Virtual Field Trip

The Transformation of Transportation
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Have you ever wondered how people got around in the pioneer days before cars and planes had been invented?  Have you ever wondered who invented modern day planes, trains, and cars?  Have you ever imagined what the very first forms of transportation looked like and how they worked?  Well, I invite you to sit back in your seats, fasten your seatbelts, and get ready for a ride through history.  
Our first stop is along the Oregon Trail during Westward Expansion.  I must warn you that prairie wagons did not offer the same comforts of modern day cars.  Be prepared to travel for a great distance on bumpy, rocky roads in a covered wagon along the Oregon Trail.  Be sure to check out the parts of the Conestoga wagon and test your knowledge (just for fun!) 


Our next stop is the Transcontinental Railroad System.  Here we will discover how the first railroad system functioned.  Click on the train to learn about the history of the Transcontinental Railroad System.



Now that you have learned about the railroad, follow the next link to check out what people during this time period thought about the railroad system.



Now, it’s time to go airborne and check out the invention of the first airplane! How do you think it would have felt to be the first person to invent what we know today as the airplane?  Click on this link to hear how the Wright brother felt about their invention in their own words and to see how far the invention of the airplane has come!



Now here is your chance to see what it would be like to fly alongside the Wright Brothers in the first plane ever invented.  Enjoy your flight, and I’ll see you back on the ground!  


Finally, let’s take a trip back in time to explore the first automobile.  You may be surprised to find that the first automobile did not offer the same luxurious features that your family car does.  How did they survive without power locks, air condition, and radio?  Follow this link to take a closer look at automobiles from the past. 


Well, I know you are bound to be running out of gas by now!  To wrap up our trip, let’s make one giant leap into the future!



Now, draw a picture of what you think one of the modes of transportation we have looked at may look 100 years from now.  Bring your picture to class tomorrow!  I hope you have enjoyed your travels and have learned a lot about the transformation of transportation!  
