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Daily Reflections on The Purpose Driven Life


Daily Reflections of The Purpose Driven Life

TPDL – Introduction

My wife and I have just completed The Purpose-Driven Life by Rick Warren. I am planning to use this web site to post my daily reflections from the experience that we are going through. Please realize that I am expressing what God is saying to me about my life. Hopefully, there will be something that you can take away from the lessons that I am learning. However, this should not be taken as a road map for your personal journey.

My goal of this journal is for you to be able to use something that God is telling me about my life. It is not to promote The Purpose-Driven Life book. God is the only one who can reveal his purpose for your life. This book should be used as a tool to help with God’s revelations for your life.

Come share in the journey.
- posted by Richard @ 2/16/2004

TPDL Day #1 – What on Earth am I Here For?

We need to get out of the thinking of American culture, which tells us that if we search deep enough in ourselves we can find the answers to all of our struggles. Their answer is to set goals and take the necessary steps to achieve them.

The problem with our culture’s mentality is illustrated in the first sentence of this lesson, “It’s not about us.”

We need to take the "I" out of our search for meaning. “What do I want?” “What are my goals?” “What can I do to achieve my goals?”

When I started my career at age 21, I set goals to reach by the time that I was 30. I had to then re-evaluate these goals when I was 27 because I had well exceeded the originals. I was doing what the secular world was teaching and had become successful by its standards. However, I did not really have a true purpose in mind other than achieving the goals set before me. I believe now that even with my sights not set on the Lord, God's grace allowed for me to exceed the goals that I had created. I also believe that he allowed for the loss of my recent job to occur so that I would feel the longing for something more.

We should not just speculate on what is the purpose of our life. We need to turn to ask our creator, “What is our purpose?” Only then can we receive the revelation from God on what is His purpose.

When you have a friend, how do you know what is going on in each other’s lives? You have to communicate! The only way you are going to learn God's purpose in your life is to talk with him and focus on what He has to say. In order to remind myself that life is really about living for God, not myself, I will need to talk with Him and focus on His scriptures daily. I also need to ask the questions of Him, “What is my purpose?” and “Am I following your path?”

Shortly after losing my job I realized that I could not just ask the question of myself, “What do I want out of my career now?” I had to ask God, “What is it that you want for my career now?”

God had a plan in loss of my job. Since God has the plan, there is no point in asking anyone other than him, “Why?” Before I can find another job, I need to know God’s purpose for my life. 

I also need to focus my prayers on what the purpose is for my family and not just myself.
- posted by Richard @ 2/17/2004

TPDL Day #2 – You Are Not an Accident

I am not an accident. I am alive because God wanted to create me. For this reason, he has a plan (purpose) for my life. Included in this plan, God has provided the means of fulfillment. There are so many times in our lives when we know the destination but not the route to take. Why do you think map web sites generate some of the most traffic on the Internet? We may not always be privy to God’s map for our life, but he does have one.

Nothing in your life is arbitrary. I do not believe that anything happens out of coincidence. If you choose not to remove obstacles that block you from being open to God's purpose, He will remove them! There are too many things that have happened in my life recently to say that they just arbitrarily happened. These events are all a part of getting me ready to receive the blessing that God has in store for my life.

Knowing that God uniquely created me, what areas of my personality, background, and physical appearance am I struggling to accept? I am struggling with the fact that I am a Christian that has not always lived a life for Christ. I have not been focused on doing what would glorify the Lord. I need to get my walk with the Lord right and change my focus away from "me" before I can ask for the acceptance of others and take a leadership role in their lives.
- posted by Richard @ 2/18/2004

TPDL Day #3 – What Drives Your Life?


2 Timothy 1:7 – God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline.

God’s purpose is what should drive our lives. For too long, the need for success, wealth (possessions) and pleasure drove the decisions in my life. I now realize they cannot compensate for not knowing God’s purpose in my life. 

I find this lesson filled with both hope and warnings. Hope that if I allow God’s purpose to drive my life it will have meaning, be simplified, have focus, provide motivation and prepare me for eternity. Warnings of the impossibility of trying to do everything that people want from you. A warning of not understanding what God wants, that would cause the inability to focus.

It excites me to realize the impact that God could make through my life with a focused purpose. The purpose will give me the passion and determination to complete the job. It is not about the recognition.

What did you do with my Son, Jesus Christ? I have accepted him as my Lord and Savior. 

What did you do with what I gave you? I have only recently begun to understand the responsibility we have as Christians. We are here to fulfill God's purpose on Earth, not the other way around.

This lesson spoke to me about the power of focusing on God’s purpose for our life. It does not end there, once our purpose has been understood we must act on it. We must then not linger on the purpose. We must change our focus to accomplishing God’s purpose for our life. 

For too long I have allowed the wrong factors drive my decisions in life. I am making a stand today to focus on the drive for God’s purpose in my life. All of my decisions will be made through the filter of God’s purpose in my life.
- posted by Richard @ 2/19/2004

TPDL Day #4 – Made to Last Forever


Paul said, “I once thought all of these things were so important, but now I consider them worthless because of what Christ has done.”

Paul is expressing exactly how I feel now. I expressed this in the last lesson. What I thought was important is not, because of what I now know.

This life is a dress rehearsal for our eternal life. We all need to realize that our time on earth is short. The things of this world like people's opinions, success, and wealth will soon go away. When we understand this, we start to see and do things differently. Certain things lose their importance. While, others become more urgent. Our time becomes more valuable. Money seems to no longer have precedence over relationships. We begin to view the bigger picture of the world and not just our little spot.

I have often thought about if we are wrong and there is nothing after death. "What if we have it all wrong?" Based on what God is doing in my life, I do not believe that we are. But, "What if?" Recently, I was driving down the road thinking about this topic. I twisted the question around, "If we are wrong would it change anything that I am doing with my life?" My answer was, "No!" But the fact that there is a God and there is eternity in heaven for believing in Jesus makes what we do on earth that much more rewarding.
- posted by Richard @ 2/20/2004

TPDL Day #5 – Seeing Life from God’s View


I would say that up till now my life metaphor would be a magic show. I see God’s guidance, blessing and positioning in my life but don’t really know why or how it is done. 

Life is a test all of the time. Also, the tests are not always big ones. I need to think about the small things in my life also. Small problems can lead to big failures.

God does not give us these tests so that we will fail. We are given these tests so that we can learn. When we were in school, the teachers did not come in on the first day of class and drop the final exam on you. They waited until they had covered the material and you had taken small exams to get you ready for the "big daddy." God's tests in our lives are very similar. Sometimes we feel as if God has dropped the final exam on us the first day. However, if we look back and examine the situation, there were many learning opportunities and small test and we chose to skip class those days.

I know that God is in strong fellowship with me now. I need to focus and get things right now. I don’t need to wait until God pulls away to get my heart right. I can look at the loss of job as a test. I have stated before that my barrier to following through with keeping my mind open to missions and God’s will in my life was my job. I could have just been saying that to get the pressure off of myself. However, I have used my job loss to really explore God’s will in my life.

Life is a trust. What do we have that God hasn’t given to us? And if all you have is from God, Why boast as though you have accomplished something on your own?

I have really had my eyes opened on this topic. There was a time 'not so long ago' that I had a hard time acknowledging God’s hand in my work accomplishments (really any of my accomplishments). My wife one day said, "Isn't it great what God has allowed you to do there." This comment really upset me at the time. "I was the one who was out of town all week." "I was the one who was putting in the hours and had the knowledge to get the job done." I was allowing my pride stand in the way of my understanding that I do nothing without God. When I teach the youth on Sunday mornings it is God speaking through me, not that "I" have something great to say. Anything I accomplish at work is because God has placed me in a position to be successful.

I want God to say to me, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” I will acknowledge daily that I go nowhere that God has not place me. I will ask the question, "Am I spending my time, money and talents toward God first?" If I am not, how can I expect to be a good and faithful servant?
- posted by Richard @ 2/21/2004

TPDL Day #6 – Life is a Temporary Assignment


The analogy of an ambassador in this lesson was very powerful for me. I continually have struggles with the whole “Be in the world, but not of the world” thing. This has been a real roadblock in my growth as a Christian. 

Here is an example from my life of a struggle being an ambassador. As a teenager, I always loved listening to all types of music. However, one type of music that I just did not seem to care for was the Contemporary Christian music of the 80’s. It just seemed too blah. I opted for the sound and lyrics of the Alternative music scene. 

It was a long time before I realized how perverse some of the lyrics in the songs were. How did I think it was okay to listen to some of this? 

About my junior or senior year in college, I started analyzing the lyrics of the songs I listened to. I tried to find ways to turn the meanings around from what the artists originally intended and come up with a Christian lesson from the songs. I wanted to know and listen to the music that my friends and I liked, but I wanted to be able to enjoy it in a different light.

Where are areas of your life you are being a traitor to the Lord? Are you too caught up in your job, money/possessions, friends, family, or just ‘your’ aspirations? 

Take the time to pray today that the Lord would open your eyes to the areas were you are being a traitor to Him. Pray that you would be able to see your life here on the earth as a temporary assignment. Pray that you would be able to go through your daily walk as an ambassador.
- posted by Richard @ 2/22/2004

TPDL Day #7 – The Reason for Everything


Everything created by God reflects His glory in some way. There are only two of God's creations that continually fail to bring him glory. Fallen angels and people. If you choose to rebel against God and continue to do things your own way, you are saying that you are in control and your way is better than His. 

I would like to focus on the word "reflect" today. The definition of reflect is, "to give back or show an image of."

As humans, the work of our daily life is naturally 'bent' towards ourselves. (The best way that I know to describe a natural 'bent' is, no matter how you position a flower it will always grow toward the light.) When we are born the doctor should smack a label on our hiney that says, "Naturally Selfish." We work hard at our jobs to get more money, a promotion, or recognition. We keep our house, clothes, and car clean and updated (always looking for new and better possessions) for personal satisfaction or acceptance. 

We focus our lives on what reflects on us. Our job, relationships, possessions, children, and activities reflect to others who we are. We do not always realize the reflection that we are actually giving off is not the one we intend. When we allow the focus of our lives to be on our natural 'bent' (self), How can we reflect the glory of God?

- posted by Richard @ 2/23/2004

TPDL Day #8 – Planned for God’s Pleasure

By constantly thinking about Jesus, we can feel closer to Him. Think about the way you were when you first fell in love. This is how you can tap into true worship.

“Love Song For A Savior” by Jars of Clay

In open fields of wild flowers,
she breathes the air and flies away
She thanks her Jesus for the daises and the roses
in no simple language
Someday she'll understand the meaning of it all
He's more than the laughter or the stars in the heavens
As close a heartbeat or a song on her lips
Someday she'll trust Him and learn how to see Him
Someday He'll call her and she will come running
and fall in His arms and the tears will fall down and she'll pray,

"I want to fall in love with You"

Sitting silent wearing Sunday best
The sermon echoes through the walls
A great salvation through it calls to the people
who stare into nowhere, and can't feel the chains on their souls

He's more than the laughter or the stars in the heavens
As close a heartbeat or a song on our lips
Someday we'll trust Him and learn how to see Him
Someday He'll call us and we will come running
and fall in His arms and the tears will fall down and we'll pray,

"I want to fall in love with You"

It seems too easy to call you "Savior",
Not close enough to call you "God"
So as I sit and think of words I can mention
to show my devotion

"I want to fall in love with You"

"my heart beats for You"

-Lyrics for Love Song For A Savior are property and copyright of Jars of Clay and their respective authors. Lyrics are provided for educational purposes only.

- posted by Richard @ 2/24/2004

TPDL Day #9 – What Makes God Smile?

Our first purpose in life is to please God. How much pleasure is God getting out of my life? The best way for me to understand this lesson is to think about my own children. When do they please me? I am pleased when my children are trusting, loving, thankful, obedient, amiable, and gracious.

I am pleased when my children trust that I know what is best and that I will be here to take care of them. The other night my daughter came down to my room because she was having a nightmare. I let her lay in the bed next to me and I assured her that I would not let anything get her. After about five minutes, she was asleep and I did not here another peep out of her until the morning.

I am pleased when my children are loving. I find great enjoyment when I come home from work and my children will drop whatever they are doing and come running to the door with hugs and kisses. They missed me while I was away and want to spend time with me.

I am pleased when my children are thankful and gracious for what they have been given. When you do something for someone else, there is nothing worse than to feel unappreciated. However, when you are thanked, appreciated and shown gratitude it is a tremendous sensation. 

When my children are obedient I am pleased. I find great pleasure it the few times that my children actually do what I ask the first time without complaining or making excuses.

I find pleasure and contentment when my children play amiably. In order to get along and play amiably with other people, we sometimes have to put their feelings first. It cannot always be about what you want to do and when you want to do it.

Try to look to the parallels of what others do to please you. When you realize the things that allow you to have pleasure, you can then understand the types of things that bring pleasure to God.

- posted by Richard @ 2/25/2004

TPDL Day #10 – The Heart of Worship

The heart of worship is surrender. Surrender is a hard concept to wrap our arms around. We are taught and believe that surrender means to lose or give up. Our culture reinforces in us the concept that losing is not an option. No one wants to be a loser. We try to teach our children that everyone is a winner. Never give up or quit until you have accomplished your goal.

The Webster dictionary meaning of surrender is “to yield to the power, control, or possession of another upon compulsion or demand.” 

I would recommend that you see Mel Gibson’s movie, “The Passion of The Christ.” This movie exemplifies the heart of surrender. Throughout all of the brutality of the movie, Jesus never raised his voice or hand in retaliation. I did not hear anyone in the audience yell out, “Fight back, you coward.” Yet, how many times do we hear a story or see someone taking a beating, and think or say why do they not fight back (stand up for themselves).

Jesus got it! Dying on the cross was not what Jesus wanted to do. Look at his struggles in the garden. However, he trusted that God had a plan and purpose for this and he surrendered to God’s power and control. 

We must surrender (yield to His power) our possessions, decisions, goals, and lives to God. We must realize that God can handle them better than we can. Realizing this truth is not enough. We have to let Him handle it by turning it over (surrendering) to him.

We need to allow God into the kitchen to prepare the meal of our life. We cannot be looking over his shoulder and commenting on the fact that he is not following our recipe while preparing the meal. We must give him free reign of the kitchen and just come to the table ready to eat. 

If you yield to God’s power and control daily, I promise that you will be amazed at what He cooks up.

- posted by Richard @ 2/26/2004

TPDL Day #11 – Becoming Best Friends with God

Do you know anyone who talks just to hear his or her own voice? They tend to ramble on about topics that are not really relevant. They seem to be all over the map when they speak. 

Have you ever been in a one-sided conversation with someone? They are very overbearing. They will not let anyone get involved in the conversation. They cut others off in mid-sentence. They do not listen while others are talking. While their mouth is closed they are just thinking about the next thing they are going to say.

Would you consider this communication? I would answer this question, “No.”

However, this is the way many of us conduct our prayer life or our communication with God. 

We are able to talk to God through prayer. Yet often times, we can go days without speaking to Him. Our prayers are continually focused on ourselves. We rarely ask what it is that He wants or needs. 

He is able to speak to use through His word. However, most of us have not read the whole Bible and do not spend time studying what it says.

Nike has the slogan, “Just Do It.” But in order to “Just Do It,” you have to “START.” If you do not have consistent, open communication with God, START. If you currently do not read and study your Bible on a consistent basis, START.

- posted by Richard @ 2/27/2004

TPDL Day #12 – Developing Your Friendship with God

We as humans place possessions, aspirations, relationships, and comfort as valuable in our lives. God, of course, knows this. As our friend he allows for many of the valuables in our lives to flourish. He allows us to attain many of the goals that we set before us in our lives. 

Many times we believe that God brings good things in our lives so that we can give him glory. This is true, God does provide for some of our wants so that we will glorify Him. However, He also provides because He desires our friendship. As friends we care about what our friends care about. Things that are important in our friend’s life are important in our lives. Why should this be any different in our relationship with the Lord?

Just as God cares about what we value, we should care about what God values. As Christians we must value what God values, His people. When I state, “His people,” I do not mean only other Christians. God did not send his son, Jesus, to die on the cross just for Christians. God wants all of His people found. As a true friend we must want those around us to be found. 

My wife and I were just discussing the other day how many of our neighbors and friends do not regularly attend church. I do not know where all of my neighbors and friends are in their walk with the Lord. This is something that until this lesson was honestly not high on my list of important tasks. I know that I need to make it perfectly clear to my neighbors, friends and family where the Lord stands in my life. I am also praying and hoping for opportunities to help God in the world around me to find some of His people that are lost.

- posted by Richard @ 2/28/2004

TPDL Day #13 – Worship That Pleases God

Revelations 3:15-16 – I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are you are lukewarm-neither hot nor cold-I am about to spit you out of my mouth.

There is nothing better on a hot summer day than a cold drink or on a cold winter day than a hot cup of something. Have you ever gone to take a sip of a drink that you expected to be cold or hot and found it to be warm. That is a horrible feeling. Just like the scripture says, you want to spit it out of your mouth.

I feel that our worship of the Lord falls into this category sometimes. Many times we find ourselves just going through the motions of worship. We just half-heartedly sing the hymns. We just bow our heads during the prayer. We close our eyes during the sermon. This is not the type of worship that God desires or deserves.

We as Christians have some great clichés. “Praise the Lord” and “I’ll pray for you” are a few of our classic clichés. But, is there any real meaning behind what we say or are we just saying to because we cannot think of anything else to say at the time. 

We are going through the process of trying to teach our children how to pray. This has really made me focus on how I pray. I came to the realization that when I pray at a meal I pray the same prayer at each meal. I had never noticed that the prayer had just become a habit. By becoming a habit, the prayer had lost much of its impact because I was not praying with any meaning. My prayer was, “Dear Lord, bless this food which you have placed here before us. Thank you for the means, which you have placed it here before us. Bless this food to our bodies and our bodies to your service, Amen.” This is not a bad prayer. However, it means nothing if it said out of habit. I since have been making an effort to break the habit and to just talk to God before the meal and just let him know that I am appreciative of what he has given to me.

- posted by Richard @ 2/29/2004

TPDL Day #14 – When God Seems Distant

There are a few things that create a feeling of distance in our lives with God. One is when God tests us with periods of seeming separation. Times when He seems a million miles away and He has abandon or forgotten us. These feelings are normal. Some of the people in the Bible with the closest relationships with God had the same feelings. 

Joshua 1:9 – I command you – be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.

God does not come and go depending on his moods or circumstances. The Lord promises that he will always be there. It is in these times of seeming separation that we must continue to love, trust, obey, and worship God. 

Another thing that creates the feeling of distance in our lives with God is sin. We all have sin in our lives. Sin keeps us from intimacy with God. Therefore, we have a sense of distance in our relationship. This distance sounds very easy to solve. We have to deal with our sin, not just confess it. This is not easy though. 

I can equate dealing with sin like dealing with an addiction. The first step in dealing with any addiction is admitting you have an addiction. The first step with dealing with sin is to admit that you have sinned. This is where many of us stop. However like any addiction, sin is deeply rooted in our lives. The sin will push, pull, and run to stay away from God’s healing hand. 

Is there something in your life that needs to be dealt with? I urge you to seek Godly Council in helping to bridge the distance between you and God caused by sin.

- posted by Richard @ 3/01/2004

TPDL Day #15 – Formed for God’s Family

I was just reading today in the Christian Index an article about baptisms. The Georgia Baptist Convention has set a goal to conduct 50,000 baptisms in 2005. This goal would be an increase of 15,518 from the number of baptisms reported in 2002. 

There are many Baptist leaders who are praying for a statewide and national revival in 2005. “There is a consensus among pastors that complacency dominates the atmosphere on most churches. The need for revival has never been greater, and God may be ready to work a miracle among His people in Georgia,” Steve Hale, president of the Conference of Georgia Baptist Evangelists or COGBE, stated in a recent interview.

The article states that revival is all about bringing people back to their first love. Revival is for the church, not for unbelievers. Once believers are revived they naturally begin sharing their faith and the harvest begins.

There has been a national calming of the passion for revival in the past decades. Many churches are preoccupied with the ‘good things’ that evangelism falls between the cracks. However, there is a firm belief that we could experience the greatest awakening in Georgia’s history if we were to get serious with God in the coming months.

Do you need to have revival in your life?

- posted by Richard @ 3/02/2004

TPDL Day #16 – What Matters Most

Matthew 22:34-40 - Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."

The most important thing that we do with our lives is to love. Some of the biggest “reality TV” shows today are focused on finding LOVE (except they use the word connection because they cannot use the word love). However, most of the people on these shows are missing the point because they cannot get the focus off themselves. You have to look for ways to love others and not focus on finding someone to love us.

God also looks to how we love to measure what our lives can handle. What is the point of giving to someone how does not use what they have been blessed with? As a teacher of our youth department, I have learned to give through teaching and by giving I am taught and blessed in return.

This is also one of the reasons for creating this web site. In order to grow and continue to be blessed, I need to share what I have learned. I can only hope that the Lord blesses you in some way by what I write.

- posted by Richard @ 3/03/2004

TPDL Day #17 – A Place to Belong

You have to belong, not just believe. 

The Webster dictionary definition of ‘belong’ is to be an attribute, part, adjunct, or function of a person or thing.

John 15:4-6 - Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.”

Attending a local church is not enough. We are called by John 15 to belong. The branch cannot bear fruit if it does not belong to the vine. How can we expect to bear God’s fruit if we are not a part of where God is working? 

When we had our second child, it no longer made since for my wife to work outside of the home. We decided that she needed to stay home with the children. This meant that I would need to bring home more money. In order to do this I took a job that required me to travel Monday through Friday every week. By freeing up her time, my wife was able to serve others in a volunteer capacity.

When I came home on Friday the last thing I wanted to do was commit more of my time to something that would take me away from my family. During this four-year period I saw my activity at church diminish. I did help my wife teach 3 & 4 year old Sunday School, but that was about it. I could not commit myself to things because I was always out of town.

I realized one day that although I was being sacrificial by allowing my wife to stay at home and serve others in the community. It was not enough. I needed to realign my priorities. I needed to rejoin the vine.

God has given me skills and experiences. It was time to stop using them only for my own benefit.

- posted by Richard @ 3/04/2004

TPDL Day #18 – Experiencing Life Together

One of the things to look for in real fellowship is sympathy. Sympathy meets two of the fundamental needs of humans: the need to be understood and the need to have your feeling validated. The lesson today mentioned the idea of building fellowship through understanding and affirming someone’s feelings. 

Many of us get confused with the idea of sympathy. We spend too much time trying to fix symptoms instead of understanding the root cause of the problems. Giving money to the man standing on the street corner with a sign stating, “Will Work for Food,” is not sympathy. It only helps us to feel that we did something to help someone. The problem is that the person did not end up on the street corner by making good decisions. Do we expect him to make a good decision with the money? We could buy him some food. This would at least help one of his problems. He is asking for food, right?

We get so caught up in fixing that we do not take the time to sympathize. What is the person really asking for? The first thing to do is look at his sign. He is either asking for Food or Work. However, we would probably need to stop, get out of our cars, and talk with him to find out what he needs. 

Most of the time we are too busy and preoccupied with our own troubles to do anything. I will be first to jump in line to admit that I am guilty of this. We are too caught up in trying to get where we are going, too worried about our safety, or too calloused to care.

When we are absorbed in ourselves we have no room for sympathy. In sympathy we learn and feel what others are feeling. Only through their eyes can we understand and know how to help.

The next time someone around you is in need take the time to ‘hear’ (not just listen) his or her situation and try to understand.

- posted by Richard @ 3/05/2004

TPDL Day #19 – Cultivating Community

Have you ever heard anyone say, “I just don’t like people?” The reason why they might say this is because relationships are hard. They are especially hard with people who are irritating. We have a tendency to build ‘surface’ relationships. We do this because we do not what anyone into our lives. If someone really knows you then they can really hurt you. As long as we keep our relationships at the ‘surface’ level we cannot get hurt. This is not the type of relationships that we are to build.

When an acorn falls from a tree, it has built a ‘surface’ relationship with the ground. However, the acorn must begin to dig into the ground for the relationship to be anything more. The ground and that acorn are not the same. They both bring different cards to the table. The acorn brings potential and meaning to the ground. The ground brings nourishment and stability to the acorn.

Only together through a cultivated fellowship can the ground and the acorn stand as a 100 year-old oak tree.

Are you cultivating the relationships that God has placed in your life? Are you working on the area of honesty, humility, courtesy, confidentiality, and frequency to grow the godly fellowship of your relationships?

- posted by Richard @ 3/06/2004

TPDL Day #20 – Restoring Broken Fellowship

This was a really hard lesson for me. It was hard because it is a wound that was recently inflicted. In October of 2003, I was let go from my job. I had been working for a long time family friend, which made the termination difficult on both sides. Because of my position in the company I was privy to the financial status of the company. 2003 was a difficult year for the business and the beginning of 2004 was not looking to be any better. I was one of the highest paid employees not tied to commissions. It made business sense that I would be the logical payroll cut. 

With that being said, this lesson would not be that hard for me if that was all there was to the story. I can understand that for the company to get through this down time some cuts needed to be made. However, the manner in which the release was conducted is what really hurt. 

I realize that this is a relationship that is worth restoring. I have begun to pray about the situation and move toward mending the relationship. I then read the part of the lesson about going first. I felt like Grover in the book, The Monster at the End of this Book. 

GO FIRST! ARE YOU KIDDING ME? They are the ones who created this problem. Why should I be the one to try and mend the relationship? I am reminded every time I get a bill in the mail or someone in my family gets sick what situation I have been put in. 

Matthew 5:23-24 - Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift. 

It does not matter if I am the offender or the offended. We are told to GO and reconcile. It is easy for me to write that I will put away my pride and be the one to resolve this conflict. But, actually doing it is going to be hard. I am praying for the Holy Spirit to guide me.

- posted by Richard @ 3/07/2004

TPDL Day #21 – Protecting Your Church

First, we need to understand the purpose for the church. The purpose of the church is to equip and build up the saints. That is, to cause those who are already Christians to grow in their walk with the Lord. The purpose of the church is cyclical. If this principle is being followed then the believers of the church will be ready and willing to go out into the world and witness to those not saved. Then those saved can come into the church and receive the same teaching and they can go out and be witnesses and fulfill the great commission too. (See Mark 16:15)

Second, what can we do protect our church so that its purpose can be fulfilled? Obedience. We have all heard and know about churches that have split, diminished, or ceased to exist because of conflict between its members. Some of the strongest enemies to the effectiveness of a church are not outside the church; they are the members within. Those within the church who are not working for the health of the church are working against it.

Be very careful how you interpret the last statement I made. We as a member of our church need to be obedient to the Lord first. (spiritually and financially)

What are churches made of? Every member of a church is a human being. As human beings we are all sinners. Yes, even the pastor, ministers and leaders of our church. We need to understand that no one is perfect. We all make mistakes and are often wrong.

Currently in my church, we have decided to purchase a tract of adjacent land for future development. I believe that most people in the church can see that God’s hand was in opportunity to purchase this land. I also personally believe that one of God’s purposes in this opportunity was to show us that we are currently not being obedient as a congregation. 

Our church had to go into debt to the tune of $3 million in order to purchase the land. We are now in the midst of a capital fund-raising campaign to raise the money necessary to pay off the debt in 3 years. There have been rumblings throughout the congregation about the debt, purpose of the land, and manner in which the campaign is being delivered. The leadership in our church thought that this would be an ideal time to address the issue of financial disobedience in regards to tithing. 

I applaud our leadership for deciding to address this issue. We as a congregation have responsibilities to our church and our Lord. 

If my congregation would be obedient in a few key areas it would allow the church to fulfill its purpose in our community. If the congregation would be obedient financial with their tithe, we would not be in debt because we could have paid cash for the adjacent land. We would not have rumblings in the congregation about the debt because there would be none. If my congregation would be obedient to the call of the great commission, we would not be so worried about what will be put on the land to get our community to come to us. THE WORLD IS NOT BEING CALLED TO US!

- posted by Richard @ 3/08/2004

TPDL Day #22 – Created to Become Like Christ

Sanctification, which is the growing to be more like Christ, is God’s third purpose for our lives. We do not have the power to within ourselves to accomplish this goal. How many New Year’s resolutions have we not accomplished? We have to rely on God’s power to allow sanctification in our lives. We have to surrender daily to God’s plan for our lives.

Remember the goal of this book is not for you to find your purpose in life. The goal is for you to find God’s purpose for your life. These are typically not the same thing.

A statement in this lesson that I liked was, “We are human beings, not human doings.” God is more concerned about our character and integrity than what career path we take. I had a conversation a few months back about this very topic. We were discussing giving advice to high school students about what college God wanted them to attend. The statement was made that God is more interested in what you do to impact the college you attend than which college you actually attend. I had never really thought about it that way before, because in my life I had not seen this to be true. I know that God had a plan in my choosing Samford University over Georgia Southern. However, I did not have the moral character at that time to make it through certain college atmospheres. As a parent you must lead your child when they are young so that they can tackle situations when they are older. This is what the Lord was doing in my life.

For those who have the character and integrity, God cares more about what kind of lawyer you are than the fact that you are a lawyer. Where are you in your journey? Are you still being lead, ready to take the lead, or are you leading?

- posted by Richard @ 3/09/2004

TPDL Day #23 – How We Grow

Proverbs 4:23 - Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.

We grow spiritually older, but we fail to grow spiritually more mature. I like to think of this sentence as someone who is spiritually disabled. (spiritually challenged for those politically correct) It just reminds me of other disabilities, where we grow older but something is left behind developmentally. How can we grow towards spiritual maturity? We have to decide, want, and persist in committing to spiritual growth.

God calls all believers to be His disciples. He wants us to be committed to Him and to increasing His flock. What is your life committed to? What you commit your time and energy to helps define who you are. When we are committed to financial gain and career growth, we will make decisions in our live that make it happen. We will sacrifice time with our family because it can hinder the goal we are committed to.

God calls us to be committed to Him! What sacrifices need to be made in our lives to be committed God’s growth of our lives? The first thing that you will have to sacrifice is your goals. 

I remember when my eyes were opened to the decisions that I was making as a parent in what I watched on television and listened to on the radio. I used to not pay attention to what was on the radio when my children were in the car. Then one day my son, who was 4, started singing the chorus to “Get Ur Freak On” by Missy Elliott. The chorus just repeats over and over “Getcho freak on”. The term means to have sex. (of course he did not know that) Well it just so happened that my brother and sister-in-law were in the car. Well it just was not funny coming out of a 4 year-olds mouth. I learned that day that I needed to be committed to making sure that my children do not see and hear things that are inappropriate for them. My commitment would mean that I would need to change my actions. I would have to sacrifice things that I watched or music that I listened to.

Are you ready to grow up and commit to what’s really important in your life?

- posted by Richard @ 3/10/2004

TPDL Day #24 – Transformed by Truth

Do you ever refer to a dictionary when you come across a word, of which you do not know the meaning? Do you ever refer to the Bible when you come across difficulties in life, of which you do not know the answer? If you did not answer “Yes” to both of these questions, why? You have been given perfectly good reference manuals to help you understand. Many of us continue to ignore their existence when we need them most.

We should be in continual study of the Bible. Would you like to know that your doctor only read the textbook during his class discussions and right before the tests? I would hope that he not only read the textbook, but also could tell me what was on page 283.

Have you ever read the Bible all the way through, from cover to cover? I will tell you that I have not. At the beginning of this year, I decide that I was going to read the Bible from cover to cover this year. I developed a daily reading plan that I could follow and keep track of my progress. Well in mid-February I was one month behind. On February 26th, the Lord lit a fire in my heart to read the Bible. Since then, I have an overwhelming desire to read the Bible daily. I have found a web site that has a daily Bible reading plan. You can click on the day and just read the scriptures for the day. 

www.backtothebible.org/devotions/journey 

I have in the past 13 days gone from being one month behind to being a month and a half ahead. If you have never read the whole Bible, I would ask you to pray that God would give you the desire to read his word daily.

I am finding that it is easier to gain insight about scripture when you understand what is going on. If you just see one episode the TV show “Alias”, you are going to be lost. You really have to watch 3 or 4 episodes before you start to understand what is going on. But even then, there is so much that has happened in the past two seasons that you have no idea about. You would need to go back and watch the episodes in order to really understand all that is going on. The Bible is the same way. If you just read a chapter or book of the Bible, you will be lost. You need at some point to read it in its entirety.
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TPDL Day #25 – Transformed by Trouble

The title of this lesson makes me think about superheroes. Superheroes all seemed like ordinary people until trouble came along. They would then sneak away and change into their tights to go fight evil and save the day. However, they would not transform or reveal their “super”-selves until there was trouble. 

You are probably wondering how do superheroes correlate to troubles that I face in my life. Well, Jesus was supernatural. He was the closest thing to a superhero the world has ever seen. And, we are called to be like Jesus. When we are saved (believing that Jesus died on the cross to save us from eternal death and repenting of our sins) we allow Jesus to come live in us through the Holy Spirit. 

There have been many times in our lives when we have needed to rely on God to get us through. I truly wonder how those who are not believers handle things like death, illness, loss of a job, addiction, etc. Daily there are people on the news who snap because they cannot handle life. Take a look at the 1993 Michael Douglas movie “Falling Down.” It is about a man who snaps one day after being laid-off, legally restrained from his daughters birthday party, and mugged. The movie reads all to well like many of today’s news stories.

So with God’s help we are able to conquer troubles that many non-believers cannot deal with. Through the Holy Spirit, we are kind of like superheroes. We are transformed through trouble to grow closer to God and stronger for the next challenge.
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TPDL Day #26 – Growing Through Temptation

We fall for the same temptations over and over again. Satan is very good at tempting us. He has had a long time to practice. One important fact in this lesson is that temptation is not a sin in itself. It is how we react to temptation that causes us to sin. 

You are a pitcher for a Major League Baseball team. You have been with the same team for many years. You are considered among the best veteran pitcher in the majors. You are happy with your team and your team is happy with you. The fans in your city love you. What would cause you to leave this to play for another team? (do not factor in a trade) 

We have seen it over and over that players go to where the money is. When you can demand more money take it while you can. I could possibly understand a move from $250,000 to $3 million. But and move from $9 million to $10 million. (I know that I am simplifying the complexities of these deals) We also hear that they are not making the move because of money. There are reasons like, “I am not treated with the respect that I deserve.” What has Satan done here? He has not only tempted you to give up what you love to do with the promise of more money. He has made you believe that it is not about the money. Satan jumped on the pride train and rode it into town. 

On the recent reality show, “My Big, Fat, Obnoxious Fiancée,” a girl went along with a plot to deceive her family into thinking that she had fallen in love. Not only that but that she would be marrying him on television in 3 days. If she could do it, she would receive $250,000 and her family would receive $250,000. She agreed to do it because her family could use the money. However, did she think about what she would be putting her family through? 

We all know someone who is on his or her second marriage. How many of us know someone who is on their third, fourth, or fifth marriage? I can guarantee this person is falling for the same temptation over and over again. 

There is an old saying, “Fool me once same on you. Fool me twice shame on me.” We have to learn from our past mistakes and understand why we made them. Only then will we begin to understand what tempts us. We should then look to God to help us resist, instead of trying to fight it on our own.

- posted by Richard @ 3/13/2004

TPDL Day #27 – Defeating Temptation

“We are creatures of habit.” “Find your comfort zone.” “If it’s not broke, don’t fix it.” “It works for me.” We have tons of clichés to describe our attraction to comfort. We strive for comfort and go kicking and screaming if we are pulled away. God does not call you to live a comfortable life.

Why do we keep falling for the same temptation traps? We do what we have always done. When we have regret for giving in to temptation, we do nothing to try and alter our mentality or actions that got us in the situation.

Why do diets not work? We go on diets to lose weight. We want to lose weight because we eat the work foods and do not get the proper exercise. However, when you go on a diet they have you count calories or “watch” what you eat. What do almost all diets have you focus on? FOOD! How can you lose weight and keep it off when all you think about is food? When you come off the diet, you still are focused on food. You end up gaining all of the weight back. In order to get the weight off and keep it off, we have to change our focus. When we are confronted with temptation, we have to change our focus to something else.

We have to stop putting ourselves in the situations where temptation breeds. We need to learn from our past failures and mistakes. If you have a problem with Internet pornography, change the content settings in your Internet Options to not allow the viewing of these sites. We must realize when, where, with whom we are tempted in order to develop a plan of how to defeat it. 

I love to listen to gossip. I try very hard not to be a gossiping person. However, I would not be tempted to gossip, if I had nothing to gossip about. I know that I am not alone in this. Our society is caught up in knowing what is going on in others lives. There are magazines devoted to gossip; People, Entertainment Weekly, US, etc. There is a cable station that is strictly devoted to entertainment gossip, E!. Many other cable channels have high ratings on their inside stories; VH1’s “Behind the Music”, E!’s “True Hollywood Stories, etc. We are obsessed with knowing what is going on in people’s lives. We even have a place at work where we relay the gossip that we have learned, “The Water Cooler.” 

What are you tempted by? What is the situation around your temptation? What can you do to alter or stay away from those situations?
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TPDL Day #28 – It Takes Time

Time! Time is very important in our lives. Just look at the sale of Day Planners and PDA’s (Personal Data Assistant) in the past 5 years. We also live in a culture of NOW! We have demanded time saving opportunities in our lives; Convenience Stores, Fast Food, Pay-at-the-Pump, 1-Hour Dry Cleaning, HOV lanes, Movies on Demand, and High Speed Internet. We are told, “patience is a virtue.” If that is true, very few of us are virtuous in that area. 

Spiritual maturity is not something that we can develop overnight. And if we could develop it overnight, would we want to? “I don’t want to read the book, I’ll just watch the movie.” When you cram 300 pages of a book into a 2-hour movie you are going to lose background and depth. It may take us weeks to read the book. However, we have a better understanding of the characters and plot than what the movie can give us. Let’s say that you were able to attain spiritual maturity overnight. Would you have the experiences, convictions, and foundation of why you believe? In the Tom Hanks movie “Big”, a boy wishes to be a grown-up. His wish is granted and one morning he wakes up as a grown man. He quickly learns is that he is bigger but not more adult. There are many situations that he is not ready for because he does not have the experience of life.

Oswald Chambers stated, “There is a “darkness” that comes from too much light-that is the time to listen.” Many times we will go to God in prayer and ask for something. Because of the culture, which we are immersed, we want the answer now. Unlike the corporations of America, God works on his timetable not ours. When we feel the “darkness” of the Lord’s absence, we should Stop and Listen.

It takes time to grow into spiritual maturity. We need to be patient. God wants to pace us so that we do not get scared and retreat to our “comfort zone.” (Read Exodus 13:17)

- posted by Richard @ 3/15/2004

TPDL Day #29 – Accepting Your Assignment

The lessons in this book began with the search for a purpose in life. In High School you begin to ask yourself, “What am I going to do with my life?” The first step to doing something for most students is to determine which college they will attend. The process begins by completing applications and sending them to the colleges that interest you. Weeks later, you receive invitations from the schools that would like for you to attend their institution. You then have the decision of which college invitation to accept. No matter where you choose to go, you have accepted a life changing assignment. You will be free to start your own life.

My daughter, Haley, is 4 years old. While at the doctor’s office one day, my wife, Suzanne, had to tell her to stop climbing on the shelves in the waiting room. Haley proceeds to sit in the chair next to Suzanne. She looks to her mother and asks, “Mommy, when am I going to get my own life?” Well at age 4, children tend to repeat things that they have heard without comprehending the meaning of what they are saying. Suzanne, thinking that Haley was just repeating something she had heard, asked her what she said again. Haley looked up at Suzanne again and asked, “Mommy, when am I going to get my own life?” Suzanne then asked, “Haley, what do you mean get your own life?” My 4-year old looks to her mother and says, “I mean when am I going to be able to climb on the shelves when I want, see the movies that I want, you know.” Suzanne calmly replies, “Haley, my job as your mother is to make sure that you learn to make good choices when you are young. So that, when you have your own life you can make the right decisions concerning your life.” This is where we are in this book. We have been studying how to make good choices and know it is time to accept our assignment.

When you accept the invitation to attend college, you do not automatically receive a degree or diploma. Your acceptance is a commitment to work towards the goal of graduation. We are at the point where you need to decide whether to accept of reject God’s assignment for your life. There is still much work to be done before the assignment is completed. Just like Haley, we do not have all of the answers. We have to rely on the Lord and be willing to learn as we go. Are you going to commit to the goal of reaching for His purpose in your life? 

- posted by Richard @ 3/16/2004

TPDL Day #30 – Shaped for Serving God

Today, I want to talk about Passion. Christians have mostly surrendered the word “passion” to our culture to define sexual desire.  NBC has a soap opera called “Passions.” There is a personals web site for passionate people, “www.passsions.com.”  The web site boasts having 8.9 million active members. Elizabeth has a perfume called Passion that is marketed as a romantic fragrance. We get spam in our email daily telling us how to ignite passion. The world has taken the sexual desire definition of passion and run with it.

The first definition in Webster’s of passion is the sufferings of Christ between the night of the Last Supper and his death. Sexual desire is actually not mentioned until the 5th and last definition. Do you think that the world has got it backwards? 

The only time that we hear the word passion in a Christian setting is around Easter time. This year it has a new focus with the release of “The Passion of the Christ.” I have to admit that I did not understand why the sufferings of Christ are referred to as passion. I hope that I am not the only one who did not get the tie in. I mean why would anyone, even Jesus Christ, be passionate about suffering? By asking this question, I began to gain understanding. Jesus loved God, his father. He also shared in God’s love for humanity. Because of this love, he was zealous in carrying out his mission. He endured suffering and death because of his passion for us.

Are we passionate people? I do not mean that are we at times passionate. Are we more times that not a people filled with passion? I would argue that many times we do not share God’s intense, driving, and overwhelming conviction for others. I know that many of us would not want the Golden Rule flipped. “Have done to you what you do to others.” 

As Jesus has shown us, we should strive to be Christians of passion. We must be prepared to give everything for the things that are important. 

- posted by Richard @ 3/17/2004

TPDL Day #31 – Understanding Your Shape

The last two lessons dealt with God’s shape for you life. He gives each one of us a unique blend of abilities to accomplish tasks that you were designed for. God has a master plan for humanity. Intertwined in the master plan for humanity is His plan for your life. He is the Shepard gathering the flock back to Him. He needs for you to fulfill your part in the plan. If you make the choice not to follow his plan he will replace you. However, you were the one that he uniquely designed for the task. Your replacement will not be as qualified as you for the job. But, the job will get done.

An artist begins creating a painting with a canvas and a combination of paints. The artist has a vision in his head of the finished work. However, it is not until the artist puts the brush to the canvas before the painting begins to take shape. A unique mix of colors and brush strokes create the final work of art. The artist then places the painting in the corner of the studio. The potential for that particular work of art is wasted until it can be displayed in a gallery. 

Once a painting is displayed in a gallery, others will view it. “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.” Each unique piece of art appeals to different people. Not everyone is going to love the story that the artwork is telling. Some people just will not understand the meaning of the painting. However, the artist understands that his vision has an audience to reach through the painting. 

We are the paintings that need to reach others with God’s vision.
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TPDL Day #32 – Using What God Gave You

Why do we find it hard to find our fit? I feel that one reason is we are trying to cram a square peg into the round hole of our lives. We are reading this book to find a purpose for our lives. The round hole represents God’s purpose for our lives. The way that we are currently living represents the square peg. 

God did not create us to live as a square peg. This is something that we have allowed our environment to mold us into. Through the distraction of how we look to others and focusing on ourselves the world has changed us from a round peg to a square one. How can we get the roundness back? Well, you have already started the transformation. By seeking God’s purpose, changing your thinking and actions, and allowing God to transform your life you can get back to the way God intended for you to be.

The lesson today scraped the surface of how Satan uses envy to hinder our ministry (purpose). In the lesson it talks about not being envious of the ministry of others. We have to be very careful when we compare or conform our ministry to needs and wants of others. We should always be checking to make sure that our ministry is on the same page with and only with God. He is the only one with the Teacher’s Guide. 

By finding your fit you are putting large target on your back. I can promise you that Satan desires nothing greater than taking down someone who is in the round hole of God’s purpose. On “Survivor: All Stars”, each of the prior winners came into the game with a big target on his or her back. One of the themes that I have seen is to take down the prior winners. It would be a big statement if a prior winner could beat the odds and win again. Satan is going to go after those who are “WITH” God. Satan does not need to focus much on those who in the dark. He just has to keep moving the light switch. How long are you going to allow Satan to move you?
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TPDL Day 33 – How Real Servants Act

We are called by God to be servants. (Matthew 25:31-46) It is not popular these days to be a servant. How many kids to you hear saying they want to be maid or butler when they grow up? We want to be doctors, lawyers, and presidents. These are the people who lead. And this is the direction we push our children. We tell them, “You can be anything you want.” However, if a child strives to be a janitor, we would say that they are “Not living up to there potential” or “They are selling themselves short.” Why are we so concerned about growing up the next generation of leaders? According to the Bible, should we not focus first on growing up the next generation of servants?

Why do secretaries not want to be labeled as a “Secretary?” They want to be called “Administrative Assistant.” We do not want to be viewed by our peers as servants. We are so caught up with Titles. Garbage men are now Sanitation Engineers. Janitors are Environment Control Specialists. Housewives are Family Leadership Coordinators. 

In spite of the focus on leadership in our culture, we cannot forget we are called to serve others. There are thousands of books on leadership. However, there are very few on servant hood. There is a popular book called, “Servant Leader.” This book has many good points and is very popular. It is modeled after leading others as Jesus did. Why can we not just be plain servants? We need to get the words leader and leadership out of our heads. We should not have the ulterior motive of becoming a better leader. 

The Old Testament is full of Biblical Leaders. Moses and David were two of the most well known. However, were they really the leaders? I would argue that they were actually only followers. They were following God’s leadership. Are there examples in their lives when they took the reigns from God and tried to lead on their own? What happened in these circumstances?

God does call some of us to be leaders and into leadership roles. However, it is normally those who are servants. 
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TPDL Day #34 – Thinking Like a Servant

Service starts in the mind. 

What are you ready to give up for the Lord? Do you remember the story of the rich young ruler who came to see Jesus? Matthew 19:16-22 “Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?" "Why do you ask me about what is good?" Jesus replied. "There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments." "Which ones?" the man inquired. Jesus replied, " 'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother, 'and 'love your neighbor as yourself.'" "All these I have kept," the young man said. "What do I still lack?" Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.”
Matthew 6:24 "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.” You cannot serve both God and Money. Notice that Jesus is not saying that we should not, he is saying we CANNOT. What is our #1 hindrance from service? Materialism. We secretly say, “After I achieve these goals, I will wholly serve the Lord.” Our goals could be financial independence, grown children, larger house, etc. We are choosing to focus on our wants before the needs of God. As I stated in yesterday’s lesson, in our society it is not popular to be a servant. One thing that this lesson has taught me is, we do not really have a choice of serving or not. The real choice that we have is what are we going to serve?

Are you willing to “Lose your Life?” Forgetting yourself in service of others is “Losing your Life.” You will no longer be focused on your selfish desires. You have changed your focus to others and their needs and wants. Once this refocusing takes place, we will no longer place such an importance on our own mortality. Last week there were missionaries in Iraq who lost their lives in the service of others. Do you think they knew the risks of their ministry? Did Jesus understand the risks of his ministry? Were these risks a hindrance to their following?
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TPDL Day #35 – God’s Power in Your Weakness

I do not really know what to think about today’s topic. I struggle with what I would categorize as a weakness and what I would categorize as sin. I would have to say that the consequenses and situations that we are placed in because of sin could be considered weaknesses. 

I was unemployed for 4 months at the end of 2003. It is very hard to focus on God when you have the financial well being of your family looming over you. The Lord has recently opened my eyes to how debt can hinder us from being used for His purposes. I have felt the call of God in my life. I do not know right now how it will all work out but I am trying to prepare myself for His plan. 

I had a revelation the other day that, “I am not the Father of my family, God is.” I have been taught that it is the father’s responsibility to provide for his family. It is my role to be the ‘bread-winner.’ I have really been struggling with this burden, in light of my circumstances and God’s call in my life. During my struggle, I have learned that I am not the true Father of my family. It is actually God’s responsibility to provide for my family through His means, not mine. However, knowing this in my head and practicing it in my life are not the same. I still have trouble turning the financial well being of my family over to Him. 

The reason that I say the Lord has opened my eyes to debt is because I am having a problem fully accepting God’s call in my life due to the fear of how my bills will be paid. Is there anywhere in your life that debt is keeping you from serving the Lord? 

Well I think I got off topic there a bit, because I do not know how God can use financial situation. The topic of weakness does remind me of a section in the song “Jesus Loves Me.” “They are weak, but He is strong. Yes, Jesus loves me.” Jesus does love us the way we are. We do not need an extreme makeover for Him to use us. Our Lord does not have the same hang-ups on acceptance that we have. There have been two series of the reality show “Average Joe.” This is the one where they try to match ordinary guys with a model. The twist is that after she gets to know the ordinary guys they bring in the ‘hunks.’ Will the model be able to see past the looks and pick the Average Joe? So far it has not happened.

You may be sitting at your computer saying that God cannot use you. I am here to tell you that He can and will. A few months ago this web site did not exist. Now God is using it in people’s lives. You’re reading it aren’t you. Hopefully, God is using my ramblings in your life.
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TPDL Day #36 – Made For a Mission

Our mission is to bring others to know Jesus as their Savior. This fact has never been more real in my life.

I began teaching 10th grade Sunday School at our church in September of 2003. I had taken a hiatus from 7th grade SS to help with 4 year old SS for a few years. My first experience back in the youth department was our annual “Back to School Retreat.” This is the event that kicks off the year for our youth department. Adults are placed in cabins with the youth. I was in one of the 10th grade cabins. This was a great opportunity for me to be able to interact with some of the students at I would be teaching this year. On Friday night before we went to sleep, we went around the cabin and everyone talked about what they wanted to gain from the weekend. The comments were, “Grow closer to God.” “Start the year off right.” “Get closer to friends.” When it came time for the boy in the bunk next to mine he said, “I came here this weekend to accept Jesus as my Savior.” I was blown away. Talk about jumping right into it. It scared me. I mean this kids salvation was just dropped in my lap. We all prayed and went to sleep.

The next morning I decided that I would see how things went. I knew that there would be a message and invitation in the evening. If he did not react to this opportunity, I would then talk with him one on one that evening. That evening during the invitation, he went forward to talk with our youth minister. When they finished he came back and we went outside to talk. We prayed and he accepted Jesus as his Savior that night. It does not get any easier than this. In reality, it was easy because of all the work and love that others had poured into his life. I was just able to reap the benefits of what they had sown. At that moment, I realized what my mission in the youth group needed to be. It was not just to be a friend, a teacher or someone to talk to. I had the responsibility to God to pour my life and love into these kids and help show them the way to Christ. I had to been sowing, so others could reap.

Where is the field that you need to begin sowing?

- posted by Richard @ 3/23/2004

TPDL Day #37 – Sharing Your Life Message

Sharing my testimony is something that I have only recently begun doing. I guess that I never really thought that I had an interesting testimony. I mean I have not lived a hard life. Things in my life have just seemed to fall into place. 

I remember our church had a men’s prayer retreat at Camp Pinnacle in Clayton, GA in February of 2003. During our praise and worship time there were opportunities for men to share what God was doing in their lives. (their testimony) It seemed easy enough, they were just getting up and talking in front of other men about what God was doing in their lives. I was not really accustomed to this type of behavior. I was brought up in a Christian home and accepted Jesus as my Savior at the age of 8. However, testimonies were something that you brought in a special speaker for. I was not really comfortable with talking about what God was doing in my life. And by the way, what was he doing in my life? That weekend I passed on many opportunities to share how God had recently provided for my family with a new job in Atlanta. Before that time, I had been traveling around the country every Monday-Friday for 3 ½ years. I passed on these opportunities because of my discomfort. I can still remember sitting in the back of the room feeling that I need to go speak, but letting my fear keep me from doing what God was asking. I have regretted not speaking ever since. There could have been someone in that room who needed to hear what I had to say. Scratch that! There could have been someone in that room, who needed to hear what God had to say through me,

This fall as I began teaching the youth, I took the opportunity to tell the 10th graders what God was doing in my life. It was actually harder talking to teenagers than in would have been talking to the group of men. These kids had never experienced anything that I was talking about. I just wanted to let them know that if God chooses to work in my life, He can work in theirs.

This is the same message that I want to get out to others who may be resisting. What is God asking you to do? If God can work in my life, He can work in yours also.

- posted by Richard @ 3/24/2004

TPDL Day #38 – Becoming a World Class Christian

After reading this lesson, I closed the book and just said aloud, “WOW.” It is truly unbelievable to me how many of these lessons talk about exactly what I have dealt with or am dealing with.

I understand that God has called me to some sort of mission or ministry. However, I have really struggled with what it is that I am actually being called to do. Over the past few months, I have come to an understanding that I may not know the true path that I am to take until I start walking.

In my next letter I plan to reveal a vision that God has given me to assist Refugees in Atlanta find jobs. This may involve creating jobs for them, giving them the skills they need to find a job, or assistance in placing them in a job. I do not know how this ministry will materialize, but I have set up some meetings in April to start the process.

This lesson has really given me a conviction to get the ball rolling. I am currently struggling daily with what sort of job am I going to have while getting this ministry off the ground. I feel that the ministry has to potential to support a staff of administrative workers. However, it could take a few years to make that work. The number one priority of the ministry is the Refugees. I have recently had about a dozen job leads that all seemed promising. It is a little hard for me because I am not looking for a career anymore. I am really looking for something to bridge the gap between where I am currently and the vision that God has for my life. Many of these job leads that could bridge this gap are being closed on me. The reasons are beyond my understanding. 

I have learned that many times God will open a door for us to understand it is the wrong path. We are then able to close the door without reflection over whether we made the right decision.

- posted by Richard @ 3/25/2004

TPDL Day #39 – Balancing Your Life

Balance. We hear about balance a lot. We need to eat a balanced diet. We need to have the right balance of exercise. We need to have a balance between work and family. Our lives are all about balance. 

Why to we even need any sort of balance in our lives? What happens when our lives become too focused on one end of a spectrum? When we focus on what we want to eat instead of what is best for us to eat, we end up in bad health. When we choose not to take the time to exercise, we end up overweight. When we choose too much work, we wind up with a family who does not know who you are. If you spend too much time on family, you cannot afford to pay all the bills. To have balance in our lives is not an easy task. It is something that we have to consciously choose to do.

Our spiritual life balance is no different. In the past few weeks, the five purposes for your life have been discussed. Worship, Serving, Evangelism, Fellowship and Discipleship. What happens if we choose not to have balance among the five purposes in our lives? First, we do not have a healthy, growing spiritual life. If we choose to mostly worship and fellowship, we have a hard time helping and sharing. If we choose to focus on discipleship, we learn a lot but we do not have the opportunities to share our wisdom with others. If all we do is serve and evangelize, we have a hard time maturing. Balance is the key to a healthy, nurturing, growing spiritual life.

I do not know if any of you remember working with a balance scale in school. The goal would be to have the same amount of weight on both sides of the scale. You would then be able to tell what an item weighted. I remember we had to place an item on one side of the balance. That side of the balance would immediately come to rest on the table. We would then proceed with adding various weights on the empty side to measure how much the item weighted. To start with, you would add a few large weights to get close to the proper weight. You had to then start making slight adjustments to the weight the closer you got to the correct balance. Balance in our lives can be similar. When we are really off balance we may need to make a few changes that can make a huge difference and get us closer to the correct balance. But, as we get closer we may have to make many slight adjustments to truly get in balance.

The changes are many times easier to make than the adjustments later. Part of the reason why is because, the results are not as apparent. Making big changes like getting a partner, writing in a journal, self-examination, and helping others may have huge effects on your life. You will feel great about what God is doing in your life. However the more you grow and mature, you will need to mix things up a bit. You may need to find a different partner (mentor), go deeper in your journal writing, etc.

We need to make balance in our spiritual lives a priority. The business world has coined the phrase Work-Life Balance. We need to find the Purpose-Life Balance. This is the balance between God’s purpose in our lives and our daily living.

- posted by Richard @ 3/26/2004

TPDL Day #40 – Living With Purpose

Here are the five questions that we need to answer. I am only planning on listing them for you. I do not plan at this time to confuse you with my goals and answers. I may state in later entries what I have concluded. The purpose is for you to think and reflect on the questions from your perspective, not mine.

What is the center of your life? What will you worship? Where will you spend my time and effort?

What is your life character? How will you practice discipleship? When will you start and how hard do you try?

What is your contribution? How will you serve?

What will your life communicate? How will you fulfill your mission to those who do not know about Christ? Do you plan to tell others? 

What will be your community? How will you fellowship?

Take the time to develop a life purpose. This will be my next step. I am planning on spending some time alone while my family is out of town on Spring Break to develop this.

When I first read this lesson, I was not planning on developing a life purpose for my life. I actually thought that this was a crazy gimmick thrown into the end of the book to complete the last lesson. However, the more I think about it the more I like the idea. Why to companies and organizations develop purpose and mission statements? They develop a clear and concise statement that communicates the essence of their organization to the public. Can our lives benefit from having such a statement? Yes. It can be something that communicates our purpose to those around us. It can also keep us on track when the road gets rough.

Good luck and thank you for joining me,

Rich

- posted by Richard @ 3/27/2004
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