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BENEFITS AND DANGERS IN CASUAL DATING


~You are less likely to be emotionally hurt when the one you have been dating decides it’s time to end the relationship.
[]It’s possible that you will be hurt if you are more serious about the relationship than the other person--clear communication is apparently more difficult in a less committed relationship.
--Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is desperately wicked, above all else; who can understand it?

~You get to know lots of people personally without the interference of third parties.
[]At the same time, you may be exposed to much greater temptation as this is directly counter to the Scriptural command to “flee youthful lusts” (II Timothy 2:22).
--Proverbs 25:17 Your neighbor will get tired of you if you spend too much time at his house.

~You get to enjoy someone else’s company without being committed to a long-term relationship.
[]This pleasure is Satan’s counterfeit to what God has designed to give lasting pleasure.

~Depending upon your standards, you may be able to experience a taste of what it’s like to be married without the associated responsibilities and commitments.
[]Satan would like to cheat you out of the genuine pleasure experienced with responsibility.
--Ecclesiastes 11:9 Rejoice in your youth and do as you please, but know that God will bring you to judgment.

~You get to know someone before deciding whether or not you’d even consider marrying them.
[]This is a way to avoid having to trust God to work through parents.
--Proverbs 19:14  A prudent wife is from the Lord.

~Your distraction would only be with current pleasure unless you¹re unrealistically fantasizing about the future.
[]You cheat the Lord out of the time He has given you for undistracted ministry in your youth.
--Ecclesiastes 12:1 Remember the Creator while you are in your youth because the day will come when you no longer take pleasure in the same things.

~You can base your decision on logic and feelings rather than having to discern and trust God’s choice.
[]Man’s wisdom is foolishness; only seeing life from God’s perspective will enable us to “make the right decisions” (discerning God’s will would be a more appropriate way of putting it for those who are committed to obedience).
--Colossians 2:8 Beware of man’s philosophies.

~Your social life is greatly expanded with your freer ability to interact with the opposite gender.
[]We are to fellowship, but defrauding can occur if it is not according to God¹s design.

~You can overcome shyness around the opposite gender.
[]This “shyness” may actually be a God-given caution for protection of your heart.
--Proverbs 29:25 The fear of man brings a snare.


TEN GOOD (AND SCRIPTURAL) REASONS NOT TO COURT OR DATE BEFORE ABSOLUTE COMMITMENT

1. To obey the fifth commandment, which is reiterated in the New Testament
Exodus 20:12 Honor your father and your mother.
Ephesians 6:1-3; Colossians 3:20 Obey your parents.
Romans 13:1-7 God’s structure of authority
Why I do:  They are wiser than me, they have a more objective viewpoint, they can evaluate a potential spouse more accurately (and without getting their emotions as involved as I might), and they are my God-ordained authorities.
2. To keep your heart
Proverbs 4:23 The direction of a father and the wisest man that ever lived
Ephesians 6:14 The breastplate of righteousness, which guards your heart
Integrity is required--my conduct matters.
Philippians 4:6-7 God’s peace guards hearts and minds.
We need to give our hearts totally to God, for Him to keep.
I must take every thought captive.
3.  To maintain a single focus
Greater fruitfulness is possible (until God’s time for marriage).
Matthew 6:22 Having a single eye
Our testimony is clearer because of our sincerity.
I Corinthians 7:34 Marriage distracts.
4. To leave and cleave (in that order)
Mark 10:7-8 Christ’s instruction on the matter
This is a clear union, not just two individuals.
5. To demonstrate faithfulness prior to even  identifying one’s future spouse
Hey, a great wedding gift!
Matthew 1:19 Unfaithfulness as grounds for legal divorce (though not yet physically united)
Live the vows before you make them--emotional promiscuity is a hard habit to break.
II Timothy 2:22 Flee youthful lusts.
6. To not necessitate division of that which has already been joined--even emotionally
Don¹t get attached before you are ready to become one!  It¹s wrong; it¹s defrauding.
Mark 10:9 Binding together occurs by God¹s design.
7. To carry out promises made even with a simple “yes”
Matthew 5:37 Let your “yes” be as good as a promise [to be kept--commitment]
We shouldn¹t have to have signed commitments (not that we shouldn¹t have things on paper, but our word should be just as good).
8. To avoid any unseemly behavior that could bring down God’s Name in the eyes of the world
People are watching us...closely.
II. Samuel 12:14 The world watches the people of the Lord very closely, seeing our outward appearance and actions.
David’s sin with Bathsheba happened because he didn’t keep his heart and his mind pure before the Lord and because he was not where he belonged.
Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men....
We’re Christ’s representatives on earth.
9. To keep the objectivity (or sensitivity to the Lord, rather) required for receiving clear direction from the Lord
I Corinthians 7
Just as marriage distracts, so will any romantic relationship prevent you from focusing solely on the Lord.  Marriage is a necessary distraction, but why be distracted when you can be more fruitful otherwise?
John 10
10. To demonstrate faith and trust in God’s will for you
Psalm 37:3-7 Delight yourself in the Lord.
There are rewards.
God knows and desires the best for us.
It grieves God when  we choose Satan’s “best.”
Unnecessary agony results when we choose to go our own way [as with Abraham and Sarah in the situation with Hagar and Ishmael...look at the consequences that are still being reaped today].
Psalm 18:19 He delivered me because He delighted in me.
Things to Remember in the Process...

1. Pray
~To know God’s will
[]spiritual preparation
[]commitment to obedience

2. Parental Involvement
~To know what your parents desire
[]Hebrews 13:17 Obey and submit to those who are accountable for you.
[]Ephesians 5:22-6:4 Each person’s role of submission to authority
[]*YOUR PERSPECTIVE ON AUTHORITY DIRECTLY AFFECTS ALL YOUR RELATIONSHIPS.

3. Proper Timing
~To know God’s time
[]Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 There is a time for everything.
[]Prophecies were fulfilled in God’s perfect time, for His perfect reasons--may we be submissive to His plan.
[]Focus on your specific calling, not on finding a mate.
[]Premature marriage will bring regret. [Is that indeed true?  It depends on the def. of premature.]
[]God may have  you set aside marriage for a time of undistracted ministry                        (I Corinthians 7).
[]Seek the Lord to strengthen your relationship with Him.

4. Person’s Family
~To know their parents (and siblings)
[]Getting to know other families will not hurt if your focus is right and your conduct is honorable.
[]Keep friendships on an appropriate level (I Timothy 5:1-2).
[]Build lasting friendships, not short-term relationships.
[]Get to know the specific authority involved (I Corinthians 7:36-38--the father is in charge of when and whom his daughter will marry).
[]Here’s a head start on potential in-law relationships!

5. Pray More
~To know God’s will and obey
[]Focus on what is eternal in your prayer, realizing that marriage is only for this earth, but has eternal ramifications.
[]Read God’s Word.
[]Record rhemas of His will for your life (do not discern whom or when to marry by them, however, for it is quite possible for you to be deceived when you are distracted).
[]Take every thought captive.
[]PLEASE KNOW GOD’S WILL BEFORE GETTING INVOLVED.
[]If your faith is weak, there is Scriptural precedent for requesting confirmation [Gideon], though you should really know God¹s voice.  God often confirms things to the obedient anyway, to solidify their faith in Him.

6. Propose....to the Authority!
~To know what her parents desire
[]“NO” is God¹s clear direction, too.
[]You might be knocking on the wrong door or at the wrong time.
[]Be grateful to wait for God’s best (instead of being rebellious in thought, attitude, or action).

7. Personal Relationship
~To know the person
[]Work with her authority to obtain her affections.
[]Maintain the highest standards.
[]Ministry and practical projects (done for the right reasons, not just to “get to know each other”) are desirable for learning to work together.  Avoid artificial settings.
[Here would be my problem with getting to know someone in other than their home environment--I wouldn’t want to be where they are on their best behavior.]
[]Discuss important issues (like finances and childrearing).
[]Look for admirable traits, but be aware of negative qualities that could hinder the relationship--seek to cultivate spiritual maturity in each other, according to the appropriate roles of leadership and submission.
8.Pursue God’s Best
~To know God’s will for sure
[]The direction of the relationship should be abundantly clear by now, especially for those who have not yet determined God’s will.
[]If indeed  you already determined God’s will, there will be no need for “breaking up.”
[]Fast and pray (maybe even with authority).
[]Counsel from authorities regarding the future of the relationship and courtship protocol would be very wise.

9. Present Full Proposal to Parents
~To know their ultimate desire (may parents have determined this before letting the relationship progress this far)
[]Ask about character flaws they have observed in you (this would be good to do along the way, too...a chance for them to observe your humility) and ask for God’s grace to grow in these areas.

10. Propose--to HER
~To know her will (she must have veto power, you understand, preferably exercised if appropriate before now)
[]May those of you who went on the commitment before involvement accept my hearty congratulations on a “job well done” [by God’s grace].  May those of you who need time to test God’s will also be blessed as you grow in faith.
[]Center all your relationships around Christ--if you are close to Him, that should be pretty natural.

[]Devise (with your parents) your own personal protocol for maintaining your convictions before and during any courtship.
[]Be prepared to explain reasons for your convictions--why you do things or don’t do them.
[]Make sure you have a solid Scriptural foundation for any commitments you make and  that  your motives are right, lest they become a mere manifestation of legalism.


Dating vs. Courtship vs. Betrothal
Which should it be?

Webster’s Definitions

Date
a social engagement between two persons of the opposite sex

Courtship
to engage in social activities leading to engagement  and marriage

Betrothal
a mutual promise or contract for future marriage

*Dating has  no clear goal.
*Courtship has a goal.
*Betrothal establishes a clear future through  current commitment.

Do we just have the wrong order?

Prerequisites for Considering Marriage

Life Calling and Work
~“Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyself in the field; and afterwards build thine house.”  Pr. 24:27  
[]Know and be involved in fulfilling God’s specific call before starting a family (which is done by getting married).

Love
~I Cor. 13
[]Have a good understanding of genuine love.
*Commitment vs. Lust

Loyalty and Submission
~“Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.”  Hebrews 13:17
[]Be submitted--committed to total, whole-hearted obedience.

Lordship of Christ
~“I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.”  Jn. 10:4, 14
[]Be in close communion with the Lord.

Further Considerations:
[]Age
[]Completion of formal education (not absolute--just consider it)
[]Financial preparedness (being debt free and with a home prepared)
[]Maturity--spiritual and otherwise
[]Salvation and clarity on doctrine (as well as apparent, continuing growth in the Lord)
[]Similar standards

Understanding Why God Created Marriage

For PROCREATION
 Genesis 1:28
For man to have a PARTNER (a suitable helper)
For PLEASURE
 Proverbs 5:18-19
POWER in numbers to bring people to the Lord (as the mighty in spirit multiply)
 Malachi 2:14-15
For PURITY
 I Corinthians 7
As a PICTURE of Christ and the church 
 Ephesians 5:22-23



Thoughts on Commitment and Marriage


        Have we covered all the bases yet, as far as laying a foundation for sharing Scriptural truths about a new (yet old) concept?  For sure, it should be the Christian’s greatest desire to ultimately glorify the Lord in and through all that he does and to win souls wisely (Proverbs 11:30) according to the leading of the Holy Spirit.  Perhaps for some, the idea of testifying to God’s sovereignty and  goodness in the process leading up to marriage is foreign.  To do anything beyond praying about God’s will while in a relationship may certainly seem strange to many.  This is written with the intent to challenge any reader to reconsider their view of all relationships, especially in light of the Biblical injunction not to “defraud” (I Thessalonians 4:3-7).  May this not only be seen as about dating and courtship, but also help people think about commitment.
        In the Sermon on the Mount, Christ makes it very clear that He is not doing away with the law, but teaching how to apply the law in a spirit of genuine love.   Everything is considered, showing how each situation is an opportunity to demonstrate that love by going the second mile in all things.  The beatitudes talk about those who are blessed because of various states of realizing their dependence upon God.  The passage proceeds with our responsibility as Christians, then shows how Christ fulfilled the law and gives us specifics on living according to the new law of love.  Towards the end of Matthew 5, vows are addressed, and the necessity of simply keeping our word, rather than exposing ourselves to the destruction of going back on vows unwisely made.  It is emphasized that we should let our yes be yes and our no be no.  This is God’s desire. This brings us to the topic of commitment, particularly in the area of working towards marriage.

But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.  Matthew 5:37

        I used to think if people called off their engagement, that they were better off than if they later divorced.  Study of Mt. 5:37 led me to believe that they would have been better never having committed to marriage, never having had any level of romantic involvement.  I began to question the trustworthiness of any person who would feel comfortable canceling a wedding after making a commitment (a publicly known one, no less).  After searching Scripture, I was sure that divorce could be prevented in a better way than changing plans last minute (especially since I was not entirely convinced that such action was even right--God may look on such a decision as sin).
        Courtship was a concept introduced to our family when I was ten years old.  It sounded wonderful.  I had always dreaded the day that people [not my parents, as they urge me to clarify] assured every youngster would come when I would suddenly turn crazy, particularly about boys [now if you want to talk about brothers driving me crazy....but they don’t really].  The thought was not at all appealing, but I got the impression that I wouldn’t be able to help it.  My parents relieved me of that fear by saying they wouldn’t even allow me to have a boyfriend anyway.
        But our understanding of how God can work was still limited.  The most we could do in courtship was hope that things would work out.  As we chose to embrace various other differences from the world [dress, music, etc.], I came to realize that I didn’t have to follow the standard courtship pattern anyway.  The stories of courtships that hadn¹t ended in marriage were a big motivation (even at my young age...I wanted--and still want--to be prepared) to seek out a Scriptural alternative.
        As I stood in the kitchen doing dishes one day (a real great time to think deep thoughts, I might add), God brought to my mind the story of Joseph and Mary and their betrothal commitment so strong that it required a legal divorce to break it (Mt. 1:19). Betrothal...an arranged marriage...not an appealing thought to many.  Yet it sounded so beautiful and so Christlike.  I realized that there were options, that it didn’t matter whether or not I’d heard anybody mention them.
        Two common areas in which people struggle (or at least I do) are authority (obedience) and knowing (discerning) God’s will.   As I considered Scripture, I realized that nothing I do should be so much a matter of being decisive, but one of commitment to total obedience.  Many have aptly said that God will move heaven and earth to make His will clear to those who truly desire to obey.  Remember how God manifested Himself to the people in the Old Testament and the saints in the New Testament?  There are three keys to seeking God¹s will, all of them relating back to commitment.          




The first key is to read God’s Word.  His Law is the schoolmaster to bring us to Christ (Galatians 3:24--it makes us see our sin).  We find clear exposition on the law of love in the New Testament.  Many decisions will relate to principles of right and wrong that are spelled out in Scripture.  God may also guide through rhemas (though anyone involved or desiring to be so in a romantic relationship would be very prone to “finding” positive rhemas, so there needs to be more to it than that), words from God that seem to “jump off the page” at us as we read God’s Word, the Bible.  
        The second key is prayer.  As we read Scripture (we must first have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and be indwelt by the Holy Spirit in order to learn the deeper truths in God’s Word), we will come to know God’s voice (John 10), God’s ways, and Him (John 15...abiding).  Getting to know somebody makes it possible for you to know how they would respond in a given situation, and so it is with the Lord.
        The third key has to do with a horizontal relationship, one with man, one that is flawed and in which many mistakes are made, but God does make it clear that we are to honor our authorities, be they “right” or be they “wrong” (see Romans 13:1-7; Colossians 3:20; and Luke 2:51).  It’s not a matter so much of trusting your earthly authorities in and of themselves (for they will fail...this is a fallen world), but one of trusting God to work through the authorities He has appointed over you.  As you are committed to total obedience to God, trusting Him to work through authorities, committed to reading (and memorizing and meditating upon) His Word, and praying regularly (without ceasing), according to God’s Word and character, you will be able to see clearly what God desires you to do each step of the way, even if you don’t know it all at once (there may be waiting times).
        All the things I just stated are why I believe that any commitment should be absolute.  Any involvement (romantically, that is) must be clearly ordained of God to be culminated in marriage.  Courtship should only begin after a covenant has been made, leaving emotional security for “getting to know each other,” but no room yet for physical contact (until it’s time).  Any emotional involvement that’s based on a probability of marriage, and not on a definite, leaves more room for defrauding than even casual dating.  To be sure, I do not think that dating is wise, but I do believe that courtship (as many define it) has greater potential for grieving God’s heart and bringing the pain of remorse to those who are involved in it.  It is on a level that cannot be broken without causing serious defrauding.
        A lot of people may not have parents such as mine, who are also committed to total obedience.  My parents have assured me of my “veto power” so that there is no need to fear their choice for me (I guess I just don’t have power the other way since they have to approve the guy first...anyway, marriage is not in my current plans; I just want to have this worked out so I know where I stand as an unmarried person).  The Lord has been so good to me that I do not need to fear what He may direct through my parents (in marriage or any other area).  I know that if I perceive something to be a violation of God’s will that I can make a respectful appeal, or that if it is God’s will, He will give me the grace to carry it out.  There are times when my faith wavers, when, as Peter, I stop looking to the Lord and begin to flounder, but the Lord reaches out His hand to hold me up.  I am utterly dependent upon Him, even for the ability to trust Him.
        But even if your parents are not committed to godly principles, or even if they don’t have your best interests at heart, God can use them.  It is good, however, to have a spiritual father or mother who can lead you through life’s decisions from a godly perspective.  Ask the Lord for someone who will be able to guide you in honoring your parents.  As previously stated, God will show His will to those who are committed to doing it.
        Saying “I can’t do it” is a denial of God’s power.   Saying “I won’t do it” is clear indication of a rebellious heart.  Saying that the standards are too high indicates an unwillingness to sacrifice pleasure in order to achieve God’s best.  As Christians, we are called to sacrifice, to take up our crosses and follow Christ (Matthew 16:24), to suffer--as God allows, not because of our own misdeeds (I Peter 2:18-25).
        Rather recently, I as talking to a student at a “Christian” university.  If you are going to tell me that everyone knows how often it’s in name only, I understand, but that doesn’t help the situation.  I asked him about the standards at the school.  He didn’t seem clear on what I was asking.  Standards?  [What are those?  No, not really.]  I gave him a list of possibilities...no drinking...no smoking...no dancing...no TV...must attend chapel at least two times per week...and so on.
        There was silence as I awaited an answer.  He explained that he was really tired and it took him a while to collect his thoughts before replying.  Half the silence seemed to be his horror at some of the possibilities I’d mentioned...no TV?  How would a person survive?  He told me that they didn’t allow drinking, that he thought they probably didn’t prefer gambling, that it was suggested that they not dance, but that most things were left up the students.  “Do you kind of understand what I’m saying?”  Only too well, I thought.  I appreciate a college giving students freedom to make their own decisions, but I think that there is great freedom to be found within boundaries.  
        This guy saw fit to mention that watching TV was okay and that talking with someone of the opposite sex was fine [how glad I should be to know that he wasn’t breaking the rules to complete his assignment of calling me since I requested information about this college].  His genuine shock at some of the things I mentioned at first made me laugh (because I love shocking people, you see...which is probably why I enjoy being different), but then I sobered and was even saddened to think about the seriousness of the attitude he and many “average” Christians have about life.  Many do not see the importance, for our own benefit and our witness to the world as we seek to glorify the Lord, of giving up the little things that might make all the difference in the world to one who is either young in the Lord or does not yet even know the Lord.
        One thing God has laid on my heart is the importance of “being willing,” another way of talking about submission and obedience.  I must be willing to give, to suffer, to obey, to stand, to do and be anything that the Lord may desire.  I must be willing to change, by the power of God’s grace.  I must be willing.  Many are not so and they lose out on the potential of an exciting future with the Lord; they diminish (instead of increasing) their effectiveness for expanding God’s Kingdom.  May we not be guilty of such a charge.  May we be challenged to always be willing.
        In the beginning of this, I mentioned some basics in the understanding of marriage and, more specifically, the process leading up to it.  I defined some of God’s purposes for marriage and touched on a few prerequisites.  I took a look at commitment and the basic aspects of how it relates to marriage and our relationships with God and earthly authorities.
        It is imperative that you seek God’s leading in this area. Read His Word, pray, talk to your parents (or children) about this.  Know God’s will and ways, know His voice.   Be preparing for potential marriage--spiritually, emotionally, and physically.  Having succeeded in the challenge of having a good relationship with parents and siblings will be an immense help because you will be prepared for taking care of problems as they arise.
        One big way to prepare is by sharpening your communication skills.  I laugh about couples and friends who just can’t seem to understand each other, but it’s not really that funny.  My relationships with my brothers (as far as clear communication, at least) actually seem perfect compared to some of what I’ve seen.  There are opportunities everywhere to work on clear communication, but it is an absolute essential for developing a good marital relationship (the people in divorce court seem to all be there for reasons stemming from communication complications).
        If you work on truly knowing the Lord, He will give you the grace to handle whatever comes and strength from simply walking with Him.  If you get to really know your family, you have an opportunity to work more on human relationships, ones that have a “knack,” you might say, for not always [ever] being totally smooth.  If you succeed on both types of relationships, vertical (with the Lord) and horizontal (with man), getting married may be less of a hardship than most people probably should expect.  Make sure that the type of love you are prepared to give is unconditional, not based on what someone gives in return, even if it’s hatred.  Instead of loving as the other person loves you, rely on the Lord to give you the love you need in any situation and for any person.  Ask God to teach you the meaning of genuine love and study His Word to find out what it is.  “Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God” (I John 4:7).

PAMELA’S PERSONAL PROTOCOL
for right now
Dad’s direction--
Do not have long conversations with guys except for practical reasons.

[]Abstain from flirtatious behavior.
[]Be real everywhere and with everyone.
[]Concentrate most on family discipleship relationships.
[]Try to stay in the background, avoiding attracting attention (especially of young men).
[]Be polite always.
[]Look people in the eye...sincerely (and appropriately)
[]:-) Don’t overkill on avoiding enthusiasm when talking with guys (I guess I’m not really the jumping up and down kind of a person in the first place).
[]Don’t get involved in anything that might require/bring one into physical contact with the opposite gender, especially inappropriately.
[]Be serious and sincere, yet smiling.
[]Act the same in the presence of one’s parents as in their absence.
[]Dress in a way that draws attention to the face, but not to the person (make it as easy as possible for guys to keep their thoughts pure)--don¹t overkill.  I wouldn’t want to be slovenly or seductive.
[]When conversing, avoid topics that are deeper than that level of friendship would allow (even too much depth in discussing God’s specific call...David and Bathsheba probably began their intimacy in the spiritual realm because they were both committed to living appropriately—she kept the laws about a woman’s cleanness).
[]Focus on positive character qualities, but do be aware of negative traits.
[]When talking about people (which I guess is not considered appropriate—I like to talk about my family), limit what is said to appropriate public knowledge—don’t gossip.
Centering conversations around the Lord really helps keep conversation pure.


For if I’m ever in “a relationship”

[]Absolute commitment before any level of romantic involvement.

[]No physical contact or being alone together before the wedding.

[]Whatever else my parents decide.

Things to Discuss

[]Salvation-basis and daily living out [things from the Basic Seminar]
    []Doctrinal issues
    []Faith 
    []Testimony   
    []Basic principles, testimonies and current     applications
[]Marriage--its permanence and being a God-designed    relationship to illustrate Christ’s relationship with the   church and God’s                   
 relationship with Israel
    []Dating vs. Courtship and/or Betrothal (perhaps this    should be predetermined)
    []Issue addressed in medical bulletin about lust    damaging God’s design for childbirth
    []6 Purposes of Marriage (I guess I need to go to the    Advanced Seminar to find out what those are)
    []Roles of men and women as husbands and wives
[]Proper order of priorities
    []Life purpose, goal, calling, work, and message
    []Putting God first in all things
[]Family--commitments to be there for them
    []Wisdom Search/Devotions  
    []Home Atmosphere
    []Socialization       
   []Pets/Animals
    []Prayer     
    []Family Harmony
[]Children--caring for and raising them
    []Child Training--from day one through the     formative years, as well as what to do with young      adults      
    []Education     
    []Amount of travel time permissible 
    without the family
    []Training in Work Ethic
[]Family Traditions and other “Important” Things
    []Holiday and birthday traditions  
    []Family heritage--godly or ungodly
[]Entertainment--focus and wholesome content
    []Movies     []Music     []Books              []Dancing     []TV      []Hobbies
    []Sports      []Games  []Computers     []Pornography--define it
[]“Important” Issues
    []Music--Striving for Excellence
    []Dress--determining modesty
    []Finances--Financial Freedom Seminar
    []Skills and Talents and how using them for the Lord
[]Miscellaneous
    []Eating and Drinking Preferences and Habits     [Addictions]--alcohol, coffee, soda
    []Type of church--denominations and requirements
    []Medical Care--health care vs. sick care
    []Personal character deficiencies [ooooh! :-(]
    []Seat belts and speed limits
[]“Fun”
    []Personal Pet Peeves    
    []Birth Order Tendencies   
    []How to be Polite
    []Spiritual Gift    
    []Funny Stories
    []Personality 
    []Secrets    
    []Observations
    []Siblings     
    []Confessions, actually necessary, in my opinion

Journal Entries:

        A whole tumult of emotion from the past couple weeks...a cumulative effect, leaving grief.  Is it all a facade?  Do people try to act godly and mature just to impress?  Perhaps, though I attempt to be as real as possible with others,  I can’t assume that others will do the same.
        Lord, what’s up?  Why would someone go through the trouble of trying to appear godly if they aren’t really mature?
        The emotions stirred within me last week are hard to describe.  Being able to minister with my family was SO exciting, a part of my vision for our family fulfilled.  Other things [like sugar, maybe], too, had my adrenalin rushing for some reason.  I woke up yesterday [Sunday morning] with a pulse of 112 and had trouble getting to sleep last night [Sunday night]. 
        After Mrs. Looney’s class tonight, I asked my mom why Mrs. Looney talks so much about how to attract godly guys.  I don’t want to distract them, certainly!  My mom said Mrs. Looney doesn’t really mean it that way and that she really intends to steer us in the direction of evaluating our own lives.  I work on that all the time.  Let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.
Mrs. Looney just really wants us to be godly women.  Mom says godly women won’t be a distraction to godly men, but that God will bring the right ones together in His time.
        Mom cautioned me to be really watching the fruit in guys, aware of signs of hypocrisy.  I asked if that wouldn’t be judgmental and she essentially said no.  But what fruit do I seek to find?  I mean, plenty of guys (I’m not looking for one) have proof of salvation, but I can’t help wondering if it’s possible that “growth” is an act.  Oh, God!  What do I do?  
        Why do I feel such a sadness?  Why is hypocrisy so rampant?  Why can’t people always be the real thing?  I’m so grateful that I have my parents to protect me.
        It would be so disappointing to find out too late that someone was what they seemed to be in the first place, that no real growth had happened, that their apparent maturity was just pretend.  Not good; very sad.  What do I do?  I hate disillusionment, so I tend to assume the worst about people before I get to know them.
        Lord, I want to live for You, to not be distracted by anything else.  I want my whole focus to be on Who You are and what You’ve done for me.
        I know we’re supposed to focus on being  godly girls, but I don¹t think it out of order to list some of the traits I desire in a godly man.

1. His primary desire must be to glorify the Lord.
2. His goal in life must be to win souls.
3. He must be engaged in fulfilling his specific life calling.
4. He must have some type of avocation to support ministry and a family, preferably in practical areas.
5. He must be growing in the Lord and encourage others as he¹s a living testimony of God¹s faithfulness and goodness.

In other words, he has to be a growing Christian seeking to glorify the Lord.  Maybe it doesn’t sound practical, but it’s God’s Word.  I’ve got the references!

        So, if I see a guy...like, say, observe him from a distance...I’d be looking for the soul winning fruit.  God, is that right?  And how do I tell if the guy¹s faking some things?  I mean, what if he has the background...like being born of blood or something like that?

RHEMA--
Psalm 18:19  He delivered me because He delighted in me.  
God delights in me.  What a glorious thought!  I don’t need a husband to satisfy that longing!  God fulfills the desire He put in my heart for Him.

        I used to be really cautious around guys.  I changed [not totally] because I wasn’t sure quietness was right, but maybe I need to return to where I was with the matter of socialization before moving.


NEXT DAY--


         One thing I’d like to see in a guy is him discipling young men whose lives have been positively impacted by his godly example.  Wherever he is, I Œd like to see him surrounded with boys who look up to him and I’d like to see parents of those boys giving a good report about this man.  I believe that is one of the fruits of godliness.  Not that a guy should seek someone to mentor or look for a boy to take on fun outings, but that sincere, Christian boys would feel him a dependable source of counsel in their Christian walk, that they would sense his understanding of their struggles and ability to share what God has taught him about how to deal with them.
        For my life, I would like to be constantly provoking all those around me unto love and good works.  My siblings are a group I especially desire to motivate, as well as any girls around me.  If guys are challenged to change by my life, may the change occur in their hearts, rather than only affecting their outward appearance.  I don’t just want to be impressed, nor do I want my parents to be impressed.  I want evidence of spiritual fruit.
        The world needs really godly men, ones who are really focused on soul winning.  Why can’t more men be that way?  Why can’t they see the need for dynamic souls winners?
        A guy has got to be willing to give up temporal pleasures for eternal treasure.  Our entertainment culture makes that so difficult.  People “need” excitement; they crave thrills experienced by going on dangerous rides or by seeing scary movies.  Some of these things, in and of themselves, are not evil. In fact, Christians may be able to partake of them with all purity.  My concern is with the way people feed their flesh constantly with this stuff. It’s not a one-time thing, but an addiction created, a diet or lifestyle begun.
        Nor can I consider myself above them for not desiring these things...I¹m just scared, I guess.
        I believe that struggles I’ve had over the past few years have been used by God to keep me humble and praying, dependent upon Him for all grace, wisdom, discernment, and discretion.  I¹m praying for God’s help.   Like a friend of mine talks about, maybe running is a really good thing.  The Bible does say for us to “flee youthful lusts.” 


One Reason I Have Objected to Going to College (for now)


   One of the reasons I object to college is what I see even in the pictures.  Many of the young people shown in view books and catalogs look as if they are distracted by the things of the world.  Nearly every college blatantly advertises marvelous potential for one  of the biggest distractions from serving the Lord single mindedly: romantic relationships, kept “Christian,” of course (though not according to God’s time and will).  I’m not talking about those who are clearly heading towards marriage...though it would be harder to study properly when involved in that type of relationship.
   Now, I personally have no problem with not dating, even though “others are doing it.”  The risks are too great for me to desire it.  But it would be very discouraging to spend any length of time only with people who are obsessed or even slightly distracted with inappropriate relationships.  I’m supposed to pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart (see II Timothy 2:20-26).  My fear is that the constant battle waging all around me would tear down my defenses and bring me, unprotected, before the enemy, leading to discouragement or even defeat.  On that basis alone, going to college [to me] is not worth the risk...and that’s not even mentioning the  undesirable potential for ungodly professors and other  dangerous influences.  The Bible never teaches us to strengthen ourselves to handle temptation, but to resist the devil and flee temptation.
   If I am ever to marry, I pray that God will allow my betrothal, courtship, and marriage (in that order) to bring the greatest possible glory to Him.  I want it to be the best possible earthly picture of Christ’s relationship with the church.  I desire it to be a testimony of God’s love and faithfulness, proving that “No good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly” (Psalm 84:11).
   Only God’s grace will make it possible to observe all of things I mentioned, though.  From what I’ve seen, the powerful emotions involved in romantic relationships can be quite blinding to those who are in them.  I am very grateful to have my parents because I know that they are willing to wisely guide me through each of life’s events, including courtship and marriage if God brings that into my life.
   I know that a major key to making this all work is learning submission to authority now.  If I obey, God promises to bless.  Even in the Old Testament, God promises long life to those who honor their parents.  By His grace, I shall do so.
   I thank the Lord for all He has given me, especially salvation through His Son.


Dating, Courtship, and Betrothal
By Pamela Bucao

I have done my best (and would highly encourage those betrothal-minded to do the same) to be careful not to quarrel about (versus discuss) terminology.  In fact, Jonathan Lindvall has pointed people to 2 Timothy 2:14 which tells us not to “strive about words to no profit” (though he does make a clear distinction and defines terms very well).  I am comfortable with calling it whatever the person who is doing it calls it (depending on what they mean), but I have found the study of terms and their origins very instructive.  In fact, I have used “betrothal” and “courtship” interchangeably for some time, though I now see a great need to differentiate.  

I go mainly by descriptions, but those take a while.  Earlier, when I was thinking over things people said about courtship (which had begun to really bother me since I had taken it to mean something different when I first heard of it), I figured that I could just do a different kind of courtship.  At that point, I was sure that there must be a word to describe things concisely.  Mary, Joseph, and “betrothal” came to mind immediately and that was where I totally changed my mindset.  Until then, the only Scriptural support I remember hearing for courtship was that we should honor our parents, following the example of Isaac honoring his father in marrying Rebekah.  Logically speaking, they did not “court” the way most people mean it.

I think we would get a long way towards an understanding of betrothal in the church if we really encouraged people to relate all aspects of their lives to Scripture.  Society has effectively influenced our view of everything in our lives.  In truth, I suppose it may be that we are struggling with our sin nature and that the world around us does not help.  Being in the world and not of it is beginning to take on new dimensions!

The challenge of refraining from physical contact is just one of many things that are important to me, in keeping with I Corinthians 7:1.  A while ago, I wrote down my three “rules” for if I am ever “in a relationship.”

1. Irrevocable commitment to marriage (possibly even legal union, though there are negatives and positives to that) before any level of romantic involvement (really, before any pursuit of something beyond “friendly acquaintance”)

2. No physical contact or being alone together until the wedding (maintaining a very clear separation symbolic of our being not yet physically united with Christ)

3. Whatever else my parents say (
I tend to take for granted that this whole thing will have been directed by the parents after they have clearly discerned that it is God’s will—a son being committed to doing his father’s (or spiritual father’s) will, symbolic of Christ’s submission to His Heavenly Father; a daughter being given by her father according to I Corinthians 7:38, presented as a chaste virgin, espoused to one husband according to I Corinthians 11:2.  Obviously, there are situations where a father is not available to direct this and perhaps the mother would take that responsibility (as Naomi did for Ruth), or a spiritual father.  I believe it is possible, commendable, and vital for people to involve wise counselors in their pursuit of God’s will.


In my list of three things, I think it’s clear that I want to honor God’s design for keeping (or guarding) and guiding my heart according to Proverbs 4:23 and 23:19, to rightly illustrate the commitment Jesus Christ has made to return for us (His relationship with us is NOT experimental, different from many “exploratory” courtships), to flee youthful lusts and any potential for putting myself in a compromising situation, and to honor my parents.


Because the word courtship is not in the Bible and most definitions are not found there in a conceptual sense, I think it is important to consider 1) the historical origin of courtship, 2) the etymology of the term courtship, and 3) the modern-day, Christian definition(s) of courtship.  My dad has pointed out that to argue for something (such as betrothal), you have to argue against something (and in so doing, one must clearly define all the terms involved).


I found a description of the origin of “courtly love” in the 1998 Encarta Encyclopedia.  Though I had heard enough of the history of the term to know that it was not good, I was still somewhat dismayed at what I found.  Courtship originated in the Medieval Ages with the nobles.  At the time, marriages among higher-classed people were merely business contracts and not based on love, so people were desirous of “true love.”  A knight would seek to win a [married] lady’s (of same or higher rank than him) favor by heroic deeds and poems to her about his love.  After winning her heart (or favor), they would secretly consummate their passion in what the encyclopedia briefly defined as “sanctioned adultery.”


I learned the etymological meaning of the word courtship through an article by John W. Thompson (his writings can be found at www.patriarch.com).  He defined the “court” as a place where evidence is weighed (well, obviously, I guess) and “ship” as having to do with boundaries…hence, weighing evidence within boundaries.  In addition, he made it clear that those boundaries did not allow for romance at that point in the “relationship.”  I do not know why I did not think to look at the word that way, but I am glad someone else pointed it out.  That would be a very good use for courtship.


Our modern-day definitions vary so widely that people have said that it can be dating in disguise (what S.M. Davis apparently calls “dorting”) or a word used to describe what people really mean to be betrothal.  I certainly would hate to hear a couple use such a word in describing their relationship if they are not committed to betrothal (which is a covenant to marry). 


I am not concerned about the terms people use (though that is very important if they wish the nature of their relationship to be clear) so much as the concepts employed and the ideals to which they are committed.  People usually see a courtship as an experimental relationship in which two parties seriously consider marrying each other.  We could call it serious dating…it really does not matter to me.  Still, it is not committed.  That is what I see as the main defining point between betrothal and courtship (or dating); it is a matter of faithfulness, a concept much overlooked by those in the church today.  


I very simply define betrothal as a pledge to marry.  Troth, by etymology, means truth.  Betrothal is to “pledge by one’s truth” (also called faith).  The actual living out of this pledge is faithfulness to keep it.  In Scripture, a legal divorce was required to break it.  Christ’s relationship with the church is betrothal—we have an absolute certainty that our Lord and Savior WILL return for us to take us to the place He has prepared for us to be with Him (John 14:1-6).  It is possible for earthly couples to fulfill God’s design for marriage to illustrate this relationship by pledging to marry before cultivating a relationship or even choosing betrothal over traditional engagement when they are ready for that level of commitment.  Seriously, some people define it as marriage arranged by parents—that is true; however, I believe that doing things God’s way (regardless of what you call it or how you define it) requires a genuine desire to marry one of GOD’S choice, regardless of how He reveals that to you.


People usually cannot accept the idea of committing to marriage before becoming romantically involved because they feel a need to see for sure if something is God’s will.  Is it because they do not think God is faithful (lack of faith)?  I think that the “Right One” philosophy has been used too often to justify defrauding, which is clearly against God’s will, I Thessalonians 4:6.  In my view, God DOES have a right one, yet I also know that He will avenge those who defraud.  This problem really got my attention when I started hearing stories about couples that had sincerely pursued romance according to God’s design (as much as they could) and ended up not getting married.  It seemed that both parties in each relationship had been very serious about working towards marriage, but then one of them realized that they were making a mistake.  I was especially discouraged when I heard about a couple that I felt had done things right…but they did not get married.  Why were all these things happening and why did I have to be concerned about them?  Why were people not able to keep their commitments to being one-woman men or one-man women?  I sought the Lord for an answer.  


FAITHFULNESS: It is an untaught concept.  It is God’s way, His character, His will, individually and corporately.  God has really burdened me for the young people of today who society teaches that nothing means anything, that marriage is temporary, that romance is cheap.  There is an important aspect to following the leading of the Spirit and perhaps it is something we tend to overlook.  Ephesians 6 talks about the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.  It is clear that the Holy Spirit is to guide us into all truth as we read God’s Word.  A foundational knowledge of God’s will, even specifically, needs to come from His Word.  Though He may lead us individually to do different things, the principles remain the same.


I am starting to see how the betrothal perspective is really just the beginning of God’s view on marriage.  We need to learn faithfulness and practice it while single, during betrothal, and after the wedding, truly “till death do us part.”  Some Christian acquaintances of ours recently sold their house and went their separate ways.  “God,” I prayed, “how can I support marriage?”  What should we have done?  What can I do as a young person to support marriages, to honor them?  I am still praying about it, but I believe that my understanding will grow as I study (and my questions will increase, so I’ll study more).(

I have considered this matter about knowing God’s will on whom to marry.  Right now, it is not relevant because I am not getting married, but I do want to know before it is time to get into the decision-making process.  My dad gets the first (and final?) decision on when, whom, and if I marry (I Corinthians 7:38), with my consent, of course.  My dad wouldn’t force me into marriage anyway.

Therefore, if someone asks me about my terminology (which they probably won’t), my reply would be that I am “committed to being faithful.”  It sounds redundant, but I’ve thought about it and it seems wise to understand how to be faithful in the here and now, recognizing that as I am faithful in small things, God will entrust me with greater things…for His glory.  My goal in life is to live as Ephesians 1 says, “to the praise of the glory of His grace.”  How better to praise God for what He has done for me than by illustrating it in the way He designed?  May Christ be exalted in me!

[] Gen. 1:27-28

God created mankind in His image;

God created them male and female.

God commands:


>Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it.

>Rule over the fish of the ocean, the  birds of the heavens, and the animals that crawl on land.

[] Gen. 2:18

After making every kind of creature, God mentioned ONE THING that wasn’t good,

“It is not good that a man should be alone.  I will make a helper for him corresponding to him.”


>This is God’s original and clear design for people:

It is not good that a man should be alone.

Woman was created to correspond to her husband and assist him

Questions for the Ladies:

Was Eve ever single?

For whom was she created?

What role did Eve fulfill?

What responsibilities did Eve have?

Questions for the Guys:

For what purpose did God create Adam?

What responsibilities and warnings did God give Adam?

When was the command to be “fruitful and multiply and subdue the earth” given—before or after Adam had a wife?  When was Adam able to fulfill that?

What were Adam’s roles on earth in regards to his work and in his relationship with his wife?

Questions for Everyone:

Why can we accept Adam and Eve as God’s ideal couple?


God is holy and all His creation was “good.”  Could God have made anything less than perfect?  It is thought by some that Adam and Eve were the best of the human race and things have gone downhill from there as a result of sin (the latter is very clearly stated in Scripture, though the former also seems to be consistent with God’s character).  In the early days of Scripture, it was acceptable for close relatives to marry each other, but genetic flaws have progressed to such an extent that today it is very undesirable for near relatives to marry.  

Shouldn’t some people stay single?


Look at God’s design.  God had Adam single for a little while (it appears that Eve was made on the same day, though, so it wasn’t too long!).  How else to fulfill the command to be fruitful and multiply and subdue the earth?


Those in Scripture who didn’t marry are clear exceptions, though singles play a great role in Scriptural history and were very much used of God (the two that come to mind are Daniel and Paul).  Neither married people nor those single can use God’s Word to berate either state, since both are commended.  Still, God’s first comment in regard to Adam’s singleness was that it was “not good.”

How do we know if it is God’s will for us to be single or to be married?


Here you go: if you’re married, it’s God’s will for you to be married; if you’re single, it’s currently God’s will for you to be so (I Corinthians 7).  Christ’s example was to act in accord with the will of His Father, and brides throughout Scripture married according to the will of their fathers (and perhaps brothers or adoptive guardians, as in the case of Esther).

Who is the “Right One” and how do we tell if God brought them?


Guard against allowing any “popular” philosophies (Col. 2:8) to influence you to violate God’s clear commands.  The Holy Spirit was given us to guide us into all truth—the sword of the Spirit is the Word of God.  If you know the Word and are led of the Spirit in all that you do (keeping in mind that the Spirit will not lead you against the Word, but teach you the Word instead), you don’t need to worry about God’s will.  But if you study God’s will, you’ll come to Romans 12:1-2, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service.  And be not fashioned according to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, and ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (ASV).  This verse tells you to give your bodies as a living sacrifice and not to be conformed, but rather transformed by the renewing of your mind…that you may prove the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God.  These are the general guidelines for proving God’s will.


But how does one tell if God brought the person in question?  Seems to me that the whole deal was pretty clear to Adam.  In fact, I really can’t remember where in Scripture you’ve got precedent for guys just wondering how in the world to tell is a certain girl was the “Right One.”  Seems to me if it were such an important question to God, He would have provided a clear answer…as His Word clearly states, “no good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly” (Psalm 84:11b).


In the first earthly marriage, God caused Adam to fall into a deep sleep (I’d really appreciate it if God did that to more guys, so they’d quit paying attention to “prospects” and so forfeit their ability to focus on the Lord without distraction) while He did surgery and provided Adam with a helper corresponding to him.


Genesis 6:1-7 describes the state of the earth when God said that He was going to send a flood.  Verse 2 in the KJV says, “That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose.”  The flood came, Babel was built, the language of mankind was confused, and God chose Abraham.


The next marriage described, with apparent approval by God, was that of Isaac and Rebekah in Genesis 24.  In this case (which it is true is quite unusual), Isaac definitely did not do the choosing.  He trusted his father leaving it in the hands of the head servant who apparently was very desirous of finding God’s will on the woman his master’s son was to marry.  It is interesting that the determinant the servant requested of the Lord was one related to character.  The servant gave gifts, explained what he had observed in regards to God’s will to those authorized to give Rebekah, and was able to leave (Rebekah consented to this) as soon as his mission was accomplished.


Rebekah went not to “find out if this was indeed God’s will,” but in obedience to God’s will and the authority of her father and brother who had given her.  She had the travel time to prepare for the next event in her life, as did Isaac while he waited at home for his father’s servant to bring him a wife (he was 40).  When Rebekah arrived, he took her as his wife.  There was no complicated question of God’s will, but just a readily obedient response.


Isaac’s two sons, Jacob and Esau, are a different matter entirely.  Esau took foreign wives that were a grief to his parents, and then he took wives of the daughters of Ishmael in an effort to please his parents.  Isaac and Rebekah sent Jacob to their homeland to get a wife.  Jacob was attracted to Rachel and worked 7 years for her before getting Leah!  Then he took Rachel and worked another 7 years for her.  He was authorized by his parents in getting a wife and apparently authorized by Rachel’s father to work for her (the time was a true test of love).  But his father-in-law was treacherous.  Was there a better answer than the way he did things?  Does this recommend choosing by attraction?

Live Up to Your Ideals

Live up to your ideals, yield your expectations to the Lord, and watch what God does!  Accept people without lowering your standards.  My mom has exhorted me to focus more on BEING the "Right One" than on qualities the "Right One" for me must have (not to say she doesn't have high ideals for guys her daughters might marry).

The worst thing that could happen to picky people is that they'd never get married...Paul seemed to think that was better anyway, so I guess we wouldn't be losing out on a lot (well, maybe we would...I honestly wouldn't know).

I'm not perfect and no guy is, either, but there are some who really have hearts for the Lord...and some that don't.  Mediocrity is a common trap for Christian guys and girls; we want to be pressing on toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

There is a list I wrote when I was 12 years old (my dad had me do this for a school assignment--home school) and my mom thinks I should follow it. :) 

1. Good at math (for finances)

2. Good at making foods that I can't

3. Eager to have lots of kids

4. Patient with children

5. Loving to his family and mine

[Not the mushy kind]

6. Polite to all

7. A Christian in active fellowship (a practicing Christian)

For good measure, I added to my dad's assignment that day and described the ideal wife:

1. A good cook

2. Keeps house neat and clean

3. Submits to husband's authority

4. Is very modest (in clothing and speech)

5. Polite and loving, esp. to husband's family

6. Readily entering into a covenant rather than [just] a contract

7. Flexible to husband's wishes

Please consider Amos 3:3, "Can two walk together, except they be agreed?"  This is a good question to ask.  If one of God's purposes for marriage is spiritual fruitfulness as He cultivates His character in you and allows you to minister to others, then it seems that it would be important to be "like-minded."  I am talking about having similar convictions, not [necessarily] similar preferences.

For instance, my mom likes her toast well-browned, while my dad prefers a more microwaved version--no problem there, but if they disagreed on how many children to have, it could pose some problems, especially if one of them had strong convictions.  You can work through things that you discover after marriage, but some things are best discussed before the decision to marry. 

So, girls, I'm with you.  No guys in sight.  There are times that I thank the Lord that He hasn't revealed the "Right One" to me yet--what if he's one of those really immature guys who's going to change a lot in the next few years?  We'll see what happens...now let's work on cultivating the character and skills of the ideal wife! :p 

God bless everyone as they pursue His best!

On Submission and Gender Roles

Should Men Have a Right to Dictate What a Woman Does and Does Not Do?


*This is especially in regards to education.

This issue has more than one side to it.  On the one hand, women need to submit to their husbands as to the Lord.  On the other hand, men need to love their wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for it.  The real question: how does a woman appropriately fulfill her role when her husband is not fulfilling his?  

I Peter 3

 1.  Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives;

NOTE: This is in reference to unsaved husbands or possibly to saved ones who are walking in disobedience.

[] word=logos

~You are to be the Bible your husband reads when he is not in the Word himself, or even if he is not saved.

[] conversation=behavior or conduct

[] subjection=to subordinate; reflexively, to obey: be under obedience (obedient), put under, subdue unto, (be, make) subject (to, unto), be (put) in subjection (to, under), submit self unto.

 2.  While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear.

[] chaste=properly, clean, i.e. (figuratively) innocent, modest, perfect: chaste, clean, pure.

[] fear=from a primary phebomai (to be put in fear); alarm or fright: 

be afraid, + exceedingly, fear, terror.

>>>I cross-referenced the Greek word for fear, and found that the context implies real fear, even terror, the same reverential awe we have for the Lord.  See Ephesians 5:22

 3.  Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel;

 4.  But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.

[] hidden=concealed, i.e. private: hid(-den), inward[-ly], secret.

>>>"Not corruptable" is regarding the spirit, the eternal part of your being.

[] meek=mild, i.e. (by implication) humble

[] quiet=properly, keeping one's seat (sedentary), i.e. (by implication) still (undisturbed, undisturbing): peaceable, quiet.

[] great price=extremely expensive: costly, very precious, of great price.  [LADIES, THIS IS WHAT GOD THINKS IS PRECIOUS.]

 5.  For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands:

 6.  Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement.

[] lord=from kuros (supremacy); supreme in authority, i.e. (as noun) controller; by implication, Mr. (as a respectful title): God, Lord, master, Sir.

[] -not- afraid=fob-eh'-o; to frighten, i.e. (passively) to be alarmed; by analogy, to be in awe of, i.e. revere: be (+ sore) afraid, fear (exceedingly), reverence.

[] -no- amazement=alarm: amazement.

>>>At first glance, this appears to be a contradiction to verse two (which speaks of fear); however, the difference may be that the appropriate fear is respect of his office or position, while the wrong type of fear would be of his personality.  In other words, the fear you have of your husband should be a result of seeing God's divine hand working through him, which means that you will NOT be afraid of him—because God is your Protector.

<<<This verse is for the guys!>>>

 7.  Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.

[] knowledge=knowing (the act), i.e. (by implication) knowledge: knowledge, science.

[] honor=a value, i.e. money paid, or (concretely and collectively) valuables; by analogy, esteem (especially of the highest degree), or the dignity itself: honour, precious, price, some.

[] weaker=strengthless (in various applications, literal, figurative and moral): more feeble, impotent, sick, without strength, weak(-er, -ness, thing).

>>>Please, girls, this is the actual meaning of the word, so do not be upset with me for including it here.

[] vessel=a vessel, implement, equipment or apparatus (literally or figuratively [specifically, a wife as contributing to the usefulness of the husband]): goods, sail, stuff, vessel.

[] heirs together=a co-heir, i.e. (by analogy) participant in common: 

fellow (joint)-heir, heir together, heir with.

[] grace=graciousness (as gratifying), of manner or act (abstract or concrete; literal, figurative or spiritual; especially the divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the life; including gratitude): acceptable, benefit, favour, gift, grace(- ious), joy, liberality, pleasure, thank(-s, -worthy).

[] life=life (literally or figuratively): life(-time). Compare GSN5590.

[] hinder=to exscind; figuratively, to frustrate: cut down (off, out), hew down, hinder.

[] prayers=prayer (worship); by implication, an oratory (chapel): X pray earnestly, prayer.

>>>Especially notice that last phrase, "that your prayers be not hindered."  Is there something significant here?  James 5:16, "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much."  For all the negative responses this description may often get, it appears to me that Scripture clearly teaches the equality of the genders, yet that the roles are very different.

Back to the original question, Should a man be able to dictate the actions and pursuits of a woman?  Guys, you can counsel among each other about this—you have an important role, but not one I can dictate to you.  For the women, where do they fit into this grand scheme of things?  When we are actually in the middle of a situation, it is very difficult to see beyond it to what is actually at stake.  We must try, though!

1. Why did God create us?  He designed us to worship Him!

2. What are we here to do?  God put us on the face of this earth to worship and glorify the Lord, and to lead others to the Lord.

3. For whom has God given us a particular burden (this should start with those immediately around us)?  God may have called you to the mission field or a particular group of people, or God may have simply put you in a place where you are a missionary to those around you.

4. Are we fulfilling our God-given callings?

THE PASSAGE THAT DESCRIBES OUR CALLINGS:

II Peter 1:1-9

 1.  Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:

 2.  Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

 3.  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

 4.  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

 5.  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

 6.  And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

 7.  And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

 8.  For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

 9.  But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

We must remember these specific callings.

· Faith—salvation 

· Virtue—separation from evil 

· Knowledge—of God's Word and ways

· Temperance (Self-Control)—instantly responding to the promptings of God's Spirit

· Patience (Perseverance)—enduring trials, which brings great rewards

· Godliness—humility that comes as we turn to the Lord in our trials

· Brotherly Kindness—insight God gives us to see deeper needs in the lives of others, then to meet them

· Charity (Love)—“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends."  John 15:13

Those are our callings.  Where do the issues of education and clarifying gender roles fit into all of this?  Certainly, their priority is somewhat lower.  I have yet to do an in-depth study of God's Word in regards to education.  However, I think the real issue, no matter what, is that our hearts be submitted to the Lord's will, regardless of the circumstances around us, regardless of the cost.  Even as I write this, I realize that I am not here on this earth so that I can have my own way.  The desire to be my own boss is the foundation of iniquity, trying to fit God into what I want Him to do or reason that He should do.  I suspect that if we each were in a position of complete submission to the Lord, the question of submission to earthly authorities would be much simpler.  Either way, even an earthly government cannot legislate against Galatians 5:22-23, " But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law."

I am not married, and therefore do not have the experience to share on precisely how this works.  I know this does not sound very conclusive, but it is the best I have to offer at this point.

Pamela Bucao

reasonableserviceofworship@yahoo.com
Memorizing Scripture Together

I was thinking about if I am able in my potential “Home for unwed Mothers” to help set some betrothal guidelines and it occurred to me that these might be useful to any betrothed couple.  First, I thought about how girls who no longer are virgins feel very strange about “the wedding night” (well, widows aren’t virgins, so that really shouldn’t be of primary concern).  Still, even if they have violated God’s laws about physical intimacy, purity can be rebuilt before marriage.  According to Ephesians 5:26, husbands are to cleans and sanctify their wives with the washing of water by the Word, as Christ cleanses His bride (The Church).  One way is for guys to memorize and meditate on Scripture, recognizing that their moral condition affects a wife’s felling pure or dirty (unclean).  Based on this and the need to build spiritual intimacy in the relationship, I would recommend that they memorize Scripture—agreed upon passages—and meditate on it day and night.  As they learn the things God has for them, they can share with each other what God is teaching them when they see each other.  Depending on the length of the betrothal period, they could potentially study many passages.  Ultimately, I would ask them to choose a specific verse or passage and together write a booklet to present the truth to which the Holy Spirit has led them.  I would also want them to find specific activities relating to each of the basic principles.  Success is already covered, but they can look at it again.  Maybe authorities could set specific standards related to each of those principles, but also ask the couple to determine their own projects and applications.  For now, those are all my good ideas.  I haven’t thought about it much.

Sharing These Concepts with Others

What good does it do to add my incoherent ramblings to the host of other material on this particular subject?  Is this a profitable use of my time?  Can I offer such an excellent summation of what the Bible has to say that no one would be able to argue with me?  Is it even possible to present something with which no one can or would argue?  I fear that it is not realistic to envision such a thing, that it is an entirely vain hope, yet I continue to wish that I could do so!  I do not know why it is so important to me to “have my say” on this subject, except that I see destruction in the lives of those around me because of failed romantic relationships…or perhaps those failures reflected something deeper.  Yet, what was that thing?  What caused the problem?  Moreover, who am I, unmarried person that I am, to try to offer my probably useless counsel?  

Job had one friend whose counsel actually sounded similar to God’s, yet I read of no condoning or condemning of the counsel that he gave.  I often wonder what God thought of the counsel Job’s fourth and youngest friend gave.  It sounded Scriptural, yet perhaps the problem—if there was one—was that it was not the place of this young man to give such counsel.  After all, Job did not respond correctly until God said the very things the young man had already shared.  Are older people just not willing to listen to the younger ones?  If people will not listen, it would be profitless to voice my opinion or share my [poor] advice.  

What am I to do?  There are passages of Scripture that clearly address my situation.  I Timothy 5:1-2, “Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as a father; and the younger men as brethren; The elder women as mothers; the younger as sisters, with all purity.”  I Timothy 4:12, “Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.”  These Scriptures are quite interesting.  Indeed, it does not sound as if it is my place to “preach” to those older than I am, nor even to those my own age (after all, how much good does it do to preach to one’s siblings?).  Perhaps I should examine these passages further.

I Timothy 5:1 contains an interesting word, “intreat.”  What is the meaning behind such a word?  It is obviously in contrast to a rebuke, something that would be quite disrespectful when tended towards an elder.  “Intreat,” the Greek word for which is “parakaleo,” means the same thing as was descriptive of the Holy Spirit’s role, to exhort (in a manner of coming alongside someone to help him).  Rather than rebuking, to chastise or upbraid with words, I am to exhort those who are older than I am.  If those I address are closer in age to my parents, I am to respectfully submit my entreaties to them—in the same way I would appeal to my parents.  If those to whom I speak are closer to my age, I should treat them as I would my siblings (remembering that siblings do not especially appreciate unsolicited advice).  From this, I draw two conclusions: 1) my exhortation is more acceptable to hearers if it comes in the form of questions, and 2) advice to those my age is better without words.  These are, indeed, interesting considerations.  I must consider how I might apply this understanding.

I Timothy 4:12 sheds more light on the subject at hand, showing me exactly how to influence those who would not be receptive to my message because of my youth.  There is a direct injunction, “Let no man despise thy youth.”  Apparently, this lack of receptivity because of my youth is something I either allow or do not allow.  It is up to me whether my age is a factor in people’s responses to me.  Proceeding to the rest of the verse, we find a conjunction—indicating that there is an alternative to “letting” anyone despise my youth, “but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity” [emphasis added].  Before addressing each of these topics in regards to the meanings of the Greek words and how to apply this, I will frankly state that setting an example seems to be a rather difficult undertaking, especially when I often wonder if anyone notices.  In the area of romance, it is hard to “set an example” that people can see for my idealistic perspective of an appropriate progression…when I am not in such a relationship.  Setting such an example is a rather daunting task!

Let us take the words one by one, though.  First, we have that word, “example.”  This word has to do with being a model or pattern, particularly a model for imitation.  Apparently, people are watching and will judge me by my example more than by my age.  This is encouraging to know!  Even though I am young, people will value what I say as much as they see consistency in the way I live.

“Believers” is an interesting term, very similar to the word later used for “faith.”  It talks about those who are faithful or trusting.  I am to be an example of the faithful.

I must set an example in several areas.  The first area mentioned (interestingly enough!) is word.  This clearly indicates my need to carefully evaluate all my communication.  The whole book of James (in the Bible) talks about the importance of bridling the tongue.  In I Peter 3, Peter urges women with husbands who do not walk according to the Word to win their husbands by living the Word, rather than speaking it.  Colossians 4:6 is another verse on the use of words, “Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.”  The things we say most clearly reveal our thoughts.  We must let the Holy Spirit guide us in all the words we speak.  

The next area is our conduct (referred to in the King James Version as “conversation”).  This is simply our behavior, how we act.  We find this same Greek word in Galatians 1:13, but translated as a “way of life.”  Love follows, the Greek word being agape.  This love is unconditional, committed to even laying one’s life down for that which one loves.  Faith, fidelity, and trust in God for salvation, follow love in the list of areas.  Purity concludes the list, defined as “chastity.”  Obviously, these areas encompass many things, but I seek to apply them to one specific area: setting an example of godly romance.

Before continuing on this verse, I feel it is necessary to give a somewhat brief description of exactly what I desire to convey, which relates to principles rather than legalistic rules.  I would like people to see the importance of following God’s context for relationships—authorization of levels of intimacy by corresponding levels of commitment.  I will give more detail later.  I would like them to wisely pursue purity, rather than try to demonstrate how “strong” they are.  I would also like them to understand the harmful nature of relationships that end in defrauding.  There is certainly more to it than this, but these things are the basic ideas I would like to communicate.

Coming back to the question, how do I set an example in the area of relationships without actually being in a relationship?  Answers do not immediately occur to me.  This is very difficult, yet it must be possible if the Lord desires it.  The applications that come to mind from I Timothy 4:12 seem insignificant and ineffective.  Still, I will list them.  

Words
We communicate much about our perspective on life by the jokes we tell and the teasing we give.  Many people engage in what they perceive as “harmless” flirting.  Is this a more serious matter than it might appear to be at first?  If I correctly apply Colossians 4:6, I can motivate people to do what is right by the encouraging words I speak to them.  Again, the best approach in this particular area may be to ask questions, even general questions, just to get people thinking.

Conduct

Am I a flirt?  Am I rude?  I need to make right actions look attractive, yet in a positive, profitable sense.  I can set an appropriate example of how not to attract undesirable attention.  My actions in all other areas of my life must also be consistent with my Christian walk.

Love

What is the true meaning of love, and how can I communicate that to those around me?  One immediate thought is that I can point out true love when I see it, encouraging people for the positive, rather than focusing on the negative.  I can also live it in the way I respond to those around me, especially my family (because my family sees me at my worst).

Faith

Am I faithful to my future (potential) spouse?  Am I faithful to the Lord in each area of my life?  How do I show faithfulness to a future spouse without knowing who he is?  One “rule” that I try to follow is to not interact with any man in a manner that would be unacceptable if I were married and my husband was standing right there.  In truth, I know that this standard varies from person to person, but for me, it means no intimate, overly personal conversation.

Another question relates well to this area: am I living as if I believe God is sovereign, or am I attempting to do things on my own because I do not think the Lord will fulfill His promises?  In other words, do I base my actions on faith and obedience to God’s Word, or do I base them on fear that God cannot really control what will happen in my future?  More specifically, do people see my trying to make things happen rather than faithfully serving my family as God has currently called me to do?

Purity

Yes, this is the big area.  How do I demonstrate purity in a society that does not even encourage gender distinctions, in a country where immorality is the norm?  It almost seems as if even low standards would appear high compared to no standards.  However, I feel it is important to focus on purity of heart, which leads to pure actions.  My commitments of the heart actively influence several areas of my life.  I see a need to dress, talk, and act in a pure way.

Analysis of These Areas

It is possible for my to be a hypocrite, to wrongly focus on outwardly conforming to what some Christians see as wise.  I could choose, by will power, to avoid use of inappropriate language (around some people), and to conduct myself according to “church” protocol.  I can learn about love academically, and try to show it as best I can at times when I so desire.  I can talk about how important it is to trust God even in the littlest areas of life.  Yet, as the saying is, character is what is there when no one but God is watching.  What is in my heart?  I must constantly ask these questions if I would testify to the world of the true change God brings to the lives of those submitted to Him.

My walk talks louder than my talk talks!  I may attempt to share with others by words, yet only the Holy Spirit can work in hearts, and what I say to each person must be clearly according to the leading of the Spirit so that I do not present anything other than what is best for the need of the moment.  I Timothy 4:2, “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”  I need to be ready to give whatever words a person needs at the very time he (or she) needs it.  I will only be able to do this by God’s great grace!

09/01/2001

I think it almost goes without saying that you will hardly find the “perfect situation” to apply all these principles.  Let’s face it—we live in a fallen world.  All of us face less than perfect circumstances.  However, we have the guidance of the Holy Spirit to lead us on to God’s best and His will for our lives.  The goal here, contrary to what some believe, is partly to focus on purity, but in a broader sense, to strengthen marriages.  My idea is to strengthen them before they start—with a good foundation.  Is there any better way to lay a foundation than through faithfulness and purity?  My goal here isn’t to convince someone that they should date, court, apply archaic and abusive arranged marriages, or anything else.  Rather, I desire to help people look to the real goal of pleasing the Lord Jesus Christ in how to live each day, serving the Lord to the fullest extent possible, recognizing that our success should be measured in God’s approval, not earthly success.  It is true that I have some biases in specific directions, one being that I don’t see the productivity of casual dating.  However, I do not condemn people for pursuing romance; I only must ask, for myself, where and when it is profitable to pursue a romantic relationship.  Only the Lord can specifically lead people in this area, for no human can have fully knowledge of the circumstances surrounding his situation.  We must first trust Him, following His lead each step of the way.  Then, we will have a foundation of full surrender to the Lord.  We can focus on seeking first God’s Kingdom and His righteousness…and all these things will be added unto us.  The Lord blesses those who follow Him and seek Him.  We need to trust that, realizing that marriage or not, it is for God’s glory…and that should be our ultimate goal.

Now, there are several questions to address, one being how to find contentment as a single person (or, for that matter, as a married person).  Many complain of their marital status, claiming something that leads to the well-known statement that “the grass is always greener on the other side.”  While I cannot attest to personal experience in the area of marriage, I assure you that I can demonstrate how that should not be so, using Scripture and practical examples.  A person who would rather be married, even in consideration of the associated responsibilities and character training intensity, well…I don’t know why.  Anyway, we shall see how God leads me in writing all of this.  I believe my perspective has mellowed over the years, especially in the past several months.  For one thing, I have been able to yield the subject to the Lord, to where it is no longer an obsession, but I do have a desire to openly prove the validity of the view I hold.  Even if I cannot convince others, I wish to show myself that this can be done.  I must do it if I am to remain faithful in this area.

Now, many people do wonder about the practical ramifications of this commitment to “not dating.”  While this is a valid question, leading into the more practical area of “how do you turn down dates?”  Good question…that I cannot answer, because I’ve never had to do it.  I don’t know if it is because I’m ugly, or simply because I am so anti-flirting that I actually appear to be quite hostile to men, but I have never had to deal with this question.  For any who have ideas on the subject, I would welcome your input.

There is, however, more to the story.  Many people somehow get the idea that, if they don’t date, God owes them a spouse. This is contrary to Scripture in every sense.  First of all, it is true that a prudent wife is from the Lord; however, God does not ever promise that He will give wives to all men or husbands to all women.  While the unmarried for life will be exceptions, it is possible that the dating you avoid is for the simple purpose of keeping yourself wholly for the Lord, not wholly for a man.  This is still worthwhile.  Many have asked why a girl wouldn’t date or would refrain from physical contact with a guy…especially if she is sure that the guy she will marry is dating around, kissing many girls, and so forth.  First of all, no girl can know that.  While it is not likely because of sheer statistics, it is still within the realm of possibility that a girl could marry a literally “virgin” guy—in his heart and body.  Because of this, doing it on the basis of the likelihood of what your future spouse is doing is unwise and ungrateful.  However, that is not the full extent of the picture.  The truth of the matter is that you are not just saving yourself for your spouse, but are instead focusing on purity for the Lord.  Even if you weren’t a virgin, when the Lord leads you to the path of purity, you must follow. It is not a matter of what someone else will be doing, as his sins can be forgiven.  It is a current choice you make, consciously and every day.  The involvement in premature romantic relationships is not only unproductive, but also harmful to the people in them.  You cannot escape from wrong relationships without scars.  Even if you seek and find forgiveness, the scars will remain…for the rest of your life. If you can avoid them, it is wise to do so. If ignorance prevents you or has done so, you now have the chance to change that.

