Jews for Jesus: A Brief Primer
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What is Jews for Jesus?

The Claim:

Jews for Jesus is an organization that claims to be Jewish, made up of Jews who have accepted Jesus as a god and a messiah.  They claim that one can be Jewish and believe in Jesus.  In reality, it is a Christian organization, created and funded by Christians.

The Leaders:


Jews for Jesus was founded in 1969 by the Revered Mort “Moishe” Rosen.  According to Jews for Jesus’ own web-site, Reverend Rosen was ordained as a Baptist minister in 1957, the same year that he graduated from a Christian college, the Northeast Bible College.  Reverend Rosen is also a graduate of the Western Conservative Baptist Seminary.  He has served as a trustee of this Baptist seminary and has sat on the board of directors of Christian Advocates Serving Evangelism.  Further, he is an active member of the First Baptist Church in San Francisco. 

 Reverend Rosen has recently retired from Jews for Jesus, turning over the reigns of the organization to the Reverend David Brickner.  Reverend Brickner is also a Baptist minister, ordained by the Baptist General Conference.  He is a graduate of the Fuller School of World Missions, a school that is committed to producing missionaries to convert the world to Christianity.  These two ministers have an old connection; Reverend Brickner’s father had previously worked with Reverend Rosen in efforts to convert Jews to Christianity.

Affiliations:


The following is just a sample of Christian organizations that Jews for Jesus belongs to: 

       The World Evangelical Alliance

                   Canadian Council for Christian Charities

                   National Association of Evangelicals

                   Association of Christian Camps and Conferences

                   The Internet Evangelism Coalition

                   Evangelical Alliance of Great Britain

                   Evangelical Alliance of South Africa

The Beliefs:


Jews for Jesus is a Christian organization in the purest sense.  Their beliefs are identical to any typical evangelical Christian group.  This includes beliefs in the Holy Trinity, Virginal Birth, and the Second Coming, all cornerstones of Christian theology.  None of these ideas have ever existed in Judaism.

The Funding:


Jews for Jesus states on their web-site that they rely on Christians to fund their organization.   Missionaries raise money to support themselves, and many Christian churches openly state that they help fund Jews for Jesus.  Similarly, Jews for Jesus actively recruits Christians to work in its ministry.

The Target Audience:


The Jews for Jesus web-site is quite clear as to their targets.  They are primarily looking for Jews who are unaffiliated or in some way disconnected from Judaism.  They are generally not looking for educated, affiliated Jews, likely because they know that they have little chance at converting them.

The Method:


Jews for Jesus is very methodical in their attempts to convert Jews to Christian beliefs, though never admitting that they are Christian.  They use three main techniques:

1. Taking Biblical verses out of context

2. Mistranslating Biblical verses from the original Hebrew

3. Changing the meaning of Biblical verses

Resources:


The following are a list of resources that review the claims of Jews for Jesus and similar organizations, and demonstrates their clear lies and deceptions:

www.outreachjudaism.org/questions.html
www.jewsforjudaism.org
www.messiahtruth.com 

www.whatjewsbelieve.org
www.torahatlanta.com
For more on the history and composition of Jews for Jesus, please go to: www.geocities.com/realjewsforjesus
