the Indian Citizenship Act, which makes all American Indians citizens of the United States.

 1924: The National Origins Act reduces the total immigration to 150,000 per year and apportions it on the basis of the numbers of each nationality immigrating in 1890, thus favoring northwest Europe over southeastern Europe.

1924:  Max Wertheimer describes the principles of Gestalt Theory to the Kant Society in Berlin. Gestalt Theory, with its emphasis on learning through insight and grasping the whole concept, becomes important in the development of cognitive views of learning and teaching.

1925 - Tennessee vs. John Scopes ("the Monkey Trial") captures national attention as John Scopes, a high school biology teacher, is charged with the crime of teaching evolution. The trial ends in Scopes' conviction; the evolution versus creationism controversy persists to this day.
1926:  In 1926, on the advice of Superintendent McHenry Rhoads, the General Assembly raised the maximum allowable tax for a county board of education from fifty cents to seventy-five cents.  At nearly the same time, Rhoads continued to warn the General Assembly of "glaring and significant inequities in time, revenue, tenure of service, salaries paid to teachers and property investments for school purposes" which needed to be investigated and remediated.  He asserted that the distribution of the public school fund of the State should not be made entirely on the basis of school population as at present.  A small part of the public school fund should be distributed on the basis of needs.  This would require an amendment to the constitution.  An alternative, however, would be an appropriation from the general expenditure fund of the State to be administered by the State Board of Education for the purpose of encouraging educational interests in backward sections of the State.

The Kentucky Teacher Certification Law is revised: provided for issuance of certificates upon completion of examinations and presentation of credentials.  Standard elementary certificate was based on 64 semester hours of college credit.  Provisional elementary certification was based on high school graduation and 16 hours of college credit.

1926 - The Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) is first administered. It is based on the Army Alpha test.

1927: "Lucky Lindy," Charles Lindbergh, sets a record for the first transatlantic solo airplane flight.  The first "talky" film, The Jazz Singer, is released.  Amelia Earhart becomes the first woman to fly an airplane solo over the Atlantic Ocean.

1927: In Gong Lum v Rice, a Chinese girl wanted to attend the all-white school near home rather that all-black school 15 miles away; the court held that she could be required to attend the all-black school.  In Nixon v. Herndon the U. S. Supreme Court uses the Equal Protection Clause to strike down a Texas law barring African Americans from voting in Democratic Party primaries.  
        DEPRESSION AND WORLD WAR II, 1929–1945

1929: The decline of the stock market in October 1929 marks the beginning of the public awareness of the Great Depression, although the agricultural sector of the economy had been suffering from depressed prices and profits for almost ten years.  Public education funding suffers greatly, resulting in school closings, teacher layoffs, and lower salaries.
1929 - Jean Piaget's The Child's Conception of the World is published. His stage theory of cognitive development becomes an important influence in American developmental psychology and education.

1930:  The Teacher Equalization Act was passed in Kentucky.  This act applied $1,250,000 to the equalization of educational opportunities and enabled the State Board of Education to assist boards of education in poorer counties in raising teacher salaries to the legal minimum of $75 per month.  The passage of this equalization program also permitted the poorer counties to employ better-trained teachers and extend the school term.  

1930:  John Dewey criticizes the interpretation and implementation of progressive education principles by principals and teachers in many progressive schools. He argues that many educators were too eager to avoid the formalism and regimentation of traditional schools. As a result, the imposition of adult interests to the child and teacher's authoritarianism fell into the opposite extreme. Teachers were becoming mere chaperones or custodians, confusing freedom with anarchy, and allowing children to decide their curriculum content based on their immature and passing interests.

The Progressive Education Association establishes the Commission on the Relation of School to College, the most comprehensive study in the history of the curriculum field. The purpose of the commission was to engage in long-term studies of the relevance of high school curriculum and education and its impact on success or failure in college admissions and success. Up until this point, colleges and universities required a strict adherence to a "traditional" curriculum couched in the disciplinary approaches to the sciences and mathematics. The commission found that the "relevancy" of the traditional high school curriculum was questionable, that student-centeredness was absent in pedagogical approaches, that there was a lacking vitality and significance in the curriculum, and that high school education was marked by purposelessness.

1930:  Eleanor Roosevelt publishes Good Citizenship: The Purpose of Education.

1930:  Recording with Louis Armstrong, Louisville native Lionel Hampton introduces the vibraphone into jazz. He gains fame with the Benny Goodman Orchestra and tours with his own bands from the 1940s through the 1990s.

1931:  The nation was in the middle of the Prohibition, the Great Depression lingered and Ku Klux Klan lynchings were everyday news. Racial tensions were reaching all time highs.  In Lemon Grove, California, Mexican parents refused to send their children to school because they were being separated and taught in a renovated barn. The school board claimed it was better to separate the children by academic level, disguising possible racist motives. White children were not typically encouraged to interact with Mexican children. As a result, the Mexican parents boycotted the school. They refused a "second-best" education.  Eventually, this issue was taken by the courts and with the help of the Mexican Counsel, the Mexican parents won the case. The verdict stated that racial segregation amongst the children was illegal. Unfortunately, the rest of the nation did not follow the example until decades later.

1931:  Kentucky State Industrial College for Negroes is accredited as a four-year college.

Louisville Municipal College opens on the site of Simmons University, which closed in 1930.  It becomes the third municipally funded liberal arts college for African Americans in the United States.

1931: The Scottsboro affair, in which eight African American teenagers are sentenced to death for allegedly raping two white women, becomes a national controversy.  They are acquitted due to a lack of evidence.
1932:  The Kentucky State Auditor challenged the constitutionality of the Teacher Equalization Act of 1930 on the grounds that the constitution permitted only per capita, or flat grant method of fund distribution of state school funds.  The Kentucky Court of Appeals overturned the Teacher Equalization Act on June 24th of that year.  The limitations of the constitution of 1891 left the State Board of Education ill-equipped to legally remedy the problems of inequity. (244 Ky. 826)

1932: Herbert Hoover loses reelection to Franklin Delano Roosevelt, a distant cousin of former president Theodore Roosevelt promises a "New Deal" for Americans.

1920s through the 1960s the prevailing method for reading instruction was “Look-Say” which relied on children memorizing the appearance of entire words.  (More on the Scott Foresman series…See Dick run)
1933:  In The Mis-education of the Negro, Carter Woodson outlines the basis for Afrocentric education.  The main argument advanced by Woodson was that the education provided to African Americans ignored or undervalued African historical experiences, and overvalued European history and culture. Such dynamic generated the alienation of African-Americans, who became dislocated from themselves, by cutting African-Americans' links with their own culture and traditions. Woodson argued that this type of education prompted many African-Americans to reject their own heritage, while at the same time it did position them at the center of European culture, but rather at its margins. He predicted that such an education would result in the psychological and cultural decline of the African American people.

1933: In February bank depositors begin withdrawing their savings. The movement accelerates and becomes a panic when banks begin running out of funds to meet the depositors' demands.

1933: New Deal programs including the Tennessee Valley Authority are passed by Congress.
1933: Adolph Hitler is elected Chancellor of Germany.

1933: Francis Townsend, retired California physician, proposes the "Townsend Plan" of "priming the pump" of consumer spending through a government pension to senior citizens.

1934:  The Kentucky school code is revised to bring the Kentucky public school system under the control of a State Board of Education.  (The Supreme Court would later rule in Rose v. Council (1989) that the constitution does not allow the General Assembly to transfer its authority to any other entity.)  The authority of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction was significantly increased as well.  
1934: After several years of drought, twenty-two giant dust storms ravage the west and the south. The storms carry away tons of soil and ruin agriculture until the early 1940s.
1935:  Kentucky State Superintendent James H. Richmond advises that in order to guarantee equality of educational opportunity for all of the children of the Commonwealth, it is essential that the state provide a substantial share of the cost of public school support.  A $12 per capita is far from being a sufficient amount to make this equity possible.  However, with a state per capita of $12 or more the children in less favored sections of the state are assured of at least a minimum of educational service, and the public school system of Kentucky will be secure.

1935: New Deal programs including the Works Progress Administration (Its purpose is to put the unemployed to work on public projects, including the construction of hundreds of school buildings), National Youth Administration and the Social Security Act are passed by Congress.
1936:  Charles W. Anderson becomes Kentucky’s first black legislator when he is sworn in as a member of the House of Representatives. Kentucky passes the Anderson-Mayer Act which “underwrote the graduate education of African-American citizens of the Commonwealth outside the borders of Kentucky in the same fields that were available to white students in public institutions within the state.” 

1936:  Jean Piaget (1896-1980) publishes La naissance de l'intelligence chez l'enfant, (The Origins of Intelligence in Children). This book was the first of a three-part volume on the beginnings of intelligence, that is to say, in the words of Piaget "to the various manifestations of sensorimotor intelligence and to the most elementary forms of expression." The other two volumes were 'The construction of reality in the child' and 'Play, dreams, and imitation in childhood'.  This was part of his comprehensive and sophisticated theory of how intelligence developed, opened new lines of research about the development of cognitive functions in children.


His four developmental stages are: 1) Sensorimotor, from eighteen months to two years; 2) Preoperational, from two to seven years; 3) Concrete operations, from seven to eleven years; and 4) Formal operations, from eleven to fifteen years.

1936:  The Secret of Childhood is published: a passionate account of Maria Montessori’s extensive research and many years of observation of child behavior.  Montessori considers the child in its entirety, including body, mind and the soul.  A child is a mystery, argues Montessori, and the role of an adult is to facilitate the unfolding of child’s true self.  By understanding children’s inner mysteries, notes Montessori, adults will be better equipped to facilitate a child’s psychic development.   

1936: John L. Lewis and like-minded labor leaders form the Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO). 

1938:  The Behavior of Organisms was a landmark in the experimental analysis of behavior. It presented B F Skinner’s novel and controversial research method, data and analysis of the behavior and conditioning of the male white rat. The “lever-pressing” of the rat was identified as the “operant” which was a unit or class of behavior to be studied. This “operant was emitted without any readily identifiable eliciting stimulus, unlike Pavlov’s reflex. Skinner was interested in exploring the more complex kinds of behavior that were maintained through operant conditioning (as apposed to the reflex).  Through simple, yet powerful experimental procedures, Skinner demonstrated how operants came under the “control” of reinforcers and were conditioned. He demonstrated the orderly pattern of responding via the cumulative recorder, which plotted the cumulative number of responses over time. 

His “problem box” provided the environment in which he would study the behavior of the rat. Many broad concepts familiar today may be extracted from his findings and discussion such as extinction, discrimination, satiation, reinforcement, negative reinforcement (then taken to mean punishment), generalization, shaping, chaining and conditioned reinforcement

1938:  A Supreme Court case, Hale v. Kentucky, outlawed “a systematic and arbitrary exclusion of Negroes from the jury list.
1938: Germany annexes Austria.

1939 - Frank W. Cyr, a professor at Columbia University's Teachers College, organizes a national conference on student transportation. It results in the adoption of standards for the nation's school buses, including the shade of yellow.

1940s:  Kentucky historian James Klotter writes of the 1940s, “Kentucky's education system stood in shambles.” Some 95 percent of American children were enrolled in elementary school, but only 63 percent of Kentucky's were. Kentucky's per student expenditure was half the national average. The Commonwealth ranked dead last in the percentage of high school graduates. Segregation, with its separate (and unequal) schools, wasted money and squandered human potential. Kentucky is still struggling to climb out of that educational hole.  Kentucky ranked 43rd (of 48 states) in per pupil support for its schools.  Superintendent John W. Booker succeeded in convincing the 1940 legislature to place a constitutional amendment to Section 186 on the ballot. The amendment carried and the 1942 Assembly enacted a law governing the distribution of the fund.  Once ratified, the amendment authorized the General Assembly to allocate ten percent of the state education fund to be distributed on some basis other than the census method – Kentucky’s first effort toward fiscal equity.  
A survey of state educational facilities showed that black school buildings had half the value of white ones noting that “the doctrine of ‘separate but equal’ seldom addressed the second part as well as the first.  More than that, the spiritual depravation arising from segregation continued to be worse that any building inequities.”
1940:  On February 26, 1940, the Board of Higher Education of New York City appointed British philosopher, logician, essayist, and social critic Bertrand Russell (1872-1970) to a Philosophy chair at the College of the City of New York to teach courses in mathematics and logic. As soon as the announcement became public, William Manning, a bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church, sent a letter to the New York Times denouncing Russell as a recognized propagandist against both religion and morality. This letter prompted strong opposition against the appointment, voiced particularly by organized conservative religious and patriotic groups. Many academics, students, liberal clergy, and civic groups jumped to defend Russell with pronouncements for freedom of speech and against censorship. The Committee on Cultural Freedom, for instance, stated that "whatever his views on marriage, divorce, and birth control, Mr. Russell has the same right to hold them as have his opponents theirs.

1940: Germany rolls across Western Europe in a mechanized warfare called the "Blitzkrieg."

1941:  The Kentucky General Assembly passes a law requiring local boards of education to provide all students in their districts with the opportunity to acquire a high-school education.

1941:  President Franklin D. Roosevelt issues an Executive Order that bans discrimination in defense industries, opening many wartime jobs to black citizens.  A sit-in in Louisville protests the city’s segregated library system.

1941: Japan bombs Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, largely destroying the U.S. Pacific fleet. The next day, the United States declares war on Japan, Germany, and Italy.  During the next four years, much of the country's resources go to the war effort. Education is put on the back burner as many young men quit school to enlist; schools are faced with personnel problems as teachers and other employees enlist, are drafted, or leave to work in defense plants; and school construction is put on hold.  Work on the Manhattan Project (the atomic bomb) begins.

1942:  In January, the General Assembly directed that $400,000 be sent to districts -not on a per capita basis.  The fund was made available to any district with a state-approved budget, salary schedule and maximum permissible school tax.  "This law permitted a sufficient amount to be sent to each district to enable the board of education to have available $30 per child per year in average daily attendance.

The city of Louisville equalized the salaries of black and white teachers, and in the same year, the two racially separated teachers unions merged.  

1942: The Japanese take the Philippines.

1942: Japanese American citizens are locked up in concentration camps as        Americans begin to imagine that citizens of Japanese descent constitute a "fifth column" of saboteurs and spies for Japan. Their private possessions are often stolen when they are forced into the camps.

1942: The Congress on Racial Equality (CORE) is founded.

1943: Racial confrontations occur between African Americans and whites in Detroit and between Mexican Americans and white sailors in Los Angeles.

1944:  The General Assembly appropriated $1,500,000 for equalization purposes to districts whose total net revenue did not yield as much as $40 per pupil in average daily membership.  Seventy-eight districts participated in 1943-44.  In 1945-46, sixty-nine districts participated, as did ninety in 1946-47.  By that time the fund had grown to $1,800,000.  

Despite these efforts, Kentucky's schools continued to lag behind in the support received through state funding.  The annual income of Kentucky is $1,105 for each child.  Its rank in ability to support schools is 43, which places it in the lowest eighth of the states as to this criterion.  Because of the Day Law, the state also faces the necessity of maintaining separate school systems.  It places a relatively low value upon education, devoting but 3.54 per cent of its income to the support of its school system and ranking thirty-seventh with respect to this effort. Kentucky occupies thirty-eighth place with respect to all-around educational performance.

1944 - The G.I. Bill, officially known as the Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944, is signed by FDR on June 22, 1944. Some 7.8 million World War II veterans take advantage of the GI Bill during the seven years benefits are offered. More than two-million attend colleges or universities, nearly doubling the college population. About 238,000 become teachers. Because the law provides the same opportunity to every veteran, regardless of background, the long-standing tradition that a college education was only for the wealthy is broken.

1944: The Allied amphibious invasion of Normandy takes place.

1944: The United States retakes the Phillippines.

1945: Western European and American troops meet the Red Army in Berlin, as the German army is destroyed.

1945: The United States drops the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

1945: The United Nations Organization meets in San Francisco to plan its post-war future. 

POSTWAR PROSPERITY, 1945–1973

1945: In February 1945, Joseph Stalin, Winston Churchill, and Franklin Roosevelt meet in Yalta, a resort on the Black Sea, to discuss the outlines of post-war Europe. They all agree to partition Germany. Stalin agrees that, once Germany is defeated, the Red Army will help the United States defeat Japan. In return, the Soviet Union will repossess the         Kurile Islands, north of Japan, as well as southern Sakhalin Island and Port Arthur, which Russia lost to Japan in the Russo-Japanese War (1905). The Allies, however, fail to reach agreement on the shape of post-war Europe.

1945: Franklin D. Roosevelt dies; Harry Truman becomes president.

1945: The Potsdam Conference between Churchill, Stalin, and Truman, is held in a Berlin suburb in July 1945, and confirms what the Yalta Conference already revealed in February of the same year: there are serious disagreements between the Allies. One is over the Polish question. The Red Army occupies Poland and, intent on acquiring a set of         "buffer states" to prevent future invasion from the West, Stalin has already installed a pro-Soviet government. At Yalta, Stalin agreed to a vague date sometime in the future for holding free elections in Poland, but he never does so. Instead, in the weeks after Yalta, the Soviets proceed to create more buffer states in Eastern Europe. In light of the U.S. possession of a working nuclear bomb, President Truman adopts an aggressive stance and "talks tough" to the Soviet diplomats at Potsdam, but without gaining any concessions.

1945: Japan surrenders on August 14, 1945.

1946: Post-war inflation and the desire to "catch up" with the substantial price increases during the war prompt U.S. railroad workers and the coal miners to go on nation-wide strikes.

1946: The Philippines are given independence by the United States.

1946 - 78 million post-war “baby boomers” begin a generation that results in unprecedented school population growth and massive social change.

1946: Dr. Benjamin Spock publishes Baby and Child Care, the "Bible" for baby boomer infants and children's home diagnosis.

1947: The Brooklyn Dodgers sign Jackie Robinson, the first African American to play in a regular position in Major League baseball.

1947: The first suburban tract housing at Levittown, New York, is built.

1948:  The Kentucky Day Law is amended permitting the desegregation of nursing schools and hospital training programs.   

1949:  Kentucky voters approved a constitutional amendment that permitted twenty-five per cent of the schools fund to be allocated to tax-poor districts.  An amendment to Section 186 of the Constitution was added in 1952 that nullified distribution of funds on a per capita basis and completely vested the General Assembly with the power and responsibility for creating an efficient system of common schools.  The next year, the General Assembly enacted an equalization law that prepared the way for the Minimum Foundation Program which followed in 1954.
1949:  Lyman Johnson successfully sues in federal court for admission to graduate school at the University of Kentucky. He is one of thirty students who integrate the university during the summer semester.

1949: President Truman issues an executive order ending racial segregation in the U.S. military.

1950:  The Kentucky General Assembly amends the Day Law once again allowing Berea College to admit black students.  However, the amendment applied only to those students who could not find comparable courses at the Kentucky State College for Negroes. The University of Louisville begins to desegregate.
1950: North Korea invades South Korea in late June 1950.  U.N. forces battle North Korea and its Chinese allies until a treaty is signed in 1953. 

1952: Dwight D. Eisenhower, military hero and head of NATO forces, is elected president on the Republican ticket.

1953 - Burrhus Frederic (B.F.) Skinner's Science and Human Behavior is published. His form of behaviorism (operant conditioning), which emphasizes changes in behavior due to reinforcement, becomes widely accepted and influences many aspects of American education

1953:  When the Mississippi Valley Historical Association held its national meeting in Lexington, Kentucky, in 1953, one hotel in the city opened its doors to black guests for the first time.  

1953: The economy slips into a recession.

1954: In Brown v. Board of Education the U.S. Supreme Court rules that "separate" can never be "equal" in school systems and directs the Topeka School Board to move "with all deliberate speed" to integrate its schools.

1954:  Kentucky establishes the Minimum Foundation Program to finance its schools.  It’s stated purpose was “to assure substantially equal public school opportunities...for those in attendance in the public schools of the Commonwealth, but not to limit nor to prevent any school district from providing educational services and facilities beyond those issued by the Foundation Program; and to provide, [as funds are made available], ... for the further equalization of educational opportunities.  The inception of the Minimum Foundation Program brought significant changes to Kentucky's schools touching almost every facet of education including, teacher preparation, school facilities, local school governance, pupil teacher ratio, teacher salaries, pupil transportation, total expenditures per pupil, a reduction in high school dropouts and an increase in high school average daily attendance, the number and size of schools, and others.  

1955: The Montgomery Bus Boycott, a year-long struggle, begins when African American seamstress and Secretary of the Alabama NAACP, Rosa Parks, refuses to move from her seat in the front of a bus in order to let a white man sit down. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., emerges from the struggle with a reputation as a formidable speaker and charismatic leader, urging the rank and file civil rights adherents to practice the         discipline of passive resistance and creative non-violence.
1955:  In Brown II the court ordered school districts operating separate systems to “effectuate a transition to a racially nondiscriminatory system.”
1955:  An NAACP lawsuit results in a federal court ban against segregation in Louisville municipal housing.  Helen Cary Caise is the first African American student in Kentucky to attend an all-white high school; Lafayette in Lexington.  Ollen B. Hinnant becomes the first African American to graduate from the University of Kentucky College of Law.
1956:  One hundred and one southern congressmen pledge "massive resistance" to the Supreme Court rulings on desegregation in the “Southern Manifesto.”  Essentially they declared that it represents a clear abuse of judicial power. Kentucky, however, does not join and enjoys a relatively smooth transition.  Kentucky’s most prominent newspaper at the time, the Louisville Courier-Journal, came out in favor of acceptance of the Brown decision.  Governor Lawrence Wetherby declared, “Kentucky will meet the issue fairly and squarely for all.” More than 600 Kentucky schools changed their racial rules without disorder.  Frankfort and Lexington were called models of smooth transition.  In about a week, under the “freedom of Choice” plan, the Louisville public schools registered 12,010 African American children – the highest percentage (27%) of any large city in America.  African American teachers became “martyrs” to the cause of desegregation.  African American teachers were dismissed and denied employment at alarming rates.  School leaders believed black teachers would not be accepted by white parents.
Governor A. B. “Happy” Chandler sends the National Guard to Sturgis and Clay to enforce school integration.

1957:  The Kentucky High School Athletic Association allows accredited African American high schools to become members and participate in state tournaments.

1957: The Civil Rights Act of 1957 is passed. More a declaration of principles than a serious piece of legislation, the law has few enforcement powers.

1957:  Three years had passed since racial segregation was ruled illegal by the U.S. Supreme Court in Brown v. Board of Education, and two years since the Court had to pass another ruling to speed up the process of desegregation. Many southern states, dominated by Whites, challenged the Supreme Court ruling and, in open defiance of the law, maintained segregation in schools. Local civil rights activists pressured authorities to comply to the law, but with little success. 

One morning in 1957, nine black students of Little Rock, Arkansas, walked decisively toward the doors of Rock Central High, an all-White school, sparking the most volatile state-federal conflict since the Civil War. The nine black students were greeted with hostility by a mob who insulted and spit on them. The Governor of Arkansas, Orval E. Faubus, called his own National Guard to try to stop them from enrolling at Central. This attempt to block integration was considered an act of contempt by President Eisenhower, who promptly sent over a thousand federal paratroopers to the site.
1957: The Southern Christian Leadership Conference forms under the leadership of Martin Luther King.

1957: The post-World War II baby boom peaks.

1957: The U.S. economy slips into recession again.

1957: The Soviet Union launches Sputnik, the first earth orbiting satellite. This feat alerts the United States to the fact that the Soviet Union possesses extremely powerful booster rockets.  The Soviet Union successfully launched Sputnik I. The world's first artificial satellite was about the size of a basketball, weighed only 183 pounds, and took about 98 minutes to orbit the Earth on its elliptical path. That launch ushered in new political, military, technological, and scientific developments. While the Sputnik launch was a single event, it marked the start of the space age and the U.S.-U.S.S.R space race.
1958: The National Defense Education Act (NDEA) is passed, providing broad support for education.

1958: The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is formed.

1960:  The legislature creates the Kentucky Commission on Human Rights and prohibits discrimination in state employment.  (Also Combs exec order for equality in state govt)  In Louisville, African Americans organize a voter registration campaign to replace city officials.  Young people in Louisville form a chapter of the Congress on Racial Equality and begin demonstrations at downtown businesses.

1960:  Cassius Clay (later Muhammad Ali) of Louisville wins an Olympic gold medal for boxing.

1960:  First grader Ruby Bridges is the first African American to attend William Frantz Elementary School in New Orleans. She becomes a class of one as parents remove all Caucasian students from the school.

1961: African Americans in Louisville, Kentucky, boycott segregated downtown businesses in the “Nothing New for Easter” campaign, setting a precedent for nonviolent resistance around the state.  Amelia M. Tucker of Louisville becomes the first African American woman to be elected to the state legislature.  Whitney Young Jr. of Shelby County becomes director of the National Urban League.  70 percent of Kentucky’s drive-in movies and 114 of 116 libraries admit African Americans.

The Congress on Racial Equality (CORE) calls for "freedom rides" to establish the right of African American people to have access to a racially integrated public transportation system. On May 14 a Greyhound bus carrying freedom riders near Anniston, Alabama, is surrounded by an angry white mob that burns the bus and beats its occupants. The local hospitals refuse to treat the injured freedom riders.

1962:  Two were killed, and many injured in riots as James Meredith is enrolled as the first black student at the University of Mississippi.  Twice rejected in 1961, Meredith filed a complaint with the district court on 31st May 1961. Meredith's allegations that he been denied admission because of his color was rejected by the district court. However, on appeal, the Fifth Judicial Circuit Court reversed this ruling. By a 2 to 1 decision the judges decided that Meredith had indeed been refused admission solely because of his race and that Mississippi was maintaining a policy of educational segregation. 

Meredith's admission to the University of Mississippi was opposed by state officials and students and the Attorney General, Robert Kennedy, decided to send federal marshals to protect Meredith from threats of being lynched. During riots that followed Kennedy's decision, 160 marshals were wounded (28 by gunfire) and two bystanders were killed. 

Despite this opposition, Meredith continued to study at the University of Mississippi and successfully graduated in 1964. Meredith's account of this experience at the university, Three Years in Mississippi was published in 1966.

1963:  Kentucky Governor Bert Combs passed a 3-cent sales tax which largely supported education including the creation of the Kentucky Educational Television Network.  In November, he reported Kentucky's progress to the General Assembly saying: "Since 1960 public education has made the greatest gains in the history of Kentucky.  More new classrooms have been built than ever before in a four-year period; the loss of teachers to other states has slowed to a trickle; standards for teacher qualifications have been raised; a comprehensive network of vocational schools is being established; 10 community colleges will make higher education available to local areas; and the spadework is complete on what will be the most comprehensive educational television network in the United States."  


At the urging of President John F. Kennedy, Governor Combs issues an executive order ending racial discrimination in public accommodations.
1963:  Louisville, Kentucky is the first city south of the Mason-Dixon Line to pass a public accommodations ordinance.  For the first time, two historically black high schools meet in the state basketball final, with Louisville Seneca prevailing over Lexington Dunbar.
1963: The Civil Rights March on Washington, D.C., along with Martin Luther King's "I Have a Dream" speech legitimizes the Civil Rights Movement in the eyes of many Americans for the first time.

1963: President John F. Kennedy is assassinated in Dallas, Texas. Lyndon Johnson is sworn in as president.

1963:  Samuel A. Kirk uses the term "learning disability" at a Chicago conference on children with perceptual disorders. The term sticks, and in 1964, the Association for Children with Learning Disabilities, now the Learning Disabilities Association of America, is formed. 

1963:  Despite several mandates from the Federal government to open the University's enrollment to qualified black students, the governor of the State of Alabama, George Wallace, remained defiant in his stance against any form of racial desegregation. In defending his stance, his primary argument against federal intervention in the state's racial policies rested on the issue of "state's rights." 

In September, the stalemate between the state and federal governments over the admission of six black students to the University of Alabama finally ended when President Kennedy ordered the state militia to forcefully safeguard the students' entry into the university. As a final act of defiance, the Governor stood in the doorway of the University to prevent the student's passage. This symbolic gesture was to no avail and the University finally became racially integrated.

1963-1966: Lyndon Johnson's Great Society programs are approved by Congress.

1964: Lyndon Johnson goes before Congress to speak in favor of federal protection of civil rights, publicizing his support to the American people.

1964: The "freedom summer" of 1964 brings volunteers, both African American and white, from the north to Mississippi in a drive to register African Americans to vote. White repression of this campaign leads to a number of murders of both African American and white volunteers.

1964: Responding to pressure from Lyndon Johnson, Congress breaks a southern filibuster and passes the sweeping Civil Rights Act of 1964, the first such effective show of congressional power on the civil rights issue since Reconstruction.

Frank Stanley Jr. and the Allied Organization for Civil Rights stage a march in Frankfort, Kentucky on March 5 in support of the state civil rights legislation. Martin Luther King Jr. is the featured speaker.  Despite the efforts of Kentucky Governor Edward T. Breathitt, two state civil rights bills never reach the floor in the house and senate.

1964:  Despite the rulings in Brown I and Brown II, miniscule progress was being made toward integration, particularly in the south.  The U. S. Supreme Court in Green v. County Board ordered that desegregation plans had to have the promise “realistically to work now.”  This, combined with the 1964 Civil Rights Act, made the loss of federal funds a credible threat and desegregation plans began to be implemented on a large scale.  In the 1963-64 school year, barely 1% of black children attended school with white children; by 1972, that percentage had grown to better than 75%.

1964: After being told that North Vietnamese PT boats had attacked the destroyer Maddox with torpedoes in international waters, Congress passes the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, which gives the American president the power to engage in hostile action to protect American lives. President Johnson uses this resolution to justify a massive commitment of troops and a huge bombing campaign (called Rolling Thunder) in North as well as in South Vietnam. The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution becomes known as the        "blank check."

1965: The Immigration Reform Act does away with the national origins aspects of previous immigration acts. Under the new law, all candidates for immigration are evaluated equally without regard to the nation from which they came.

1965:  The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) is passed on April 9. Part of Lyndon Johnson's War on Poverty, it provides federal funds to help low-income students, which results in the initiation of educational programs such as Title I, Head Start, and bilingual education.
1965:  The Kentucky Court of Appeals ruled in Russman v. Luckett that all property had to be taxed at fair-cash value.  At that time, school districts levied a rate of $1.50 per $100 in property valuation.  Convinced that they would lose their seats if they raised taxes, Governor Ned Breathitt called a special session of the legislature and state legislators decided to change the tax structure of the Commonwealth instead.  Intending that Russman v. Luckett would not produce an additional penny of new taxes, the General Assembly passed House Bill 1, better known as The Rollback Law.  The Rollback Law” rolled back tax rates so that no more revenue was produced than in the previous year.  In 1966, the General Assembly, recognizing that the Rollback Law froze inequities already present in the funding system, allowed the districts authority to levy one of three permissive taxes: the Occupational License Tax, the Utility Gross Receipts Tax and an Excise Tax on gross income.  

School finance expert, and President of Murray State University Kern Alexander, notes, “The major problem with the permissive taxes was that the disparity among school districts for non-property taxes in Kentucky was even greater than the disparity for property taxes...These are generally marketplace taxes.  A poor school district that is not a marketplace would get very little revenue from these permissive taxes.  In fact, it's not worth levying the tax because the revenues are so inadequate...the legislature simply provided no source of revenue for the poor school districts and increased the disparity between rich and poor because a few of the more affluent districts were able to levy it and raise more money.  It didn't solve the revenue problem and exacerbated the disparity in revenues.”

1965:  Professor Benjamin Bloom of the University of Chicago publishes Taxonomy of Educational Objectives: The Classification of Educational Goals.  Bloom found that most of the objectives of teachers could be placed in one of three major classifications or domains: cognitive, affective, and psychomotor.  Bloom divides his taxonomy into six major classes as follows: Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis and Evaluation.

1965:  Enacted by Congress on March 15, the Voting Rights Act suspended literacy tests and other voter tests and authorized federal supervision of voter registration in states and individual voting districts where such tests were being used. African Americans who had been barred from registering to vote finally had an alternative to the courts. If voting discrimination occurred, the Act authorized the attorney general to send federal examiners to replace local registrars.

The Act had an immediate impact. Within months of its passage on August 6, one quarter of a million new black voters had been registered, one third by federal examiners. Within four years, voter registration in the South had more than doubled. In 1965, Mississippi had the highest black voter turnout--74%--and led the nation in the number of black leaders elected. In 1969, Tennessee had a 92.1% turnout; Arkansas, 77.9%; and Texas, 73.1%.

1966:  The Equality of Educational Opportunity study, often called the Coleman Report because of its primary author James S. Coleman, is conducted in response to provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  It changed the way many people thought about equality of educational opportunity.  Instead of proving that the quality of schools is the most important factor in a student's academic success--as its sponsors had expected--the report found that a child's family background and the school's socioeconomic makeup are the best predictors 
1966:  The general assembly passes the Kentucky Civil Rights Act, prohibiting discrimination in employment and public accommodations and empowering cities to enact local laws against housing discrimination. It is the first act of its kind in the South.

The general assembly repeals “dead letter” segregation laws and the Day Law.  Bardstown-Nelson County adopts a comprehensive “model” ordinance prohibiting discrimination in housing, employment, and public accommodations.

1966:  In a game that receives national attention because of the racial makeup of the teams, the all-white University of Kentucky squad under Coach Adolph Rupp loses the NCAA basketball championship game to Texas Western, (Campbellsville Ky native, born to sharecroppers, Clem Haskins) which has an all-black starting lineup.
1966:  Jerome Bruner's Toward a Theory of Instruction is published. His views regarding teaching and learning help to popularize the cognitive learning theory as an alternative to behaviorism.

1966:  Public Law 358, the Veterans Readjustment Benefits Act of 1966, provides not only educational benefits, but also home and farm loans as well as employment counseling and placement services for Vietnam veterans. More than 385,000 troops, serve in Vietnam during 1966. From 1965-1975, more than nine million American military personnel are on active military duty, about 3.4 million of whom serve in Southeast Asia.

1967:  The Kentucky General Assembly responded to educators’ concerns over the Rollback Law by permitting school districts to take a one-time, ten- percent increase in both 1967 and 1968.  However, local politicians, like the General Assembly before them, proved to be too worried about being blamed for additional taxes and as a result, few districts took advantage of the opportunity and little progress was made toward equity.

1967:  Georgia M. Davis (later, Powers) of Louisville becomes the first African American woman elected to the state senate, beginning a two-decade tenure. Mae Street Kidd, also of Louisville, wins the first of eight terms in the house.  

Covington and Kenton County adopt acts against discrimination in housing.

Fayette Fiscal Court passes a prohibition against discrimination in housing for the county and Lexington.

After numerous demonstrations in support of fair housing, the Louisville Board of Aldermen passes a broad, enforceable ordinance against discrimination in housing.

Nat Northington of Louisville plays in four football games for the University of Kentucky, breaking the color barrier in the Southeastern Conference.
1967: Thurgood Marshall becomes a justice on the U.S. Supreme Court.  An anti-war march on the Pentagon takes place.

1968: Skewered by his inability to extricate the country from the twin crises of Vietnam and mounting racial antagonism, on March 31, 1968, President Lyndon Johnson announces his decision to not seek the Democratic Party nomination for reelection.

1968: Martin Luther King, Jr., is assassinated.

1968: Robert Kennedy, brother of John F. Kennedy and a candidate for the Democratic nomination for president, is assassinated.

1968: The Democratic National Convention in Chicago takes place in the midst of a violent confrontation between thousands of anti-war demonstrators and the Chicago police department, some of which is broadcast on live television.

1968: George Wallace founds the American Independent Party and in the election of 1968 pulls votes away from Hubert Humphrey, the Democratic Party candidate for president.

1968: Richard M. Nixon is elected president.

1968:  First fiscal equalization case to make it to the U. S. Supreme Court was McInnis v. Shapiro, out of Illinois.  The plaintiffs were denied relief because they were unable to help the court devise “discoverable and manageable standards” by which the court could determine when the constitution was satisfied and when it is violated.  The search for judicially manageable standards helps spawn “standards-based” education.

1969: President Nixon begins withdrawing U.S. troops from Vietnam.  The Woodstock rock festival takes place.  Neil Armstrong, a U.S. astronaut, becomes the first human being to walk on the moon.  Public Broadcasting Corporation airs its first broadcast of Sesame Street.
1969:  Herbert R. Kohl's book, The Open Classroom, helps to promote open education, an approach emphasizing student-centered classrooms and active, holistic learning. The conservative "back to the basics" movement of the late 1970s begins at least partially as a backlash against open education.

1969: The Stonewall riot in New York City signals the beginning of the openly public gay rights movement.

1970s “Phonics” becomes the prevalent method of reading instruction in American classrooms; teaching children the relationship between letters and sounds.

1970: At Kent State University in Ohio, National Guard troops fire on Vietnam War protesters, killing four. At Jackson State University in Mississippi, two African American civil rights protesters are shot to death by police.  Kentucky Governor Louie Nunn, during a period of national unrest, orders the National Guard onto UK's campus after the ROTC building was burned to the ground.

1970: The Environmental Protection Agency is created.  The Occupational Safety and Health Agency (OSHA) is created.

1970?  Check Date and move:  The Kentucky Education Association calls for a teachers' strike which lasts six-days.  The strike was crippled by court injunctions that resulted in a Court of Appeals decision outlawing strikes by teachers and other public employees.
1970:  Jean Piaget's book, The Science of Education, is published. His Learning Cycle model helps to popularize discovery-based teaching approaches, particularly in the sciences.

1971: The New York Times publishes the Pentagon Papers. They reveal that during the Johnson administration the Department of Defense deliberately lied to the public about the effectiveness of U.S. policy in Vietnam.

1971:  Serrano v. Priest was the first major school case to be filed in a state (California) rather than federal court.  It was also the first time a state system of school finance was found to be unconstitutional.  The state court found that the state system of funding violated the federal equal protection clauses of both the state and federal constitutions. Compulsory attendance was used as partial rationale supporting education as a fundamental right.  The court’s finding was ruled invalid by Rodriquez two years later.

1971:  In the case of Pennsylvania Association for Retarded Children (PARC) v. Pennsylvania, the federal court rules that students with mental retardation are entitled to a free public education.

1972: Congress approves the Equal Rights Amendment.

1972:  The case of Mills v. the Board of Education of Washington, D.C. extends the PARC v. Pennsylvania ruling to other students with disabilities and requires the provision of "adequate alternative educational services suited to the child's needs, which may include special education . . ."

1972:  Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 becomes law. Though associated with women's participation in sports, Title IX prohibits discrimination based on sex in all aspects of education.

1973:  The U S Supreme Court ruled in San Antonio v. Rodriguez that the equal protection clause of the 14th amendment could not be used to overturn inequitable funding schemes finding that education was not a fundamental right.   The court also noted that the equal protection clause applies to individuals, not governmental entities..  This effectively ended federal school funding cases and spawned a new wave of such suits based on state constitutions.
In Robinson v. Cahill the New Jersey court ruled the school funding system unconstitutional based on the education clause in the New Jersey state constitution.  This started a second wave of school funding cases, based on state constitutions and arguing inequities.
1973: A woman's right to end pregnancy by abortion is upheld by the Supreme Court in Roe v. Wade.

1973: The Vietnam Peace Treaty signed.

1973: The Paris Peace Accords allow the United States to withdraw from Vietnam, but fighting continues between the South Vietnamese government and the communists.

 1974: President Nixon resigns and Gerald Ford becomes president. President Ford soon pardons Nixon of any crimes he may have committed.

1974:  Federal Judge Arthur Garrity orders busing of African American students to predominantly white schools in order to achieve racial integration of public schools in Boston, MA.  The Boston School Committee had, he said, "knowingly carried out a systematic program of segregation affecting all of the city's students, teachers, and school facilities and [had] intentionally brought about and maintained a dual school system."  White parents protest, particularly in South Boston.  

1974: The Supreme Court rules in Bradley v. Milliken that cross-district school busing is not a proper remedy for segregation in the schools.

1975:  Riots break out in Louisville when a federal judge requires schools to transport students by bus to achieve racial balance.

1975:  The Education of All Handicapped Children Act (PL 94-142) becomes federal law. It requires that a free, appropriate public education, suited to the student's individual needs, and offered in the least restrictive setting be provided for all "handicapped" children. States are given until 1978 (later extended to 1981) to fully implement the law.

1976:  The Kentucky General Assembly ratifies the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution; as much as 111 years after the fact.

1978: The Supreme Court rules on affirmative action in the case of Bakke v. University of California. The ruling does not terminate affirmative action, but it does limit the use of quotas to attain affirmative action goals.  There were several cases dealing with the issue of race and education which preceded this case, however, Bakke was the first in which the judicial system was asked to resolve the issue of affirmative action. The decision handed out by the high court was ambiguous and, although temporarily solved that particular case, did very little to resolve the problem or set a precedence for future cases dealing with the same difficult issue.
1979:  In order to counter inflationary effects at work in the nation's economy, a special session (called by Lt. Governor Thelma Stovall in Governor Julian Carroll's absence from the state) of the General Assembly passed House Bill 44.  This measure required districts to reduce their tax rates every year so that current receipts would not be more than four percent higher than those of the previous year.  Thus, the bill put a cap on school revenue and retained the cap on the tax rate. 

House Bill 4 created the Power Equalization program, which was to directly address the equity issue.  Unfortunately, funding of the Power Equalization program was small enough to make little difference in the reduction of disparities between poor and wealthy districts.  

1981:  Kentucky Governor John Y. Brown reduced the Power Equalization program by executive order from $40,000,000 to $31,000,000 angering many rural superintendents.
1981: Sandra Day O'Connor is appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court as its first female justice.

1981: Reagan convinces Congress to agree to substantial tax reductions and to also cut the federal budget in many areas. Defense spending is increased substantially, however, leading to large budget deficits throughout the Reagan administration.

1981: The AIDS epidemic makes its first appearance in the United States.

1982:  Madeline C. Hunter's book, Mastery Teaching, is published. Her direct instruction teaching model becomes widely used.

1982: The Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution fails to be ratified by the states.

1983:  The report of the National Commission on Excellence in Education, “A Nation at Risk,” calls for sweeping reforms in public education and teacher training.  The report was greeted with some alarm.  It claimed that American "students were not studying the right subjects, were not working hard enough, and were not learning enough. Their schools suffered from slack and uneven standards. Many teachers were ill-prepared. The report also warned that "our social structure would crack, our culture erode, our economy totter, [and] our national defenses weaken" if the United States did not make immediate attempts to remedy the situation by finding a cure for our fatally-ill education system. 

A Nation at Risk was an important landmark in the history of school reform in the United States. Because of its sobering and grim prediction that America would soon be engulfed by a "rising tide of mediocrity" this report was a forceful call for major changes in public education, but cited no sources for its conclusions.
1983:  In Frames of Mind, Howard Gardner Introduces the Theory of Multiple Intelligences.  Rather than viewing intelligence as a “general capacity or potential which every human being possesses to a greater or lesser extent” to be measured by standardized verbal instruments, Gardner defined intelligence as “the ability to solve problems, or to create products, that are valued within one or more cultural settings. It was seen as “the manifestation of engagements between two components:  (a) individuals, who are capable of using their array of competences in various domains of knowledge; and (b) the societies that foster individual development through the opportunities they provide....”    

1984:  In May, former Kentucky Department of Education finance expert, Arnold Guess, meets with Superintendents and Board members of 28 Kentucky school districts to discuss funding inequities.  The Council for Better Education is formed.  By October, former federal judge and former Kentucky Governor, Bert Combs, agrees to represent the Council in a suit against the legislature

1984:  The Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence holds its first Town Forum, broadcast state-wide on Kentucky Educational Television (KET), and introduced by Governor Martha Layne Collins, Governor Combs, Prichard Executive Director Bob Sexton and State Superintendent Alice McDonald.

1985:  In June, State Superintendent McDonald told the Louisville Times that she will sue if Council uses school funds.  In July, the Kentucky Attorney General opines in OAG 85-100 "...that a local board of education may expend school funds to support litigation efforts relating to the equity of distribution of financial resources..."  In November, Council for Better Education, et al. v. Martha Layne Collins, Governor, et al.; Civil Action No. 85-CI-1759 is filed in Franklin Circuit Court and assigned to Judge Ray Corns. 
1986:  Robert Fulghum publishes All I Really Needed to Know I Learned in Kindergarten.  

His list of rules—the things he learned in kindergarten—are rules he said everyone should live by: Share everything; Play fair; Don’t hit people; Put things back where you found them; Clean up your own mess; Don’t take things that aren’t yours; Say you’re sorry when you hurt somebody; Wash your hands before you eat; Flush; Warm cookies and milk are good for you; Live a balanced life—learn some and think some and draw and paint and sing and dance and play and work every day some; Take a nap every afternoon; When you go out into the world, watch out for traffic, hold hands, and stick together; Be aware of wonder.

1987:  In August trial began in the Council for Better Education case.

1987:  E. D. Hirsch, Jr. published Cultural Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know , a book that soon would become a best-seller and a manifesto for the 'core knowledge' movement in school curriculum (also known as 'back to basics'). In Cultural Literacy, Hirsch identified 5,000 names, dates, essential facts and concepts that an educated person should know, in fields as diverse as science, culture, religion, and art history.

1988:  In April, Judge Corns hears final oral arguments, nearly twenty-nine months after the filing of the suit. On May 31st, he issues “Corn's Decision” declaring Kentucky’s system of school finance unconstitutional.  Judge Corns names a Select Committee to hold hearings on education.  He issued the final ruling in October, which was immediately appealed to the Kentucky Supreme Court. 

1988:  The U.S. Congress approved the implementation of Even Start, a federally-funded, comprehensive family literacy program designed to break the intergenerational cycle of poverty and illiteracy in low-income and low-literate families.

1989:  Kentucky Supreme Court Rules in favor of the Council for Better Education affirming and expanding Judge Corn’s ruling.  Governor Wilkinson holds a press conference to pledge that he will comply with the court order.  This begins the third wave of school funding cases which are based on state constitutions and argue both equity and adequacy.
1989: Germany begins to reunify as the Cold War grinds to an end. The Berlin Wall is dismantled, and the communist parties of Eastern and Central Europe are weakened. 

1990:  On April 11, Governor Wilkinson signs the Kentucky Educational Reform Act, arguably the most sweeping reform effort in the nation.

1990:  Public Law 101-476, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), renames and amends Public Law 94-142. In addition to changing terminology from handicap to disability, it mandates transition services and adds autism and traumatic brain injury to the eligibility list.

1991:  Jonathan Kozol's publication of Savage Inequalities exposes the gross disparities existing between public school districts serving the poorest of the poor and the most affluent sectors of American society. And because such economic disparities are often colored by the lines of racial discrimination, single motherhood, and lacking legal protections for youth, Kozol's work also sheds light on overlapping inequalities emergent in public education at the dawn of the 1990s. Such disparities merely reflect the growing gap between rich and poor, exacerbated by Reganomics of the previous decade.  The public schools, Kozol says, do little to rectify these ongoing inequalities.

1991: In the Persian Gulf War, the United States and its allies rain destruction on the armed forces of Iraq. The small but oil-rich nation of Kuwait, which Iraq had occupied, is liberated.

1991: President George Bush nominates African American conservative jurist Clarence Thomas to the Supreme Court, only to be confronted with the testimony of Anita Hill, who alleges that in a previous job Thomas persistently subjected her to sexual harassment. Most senators vote to confirm Thomas.

1992: After the beating of an African American motorist, Rodney King, by Los Angeles police, and after the accused police officers are acquitted by an all-white suburban jury, the city goes up in flames. In the resulting race riot, the largest and bloodiest in the twentieth century United States, over 50 people die.

1993: Congress raises taxes to shrink the federal deficit.

1993:  Jacqueline and Martin Brooks' In Search of Understanding: The Case for Constructivist Classrooms is published. It is one many books and articles describing constructivism, a view that learning best occurs through active construction of knowledge rather than its passive reception. Constructivist learning theory, with roots such as the work of Dewey, Bruner, Piaget, and Vygotsky, becomes extremely popular in the 1990s.

1994:  Herrenstein and Murray publish The Bell Curve.  The book rekindled the “Gap” debate stating, “There are substantial individual and group differences in intelligence; these differences profoundly influence the social structure and organization of work in modern industrial societies, and they defy easy remediation. They also lamented what they called a national dysgenesis, which “refers to the fact that if you have people with low IQs having more babies than people with high IQs, or having them at younger ages, you end up with a downward pressure on what you could call the human capital of the country.” The book was a controversial look at intelligence and social class.  Publication of "The Bell Curve" renews debate over student performance by racial subgroups.  Schools begin to collect and report “disaggregated” student achievement data.  This changes the analysis of student achievement data from comparison of group means, to an examination of subgroup means - and creates a philosophical shift from equality of educational opportunity to equity of student achievement outcomes.  
1995: Congress passes and the president signs bills on welfare-to-work, and a minimum wage increase, and minor reforms in the health care system. 
1996:  The state constitution is amended to remove provisions for a poll tax and segregated schools.

1999:  On April 20, two senior students at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado, Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, entered their high school and began shooting their fellow students.  Klebold and Harris also planted 13 bombs throughout the school and rigged themselves with explosives.  When the smoke cleared, 15 people were dead; 12 students, one teacher, who tried to protect other students, and the two perpetrators, who had committed suicide.

1999:  In the USA, 850,000 students are home-schooled, reports the National Household Education Surveys Program.
2000:  Diane Ravitch's book, Left Back: A Century of Failed School Reforms, criticizes progressive educational policies and argues for a more traditional, academically-oriented education. 

2001:  The controversial No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) is signed into law by President George W. Bush. The law, which reauthorizes the ESEA of 1965, holds schools accountable for student achievement levels and provides penalties for schools that do not make adequate yearly progress toward meeting the goals of NCLB.

2004:  H.R. 1350, The Individuals with Disabilities Improvement Act (IDEA 2004), reauthorizes and modifies IDEA. Changes, which take effect on July 1, 2005, include modifications in the IEP process and procedural safeguards, increased authority for school personnel in special education placement decisions, and alignment of IDEA with the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.
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