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Sept 2002



THE FLASHOVER

Reno County Firefighters Association

RCFFA NEXT MEETING
The meeting this month has been cancelled due to the proximity to the state fair.

Coming Events Ó¿Ó
Reno County Fire Chiefs Meeting - 1st Wed of Month at Basement of Courthouse 7:00 P.M. No Meeting June - August

Reno County Firefighters Association Meeting - 3rd Wed of Month at 7:30 P.M. Location Varies, No Meeting Jun–Aug, Dec

Oct 2, Fire Chief’s Mtg

Oct 12, Pump Testing

Oct 16, RCFFA Meeting

RCFFA Minutes
Apr 20, 2002   

The meeting was at Haven.  We looked over their equipment and discussed grass fires. Meeting was shortened due to storms in the area. 

The United States Fire Administration (USFA) announced that 74 firefighter fatalities have been reported in 2002.

Chiefs Meeting
Sept 4, 2002

Discussed FF1 course at HCC including feedback of pass/fail rates and other requirements. Bobby White and Steve Kelly have been promoted to Asst Fire Chief's in Dist #3.  County Fire Department budgets were distributed by Ed Williams. Bill Guy discussed needing GPS locations for all tornado sirens in the county. The dedication of the new Hutchinson Fire Station #6 at 43rd and Plum will be held Sept 11 at 11:45. Implementation of Emergency Medical Dispatching System will occur in Sept. Planned pump tests for Oct 12. Dist #6 is progressing on their new building with the floor poured and the metal building to be arriving soon. Medic #3 quarters at Arlington should be ready this month.

FLASHOVER

If you have email let us know so we can save some money using email vs. snail mail!! You will also get notified of special events that may miss the Flashover, and be able to click on any links in the newsletter to save typing them in. Get the info before others in your department. This saves a lot on postage costs and time for distribution.

Fire Grants 2002

South Hutchinson was selected as a recipient for 2 fire grants this year. The first one was for installation of smoke detectors in the community. The grants main intent was to protect those over 65 and under 5 and was funded by the CDC with KDHE  administering it in Kansas. This is part of a 5 year grant program in which 4 communities are selected each year. The key to this grant was they had to be installed by organizations within the community, not handed out. The smoke detectors provided have 10 year lithium batteries and cannot be replaced or taken apart. The manufacturers recommend smoke detectors be replaced every 10 years. This grant not only provided almost 800 smoke detectors to the community but also over $5,000 to be used for travel, brochures, and also mailbox numbers to more readily find addresses for emergency services. 

The second grant received was part of the Fire Act Grant. Of  the estimated $43,000 in equipment costs requested, the federal grant money will provide over $38,000. This money will be used for hose(5 inch and 1 3/4 inch) and adapters, nozzles,  6 new air packs to replace several types, training tapes and books,  a portable monitor, and a gas monitor.

Emergency Medical Priority Dispatch System 

Effective at 7:00 a.m. on September 17, 2002, the Hutchinson/Reno County Emergency Communications (HRCEC) will start dispatching utilizing a Medical Priority Dispatch System (ProQA) whereby dispatchers will be prioritizing calls and assigning emergency levels.  The priority and assignment of types of medical calls was developed in cooperation with the Reno County EMS and the Hutchinson Hospital Critical Care Committee.

The following are important items to remember:

Dispatching alert methods will not change, i.e. pagers and/or radios.

Tandem response with First Responders will continue; this includes Fire Departments on injury vehicle accidents.

Fire Departments may request EMS response for stand-by and First Responders agencies will be used for stand-by in their areas.

Law Enforcement and/or Fire Departments will be responded to medical calls in hazardous situations and locations.

In using the ProQA, HRCEC dispatchers will be using “Key Questions” to determine the medical problem prior to dispatching units.  “Key Questions” will be asked on all requests for dispatch of medical agencies.

Once the medical problem is determined, emergency units will be dispatched either, “Respond 10-37” or “Respond 10-39”.  A “10-39” call denoting red light and siren and a “10-37” call denoting regular traffic.  The dispatcher will try to relay as much pertinent information to the responding emergency agencies as soon as possible prior to the arrival at the dispatched location.

(A copy of the EMD Medical and Trauma Conditions and the respective Response Modes can be obtained from Hutchinson/Reno County Emergency Communications.)

Questions - contact Dale Kuhn

