Redwood City Señors Softball Club           
Minutes of the November 5, 2007 Board of Directors Meeting

The November 2007 Board Meeting was called to order by Club President, Glen Kovas at 7:00 PM. Board members present were Bill Picht, Bob Cushman, Debbie Coyne, Joe Bozzuto, Joe Kirby and Dennis Logie. Board members not in attendance were Dave Reck, Al Davis and Pat Michael. Also in attendance was Brenda Guzman.

REVIEW OF MINUTES: October 2007 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Bob Cushman provided a current financial report which was reviewed and approved. The club began October 2007 with a Checking and Savings Balance of $20,062.31 and ended with $23,257.09. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:  There was no membership report given at this meeting. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

1. Advertising on Our Website for Club Members. It was suggested that club members be allowed to place an advertisement, upon our (to be developed) website bulletin board, which describes their particular line of business, available skill and/or specialty that might be beneficial to other club members. Use of business card  reproductions was specifically addressed. This concept was passed and further information concerning how this bulletin board will be setup and how information can be submitted for posting will be forthcoming in a future Newsletter. 

2. Day Play Player Conduct. The conduct of club members participating in our Day Play activities was discussed in detail. The use of negative and sometimes demeaning comments by some players has risen to a noticeably unpleasant level. Whether it is at Day Play or at a sponsored league event, the use of negative and demeaning statements directed at any club member by another club member creates an overall unpleasant environment for all club members present and greatly detracts from the spirit of the game being played. Any club member who can not control their verbally abusive behavior and keep it in check will be subject to progressive censure and discipline. This could include, but not be limited to, a verbal warning, a written warning, suspension from play, to removal from club membership for cause. This measure was passed by all Board Members present.

3. Christmas Party. The Christmas Party is scheduled for Saturday, December 8th, and all plans are a “go” at this time. There is a need to get the invitations posted as quickly as possible.

4. Winter League Play. Board Member, Debbie Coyne, is the Commissioner for our Winter League Play. League play is set to start on Tuesday, November 13th, at Hawes Park, Redwood City. There are 75 club members participating and have been divided up into five (5) teams. Play will be primarily at Hawes Park, with several weeks in December being played at Griffin Field, Redwood City. Yellow balls and only ASA approved bats will be utilized for game play. Game play will continue through the end of February 2008.

5. Club Newsletter. Board Member Dennis Logie has developed a new newsletter format for our club. The “Fall 2007” edition was reviewed by all Board Members present. The Newsletter reflected a great deal of hard work and received very positive reviews from all present. The Newsletter will be distributed and/or mailed out shortly to all club members.

6. Saturday League Play. Saturday League play is ready to start on November 24th. There will be eight (8) teams participating. All 70’s Teams will play with an eleven (11) man defense. White balls will be utilized for game play. Games are currently scheduled for play at Hawes Park, Redwood City, with hopes of moving to an all weather field later down the road.

7. Scoreboard for Bechet and Griffin Fields. The City of Redwood City had been previously promised a gift of $3,000 for the construction of a scoreboard for Griffin and Bechet Fields. The actual cost will be $3,400. The City will provide all maintenance necessary for the proper functioning of the scoreboard once installed. The Board passed a motion to increase our donation to $3,400.

8. Sponsored Teams for 2008.  There will be eight (8) teams sponsored by the club. The liability insurance is paid up front and each team also receives $350 cash. A couple of the teams are going through re-organization at this time and their rosters are in flux at this time.

9. By-Law Up-Dates. Board Members Joe Kirby and Pat Michael have been reviewing and working on our By-Laws for the last couple of months. Comments and suggestions have also been provided by other Board Members. Generally, there are several typographical errors and formatting corrections that need to be addressed. There are also several areas that need to be brought up-to-date to meet the current needs of the corporation, i.e.: admission requirements for club membership. A working draft copy of the proposed changes will be posted to our website for review and comments by club members. These proposed By-Law changes will be voted upon by our membership at our Annual Meeting in January 2008. Proxy statements can be obtained from the club Secretary. This topic was also addressed in the “Fall 2007 Club Newsletter”.

10. Batting Instruction Proposal. Board Member Dennis Logie has been working on a program that would provide one-on-one batting instruction from former San Francisco Giants batting star, Terry Whitfield. This would be a club sponsored event with a cost of only $10.00 per member to participate in one of these instructional clinics. Clinics would be scheduled for Mondays or Fridays and limited to only ten (10) participants at a time. Sessions would run from 9:00 am to approximately 11:30 am. Each club member would receive about 13 minutes of personalized attention and 10 minutes of group instruction. Dennis was encouraged to continue with the development of this program, with hopes of an early start-up.

11. Umpire Ron. Our Day Play games have been officiated by Umpire Ron at no cost to our club. Three days a week, Ron rides the bus down to Redwood City from San Francisco and then walks to Red Morton Park. As a token of appreciation, the club presented Umpire Ron with $50.00 in bus tokens to assist in covering his travel expenses.

12. Club Donation Received. Club President Glen Kovas donated another cash donation of $500.00 to the club treasury. Glen has been a consistent contributor in support to our club and its many activities.
13. Next Meeting Date.  Our next Board Meeting will be on Monday, December 3, 2007, at 7:00 pm, in Redwood City. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Joseph Kirby, Acting Secretary

November 6, 2007
