John E. and Nellie F. Stone

By George W. Stone

John E. Stone and Nellie F. Dehart were born near St. Joseph, Missouri.  On Sept 8, 1897 they were married in Clarksdale Missouri.

    In 1904 John homesteaded in what was then Ward county.  It is now Calville Township., Burke County, North Dakota.

    John moved his family and possessions in an “emigrant car” from Missouri to White Earth North Dakota, then the closest shipping point. 

White Earth, North Dakota 1888

[image: image1.jpg]



 His livestock consisted of one team of mules, three horses, and several head of cattle.  Upon disembarking in White Earth, two lumber wagons were assembled and the household goods and family consisting of Mr. and Mrs. Stone and two children, Curtis 5, and Lenore 4, were loaded in the wagons and driven over land to the homestead on White Earth creek, the present home of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Powell.  The livestock was trailed behind the wagons.

    On arriving at the homestead, the family was moved onto a newly built sod house.  The house had been erected by another pioneer homesteader, a Danish emigrant named Peter Madsen.

    July 15, 1905 George W. Stone was born.  The only member of the family to be born in the sod house and in Ward County.

    The following year a two story, four room, house was built of lumber freighted by team and wagon from White Earth.  Later in the year a large hip roofed barn was built.

In this four room house, in 1907 Reba was born. In 1909 Irene was born, and in 1910 Ethel was born.

    About 1910 John, with a partner, erected a metal building in Powers Lake and established a machinery business.  To start with, their fastest selling items were buggies and spring wagons which were shipped from an eastern factory to White Earth.  They were assembled there and trucked to Powers Lake.

Powers Lake 1906

[image: image2.jpg]



    About 1911 John Stone erected a two story, three bed room house in Powers Lake and moved his family to town so the children would have access to better schools and he would be better able to take care of his implement business.  In this house were born Richard in 1912 and Howard in 1914.  The management of the farm was turned over to Nels Ulvesaker.

    In order to have a market for the many tons of wild hay produced on the farm, Mr. Stone erected a livery and feed barn just west of his implement store.  This building was on the site of what later became Emil Lorentzen’s garage.  In this feed stable, farmers coming to town could have their horses fed and cared for at the rate of 15 cents for a single horse or 25 cents for a team and 75 cents for a team over night.  This price included a stable attendant, un-hitching the team, watering and feeding them and also hitching them up when you were ready to go.

   In 1913 Mr. Stone purchased a Model T. Ford touring car, one of the first in the area, which he used in his livery service, along with several livery teams he had for hire.  In about 1914 or 1915 the stable and contents were destroyed by fire.

  Mr. Stone traveled to South Dakota and Kansas where they purchased about 100 head of pure bred Hereford cattle.  This was one of the first herds of registered Herefords in North Dakota.

1906 Powers Lake
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    During the summer of 1915 the two story house on the farm was remodeled into a five bedroom house and the family moved from Powers Lake to the farm.  In this house in 1915 Willard the last member of the stone family was born.  The entire family participated in school and church activities.

    At one time, among other offices, Jon Stone was mayor of Powers Lake, served on the school board, and was the first president of the Farmers Club that was organized in 1919.

    Due to a series of financial reverses and ill health, Jon Stone disposed of all of his property and real estate in 1925 and moved to Montana.  He passed away in Arizona in 1936 and Nellie passed away in California in 1959.

1911 Powers Lake
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    The surviving children are Curtis B. (Toledo, Ohio), Lenore Little (Seattle, Wash.), George W. Livingston(Montana).  Reba, Ethel Pollaci and Richard E, all of Los Angeles California.
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The page from the 1910 Census That has John Stone
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