
April 13, 2005

ENGL 1023.10

Ms. Souder

“As if” Rhetoric is Hard to Spot

Rhetorical devices are important in any movie.  Building up credibility to an audience is of the utmost importance.  If credibility is not built, then rest assured the movie will not be a success.  However, the makings of a great blockbuster hit always have the best use of rhetorical devices.  Clueless, a movie written and directed by Amy Heckerling, is a movie that was a great success and enjoyed by those of all ages.  Heckerling devised a movie that used rhetoric in a subtle, yet very real, way.  Her use of color, diction, foreshadowing, symbolism, epiphanies, and stereotypes all come together in this cleverly written and absolutely hilarious movie that has all that watch it saying, “As if.”
First, Heckerlings use of color does many wonders for this picture.  For example, red is a very prominent color in this feature.  When a character is not wearing red, they stick out more.  In a scene where Cher is photographing all her friends, all of the girls are wearing red except for Ty.  This was done to show that Ty was an outsider.  Elton, Ty’s very brief love interest, never wears red.  He wears mostly dark colors of blue and black.  This signifies his cold demeanor.  It is a rare occasion when Ty finds out that Elton is not interested in her because all of the girls are wearing black, signifying them mourning the loss of her crush.

In almost every scene, Cher and her friends are wearing red.  However, there is an interesting shift when Ty has her “brush with death” at the mall.  After this scene, Cher does not wear red again; she wears mostly pale greens, pinks and whites.  This signifies her attitude change where she goes from being completely Clueless about everything to becoming more clear and questioning things.  It is after this that Cher has her epiphany in the movie.  She realizes that she is in love with Josh, her ex step brother.  Just by changing the colors of her clothes the audience becomes aware of her “soul makeover.”

Before this epiphany happens, there are many incidents that lead the audience to believe that Josh and Cher may get together in the end.  For example, in their first scene together they are fighting a poking fun at each other.  However, rather than sitting on opposite sides of the room from one another, they sit side by side on the loveseat.  Also, from the beginning of the movie Cher makes it known that she is not interested in guys in high school.  Josh is in college.  Another example is when they are riding in the car together and Cher corrects Josh’s girlfriend on Hamlet.  Josh secretively smiles at her through the rear view mirror.

Diction also plays a critical role in this motion picture.  From this movie, a generation was sparked by words and phrases like, “Betty, outtie, whatever, as if,” and the still used today “da bomb.”  These characters all lived in California so Heckerling chose these words as a means of making fun of the typical California stereotype (or Valley talk, to be more specific).  She is successful in her endeavor with diction.
Although this entire movie has many understatements present, the one that is the most obvious is in the first five minutes of the movie.  Cher starts by saying that she has “a way normal life for a teenager.”  She “wakes up and decides what to wear.”  This seems normal enough however, while she is saying this, she is using her computer to dress an image of her onscreen with the clothes she has in her (revolving) closet.  She chooses an outfit, and the computer tells her it’s a mismatch, so she finds another one.  Her dressing by computer is definitely not normal.
Another area that builds to the credability of this film is in the costume choices for Cher’s father.  Her father is a lawyer, one that is paid quite well (hence their comfortable lifestyle).  In every scene he wears a long sleeved shirt with a tie.  He is kept in mostly neutral colors, like browns, grays, blacks and whites, for the entire movie.  And another interesting point about Cher and her father is that anytime Cher talks with her father she is in business like attire.
Another device used by Heckerling was all of her stereotypes.  The gay man who was in love with the 50’s (Christian.  There’s also irony here that the gay man’s name is Christian), the all American boy who wears neutral colors and flannel (Josh), the pothead stoner guy with long hair who skateboards (Travis), and the constant catty red headed girl who is bitchy in every scene (Amber).  All of these stereotypes were accurately depicted.
Cher uses an analogy in this film as well.  She states that “searching for a boy in high school is as meaningless as searching for meaning in a Pauly Shore movie.”  This could also be considered a simile; however, its length makes it more accurately an analogy.

There are several other small examples of rhetoric in this film.  The opening credits are done in bright, vibrant colors, setting up a bright mood for the movie.  Cher narrates the movie.  Point of view is always an interesting device used by writers and directors.  And last, Cher drives a white car, which I believe to be symbolic of her purity and innocence.
Without rhetoric, movies are hopeless.  Clueless is a movie that ironically enough is about being superficial.  However, I have just proved that this movie is anything but.  Heckerling uses diction, foreshadowing, symbolism, epiphanies, and stereotypes to build a solid movie that proves to be entertaining to all that watch.  Rhetorical devices are not hard to find, you just have to know what you’re looking for.  This movie before this paper seemed meaningless and not very dynamic.  Just goes to show that I was definitely clueless about Clueless.

