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     Apr 2003



THE FLASHOVER

Reno County Firefighters Association

RCFFA NEXT MEETING
Please attend one of the storm spotters meeting that the Emergency Management Office has scheduled in the area. There are several scheduled to help enable everyone to attend.

RCFFA Meeting held Nov 20 was at Dist #8 Station 1 at HABIT. Mark Saylor from HCC showed their wildland fire truck and explained and demonstrated the Compressed Air Foam System(CAFS).

4 Library books were given to each of the public libraries in Reno County from the Firefighters Association and the local fire departments. They are for use by the grade school and are on firefighting. 

Chief Frazier moves to Florida

Hutchinson Fire Chief Frazier has taken a job in Florida and has moved. We wish him the best in his new job.

Kim Forbes has been named as acting chief for Hutchinson Fire Dept.
Coming Events Ó¿Ó
Reno County Fire Chiefs Meeting - 1st Wed of Month at Basement of Courthouse 7:00 P.M. No Meeting June - August

Reno County Firefighters Association Meeting - 3rd Wed of Month at 7:30 P.M. Location Varies, No Meeting June–August, Dec

March - Spotter Training

Mar 17, Jaws training at Dist #8, Sta #2

Apr 2, Fire Chief’s Mtg

The United States Fire Administration (USFA) announced that 14 firefighter fatalities have been reported in 2003.

Fire Grant 2003

Many Fire Departments are working on a grant that is due early in April. There is a 10% match for the smaller departments, with the grant paying 90%. Each department can apply for a grant in one of 4 categories. The maximum grant application is $750,000 with about $750 million available for this program.

STORM SPOTTER TRAINING

Storm Spotter Training will be provided by Bill Guy and the National Weather Service on the following dates and locations:

Mar 18 6:30PM Courthouse Basement

Mar 26 7:00PM

South Hutch Police Department—Spotters only, Please.

Mar 19,20,&27 

9:00AM-11:00AM & 2:00PM-4:00PM Hutchinson Fire Station #1 will be hosting Storm Spotter Training.  There is available seating if you can not make it to any other sessions.

Bill Guy, Emergency Management, would like to improve spotter reporting in the county and would like all spotters to at least attend training every other year. This information not only provides new information, but also is a great refresher. The National Weather Service has provided training the last several years and has been very impressive and interesting.
Chiefs Meeting
Dec 11, 2002

Elections of officers:

Pres-Jeff Fountain

V. Pres-Curly Gingerich

Sec-Steve Rippie

Treas-Dan Gehring

Michelle Shank discussed storm sirens available from Hutchinson that have been replaced with new ones. Recent arson fires consuming hay was discussed. Voted to donate $1000 to the Reno County Chaplains for their use. The Chaplains have provided food when needed at larger fires for the Fire Departments. They are also converting a used RCAT bus to use for their services. Bill Guy discussed generators for fire stations and capacity needed. Chiefs also discussed ladder testing.

  Jan 8, 2003

Discussed storm sirens and NFPA standards for Pumpers. Responses to unknown 10-48's and representation on the 911 Advisory Board was discussed. We tested CO detectors at this meeting. Ed King, Turon, invited everyone to the propane truck that would be set up at their fire station on Saturday.
Feb 5, 2003

We talked about status of representation on 911 Advisory Board. Discussed and approved existing mutual aid response in the county for Jaws and Hutchinson Fire Dept. Michelle informed Chiefs about forms and vouchers required. The code to the basement for access to the EOC, Emergency Management and Dispatch has been changed and now requires a background check before gaining access to this area. Mark discussed training funds and Capital Day on Feb 24.

Mar 5, 2003  

John Higgins, VFIS, attended and discussed raining tapes that were sent to the departments and would like to teach a driver training class.  LD Peevyhouse gave the departments smoke detectors, information and applications to install. Mark Saylor discussed the use of Training Funds for FF1 and FF2 classes. He also discussed some options to obtain a fire house for use in the county. We also discussed storm spotter training classes.
KSFFA Regional Schools – 2003

SCAFFA at Topeka - March 13-16, 2003 
Comanche County - April 4, 5 & 6
 Labette Cnty-May 15-18
Concordia - June 7-8
Colby - July 12-13
Ellis County-August 9-10
Liberal - September 6-7

Leoti - October 4-5, 2003
Plainville- November 1-2

 Emporia - December 6-7 
FLASHOVER

If you have email let us know so we can save some money using email vs. snail mail!! You will also get notified of special events that may miss the Flashover, and be able to click on any links in the newsletter to save typing them in. Get the info before others in your department. This saves a lot on postage costs and time for distribution. Please help us to save time and $. We lost the list last year and had to start over, so if you receive this by mail and have an email address please send your name, district and email address to sarippie@alltel.net

