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Where Are We Going Wrong?

“Teachers are paid too much! I'm fed up with teachers and their hefty salaries for only 9 months work! What we need here is a little perspective. If I had my way, I'd pay teachers baby sitting wages. That's right. Instead of paying these outrageous taxes, I'd give them $3.00 an hour. And, I'm only going to pay them for 5 hours, not planning time. That would be $15.00 a day. Each parent should pay $15.00 a day for these teachers to baby sit their children. Even if they have more than one child, it's still cheaper than private day care. Now how many children do they teach a day - maybe 20? That's $15.00 x 20 = 300.00 a day. But remember, they only work 180 days a year! I'm not going to pay them for all the vacations: $300.00 x 180 = $54,000” (http://www.basicjokes.com/djoke.php?id=1295). 

Public schools today seem to have more problems than ever regarding finances.  Teacher’s salaries are still not up to their net worth, district funding is a hot topic of debate, and more school district funds are being embezzled and stolen than ever before.  At some point one has to ask, “What’s going wrong?”
For example, Roslyn School District in Roslyn, New York is being investigated for its spending of $34 million dedicated to school repairs and things of that nature (Healy, www.nytimes.com).  The school’s files were seized and have uncovered a state audit that found former Roslyn officials had stolen $11.2 million from the district over eight years, sending the money to relatives and spending lavishly on homes, cars, flights on the Concorde and trips to the Caribbean and Las Vegas. 

Another case of this nature happened with the funding of “Head Start.”  In Maryland, there was the indictment of a Head Start director on charges she stole $335,777 from the program (Winter, www.nytimes.com).  In South Dakota, a person was charged with embezzling $185,000 from an organization providing Head Start (Winter).  Not to mention the accusations that Head Start programs overpaid their executives and collected federal money for children they never served (Winter).  
Programs like Head Start are being stolen from.  Head Start, a bipartisan supported, once federally ran program, was handed over to the heads of state in 2003, during the Bush administration.  Wade Horn, assistant secretary for children and families in the Department of Health and Human Services, was quoted saying, "it doesn't do the children of Head Start any good for the federal government to turn its head (Winter, www.nytimes.com)."  A statement like this is simple, and yet makes a huge impact.  It does seem as if the government did turn its back on the Head Start Program.
Obviously, when this program was federally run, there was not so much net loss as there seems to be now.  Government officials decided to pass on the Head Start programs and relinquish control to the states.  Why would our government officials choose to risk such an important program as this one; a program that affects thousands of children’s lives?  Who decides policy?  Officials.  Who decides officials?  Americans!  Americans have a voice in their democracy; voting.  Essentially, business starts with politics.  It is interesting to think that so many pride themselves on having a business without politics.  In truth, it is actually almost impossible to do. 
In New York, Mayor Bloomberg has just proposed a plan that will nearly double the current budget for school repairs and improvements.  This is quite a large amount of money the mayor is dealing with.  While some officials criticized, most just said that they would support the mayor.  Support is great, however, not questioning and looking into this plan thoroughly, with a fine tooth comb, could result in more losses for our children in schools.   No more money need be lost at the hands of educators.

Business starts with politics, but politics can start with business as well.  Our government officials should be protecting our children’s educations.  They are who will lead us into tomorrow.  Who are we if we start to compromise out own future?  What will this country become?

So where have we gone wrong?  Blind faith in our government officials is not acceptable.  We must question and study every decision that is to be made.  We must use our voice to vote.  We must stop in our daily lives long enough to understand the world we live in.  Everyday decisions are being made for you that you had no say in.  That should boost anyone into getting involved.
The school funding problems need to be addressed immediately.  More and more money is being stolen and embezzled from deserving schools and students.  Protect our tomorrow, or there may not be one.
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