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Oct 2002



THE FLASHOVER

Reno County Firefighters Association

RCFFA NEXT MEETING
Wed Oct , 2002  

7:30 PM

The next meeting will be at Dist #8 Station 2 at Pleasantview. We will see how much of their building has been completed since our last meeting there. We will also discuss the library books that we have talked about buying for the public libraries in the county.

Due to no meeting schedule last month, the Flashover was only distributed to the stations  to save costs and some of the info is duplicated this month. 

Coming Events Ó¿Ó
Reno County Fire Chiefs Meeting - 1st Wed of Month at Basement of Courthouse 7:00 P.M. No Meeting June - August

Reno County Firefighters Association Meeting - 3rd Wed of Month at 7:30 P.M. Location Varies, No Meeting June–August, Dec

Oct 23, RCFFA Meeting

Oct 24-26 KS State Assoc of Fire Chiefs Annual Conf, Topeka, KS

Nov 2-3, KSFFA Regional Fire School at Lyons, KS

Nov 6, Fire Chief’s Mtg

Nov 20, RCFFA Meeting

Chiefs Meeting
Sept 4, 2002

Discussed FF1 course at HCC including feedback of pass/fail rates and other requirements. Bobby White and Steve Kelly have been promoted to Asst Fire Chief's in Dist #3.  County Fire Department budgets were distributed by Ed Williams. Bill Guy discussed needing GPS locations for all tornado sirens in the county. The dedication of the new Hutchinson Fire Station #6 at 43rd and Plum will be held Sept 11 at 11:45. Implementation of Emergency Medical Dispatching System will occur in Sept. Pump tests are scheduled for Oct 12. Dist #6 is progressing on their new building with the floor poured and the metal building to be arriving soon. Medic #3 quarters at Arlington should be ready this month.

Chiefs Meeting
Oct 2, 2002

Mark Sayler, HCC discussed the passing statistics for FF1 and state certification. Also discussed FF1 and FF2 courses in the evening at the South Campus. John Higgins from VFIS was present to discuss insurance concerns and the Train the Trainer Driver Training Course.  Bill Guy had information on the cost of a generator for the fire stations. Oct 12 Pump testing is scheduled for all departments wanting to participate. Oct 23 the Emergency Manager of the Year Award will be presented to Bill Guy in the County Commissioner's chambers at the courthouse at 9 am.  Medic #3 has moved into their new station at Arlington. Brought up the issue of who is responsible for repeater for county fire frequency. 
The United States Fire Administration (USFA) announced that 81 firefighter fatalities have been reported in 2002.

2001 KS Emergency Manager of the Year Award

Bill Guy, Reno County Emergency Management Director, was awarded the Emergency Manager of the Year Award in 2001. Due to scheduling conflicts there was never a formal presentation. The presentation will occur at 9 am on Oct 23 at the County Commissioners Chambers in the Reno County Courthouse. Hope to see you there.

FLASHOVER

If you have email let us know so we can save some money using email vs. snail mail!! You will also get notified of special events that may miss the Flashover, and be able to click on any links in the newsletter to save typing them in. Get the info before others in your department. This saves a lot on postage costs and time for distribution. Please help us to save time and $ . We lost the list last year and had to start over, so if you receive this by mail and have an email address please send your name, district and email address to southhutchfire@cox.net
Thanks

Fire Prevention Week

"Team Up for Fire Safety" is the theme for Fire Prevention Week 2002, which takes place October 6-12 this year. In its 80th year of commemoration, FPW is formally proclaimed by the President of the United States each year and officially sponsored by NFPA. National partners in the "Team Up for Fire Safety" campaign include FEMA's United States Fire Administration, the Home Safety Council, and Underwriters Laboratories, Inc., with generous support from First Alert. Local partnerships include the nation's first responders, other community safety advocates, and local schools.

Every fire safety team starts with firefighters, but we can't do it alone. Effective fire safety depends on teamwork. It's a simple idea: team up with people whom you live, work, play and worship, so that all of you will be better prepared to prevent, and if necessary, survive a home fire.

Many fire departments visited their local school to promote fire prevention and fire safety!!

KSFFA Regional Schools – 2002

Nov. 2-3 Rice County & Lyons
Dec. 7-8 Trego County & WaKeeney

Courses at Lyons, KS include: Vehicle Extrication, "Fire Attack": Tactics of Initial Company Response, Defensive Driving, Ropes and Ladders, Saving Our Own, Pump Operations, Car Fire practices, Fire Cause and Determination, Salvage and Overhaul. KSFFA Burn Trailer

THESE COURSES ARE OFFERED AT NO CHARGE and taught by the KSFFA Instructors. All firefighters/EMS may attend this school. No pre-registration required to take courses. You may take one or more classes. You do not need to attend both days unless the class you are taking is 12 hrs.

For More Information Contact: Chief Jim Miller at (620) 562-7930 or email Chris Standard, KSFFA 1st Vice-President at greg@swko.net 
Fire Grants 2002

South Hutchinson was selected as a recipient for 2 fire grants this year. The first one was for installation of smoke detectors in the community. The grants main intent was to protect those over 65 and under 5 and was funded by the CDC with KDHE  administering it in Kansas. This is part of a 5 year grant program in which 4 communities are selected each year. The key to this grant was they had to be installed by organizations within the community, not handed out. The smoke detectors provided have 10 year lithium batteries and cannot be replaced or taken apart. The manufacturers recommend smoke detectors be replaced every 10 years. This grant not only provided almost 800 smoke detectors to the community but also over $5,000 to be used for travel, brochures, and also mailbox numbers to more readily find addresses for emergency services. 

The second grant received was part of the Fire Act Grant. Of the estimated $43,000 in equipment costs requested, the federal grant money will provide over $38,000. This money will be used for hose(5 inch and 1 3/4 inch) and adapters, nozzles,  6 new air packs to replace several types, training tapes and books,  a portable monitor, and a gas monitor.

Emergency Medical Priority Dispatch System 

Effective at 7:00 a.m. on September 17, 2002, the Hutchinson/Reno County Emergency Communications (HRCEC) will start dispatching utilizing a Medical Priority Dispatch System (ProQA) whereby dispatchers will be prioritizing calls and assigning emergency levels.  The priority and assignment of types of medical calls was developed in cooperation with the Reno County EMS and the Hutchinson Hospital Critical Care Committee.

The following are important items to remember:

Dispatching alert methods will not change, i.e. pagers and/or radios.

Tandem response with First Responders will continue; this includes Fire Departments on injury vehicle accidents.

Fire Departments may request EMS response for stand-by and First Responders agencies will be used for stand-by in their areas.

Law Enforcement and/or Fire Departments will be responded to medical calls in hazardous situations and locations.

In using the ProQA, HRCEC dispatchers will be using “Key Questions” to determine the medical problem prior to dispatching units.  “Key Questions” will be asked on all requests for dispatch of medical agencies.

Once the medical problem is determined, emergency units will be dispatched either, “Respond 10-37” or “Respond 10-39”.  A “10-39” call denoting red light and siren and a “10-37” call denoting regular traffic.  The dispatcher will try to relay as much pertinent information to the responding emergency agencies as soon as possible prior to the arrival at the dispatched location.

(A copy of the EMD Medical and Trauma Conditions and the respective Response Modes can be obtained from Hutchinson/Reno County Emergency Communications.)

Questions - contact Dale Kuhn

