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THE FLASHOVER

Reno County Firefighters Association

RCFFA NEXT MEETING
Wed Nov 20, 2002  

7:30 PM

The next meeting will be at Dist #8 Station 1 at HABIT. Bobby White from HCC will demo and explain their Compressed Air Foam System(CAFS).
Coming Events Ó¿Ó
Reno County Fire Chiefs Meeting - 1st Wed of Month at Basement of Courthouse 7:00 P.M. No Meeting June - August

Reno County Firefighters Association Meeting - 3rd Wed of Month at 7:30 P.M. Location Varies, No Meeting June–August, Dec

Nov 20, RCFFA Meeting

Dec 4, Chief’s Mtg

Dec - no RCFFA Mtg

RCFFA Meeting

Oct 23, 2002
Meeting was held at Dist #8, Station 2 at Pleasantview. The classroom, kitchen, office and classrooms have progressed a long way since our last meeting there and really looks nice. They still have a few finishing touches to complete it and the furnishings.  Members voted to donate three fire related books to each of the public libraries in Reno County. These will be donated from the RCFFA and the local fire depts. Thanks to Todd Strain for providing refreshments.

Chiefs Meeting
Nov 6, 2002

Discussed tactical radio frequencies used for and whether licenses were current. Michelle is comparing phone companies and billings that the County Fire Districts use. Bill Guy discussed the old storm sirens from Hutchinson which could be used in outlying areas and towns. 

The statewide hazmat response team will have a mock exercise with Hutchinson Fire Dept on Nov 7. Bill also discussed the possibility of Central Prairie RC&D developing a Master Fire Plan within Reno County that can be used by all the Fire Depts. In Jan the RC&D will be hosting a 3 day grant writing class. The Emergency Management Office will also be using the remaining $18,000 from the Safe Room Grant to buy a generator, and update a bus used for a command post. Bill also has a new Hazmat Radiological Course which he can provide to the Fire Depts for their Hazmat Awareness Course. L.D. Peevyhouse told about the Smoke Detector Grant which was received by the Reno County Health Dept that the fire depts will be involved with.  Kenny Burgess attended the State Fire Chief's Annual Conference in Topeka and reported on it. 

2001 KS Emergency Manager of the Year Award

Bill Guy, Reno County Emergency Management Director, was awarded the Emergency Manager of the Year Award in 2001. The presentation occurred Oct 23 at the Reno County Courthouse. Many of Bill's counterparts from several counties in Kansas attended. It was a long awaited and well deserved award!!

Alvin Epp Dies

Alvin Epp, 63, died Nov 8 at his home in Turon. Alvin was a firefighter for more than 20 years, most of which he served as Fire Chief for Reno County Dist #7 located in Turon. He was a maintenance worker for the city of Turon and served in the U.S. Army during the Korean War. Funeral services were held Nov 12 in Turon. Memorials may be sent to the Turon EMT's or the Turon Senior Center. Our condolences go out to his family.  

Hazmat Training Exercise

Hutchinson Fire Dept had a training exercise with the State response team, the 73rd Civil Support Team(CST) of the Kansas National Guard based in Topeka. This unit is one of 32 in the nation and was training for its December certification test. The full-time unit is part of the Homeland Defense Program to prepare for bioterrorist threats. Approximately 6 government vehicles arrived on site with a variety of trailers and equipment. The Comm truck was set up with satellite capability that could provide Internet, telephone and radio communications, and weather data collection. The team's mission is to support civilian authorities with its state of the art testing and monitoring equipment. 

Hutchinson Fire Dept responded to the initial call and then the CST arrived a few hours into the incident. The CST did not take over the incident but worked together with the Fire Dept to diagnose and resolve the situation. Others agencies involved at the exercise were Reno County Emergency Management, Reno County Sheriff's Dept, as well as Reno Count EMS and Reno County Chaplains.    

The United States Fire Administration (USFA) announced that 83 firefighter fatalities have been reported in 2002.

FLASHOVER

If you have email let us know so we can save some money using email vs. snail mail!! You will also get notified of special events that may miss the Flashover, and be able to click on any links in the newsletter to save typing them in. Get the info before others in your department. This saves a lot on postage costs and time for distribution. Please help us to save time and $ . We lost the list last year and had to start over, so if you receive this by mail and have an email address please send your name, district and email address to southhutchfire@cox.net
KSFFA Regional Schools – 2002

Dec. 7-8 Trego County & WaKeeney

KSFFA Regional Schools – 2003

Axtell - January 11-12

KU Winter School at Wichita - February 7-9
SCAFFA at Topeka - March 13-16

Comanche Cnty-April 5-6

Labette Cnty- May 15-18

Concordia - June 7-8, 2003
Colby - July 12-13, 2003
Ellis County - August 9-10, 2003
Liberal - September 6-7
Leoti- October 4-5

Plainville - November 1-2

Emporia - December 6-7
Fire Grants 2002

Reno County Health Dept was selected as a recipient for the smoke detector grant this year. The grants main intent is to protect those over 65 and under 5 and was funded by the CDC with KDHE administering it in Kansas. This is part of a 5 year grant program in which 4 communities are selected each year. The key to this grant was they had to be installed by organizations within the community, not handed out. The smoke detectors provided have 10 year lithium batteries and cannot be replaced or taken apart. The manufacturers recommend smoke detectors be replaced every 10 years. The local fire departments will be doing the installation throughout the county as homes are identified. Contact your local fire chief or the Reno County Health Dept for additional information.


HEART ATTACK LEADING CAUSE OF DEATH FOR FIREFIGHTERS
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The United States Fire Administration (USFA) released today a comprehensive study which examines the causes of deaths for "on-duty" firefighters. The USFA Firefighter Fatality Retrospective Study: 1990-2000 is an in-depth analysis as to the causes for more than 1,000 on-duty deaths which have occurred in the United States during the last decade of the 20th century. The goal of the study is to identify trends in firefighter mortality, and use the information to help reduce firefighter deaths by 25% in 5 (five) years.

The key findings of the study include:
- The leading cause of death for firefighters is heart attack (44 percent). Death from trauma, including internal and head injuries, is the second leading cause of death (27 percent). Asphyxia and burns account for 20 percent of firefighter fatalities.

- Each year in the United States, approximately 100 firefighters are killed while on duty and tens of thousands are injured. Although the number of firefighter fatalities has steadily decreased over the past 20 years, the incidence of firefighter fatalities per 100,000 incidents has actually risen over the last 5 years, with 1999 having the highest rate of firefighter fatalities per 100,000 incidents since 1978.

- Firefighters under the age of 35 are more likely to be killed by traumatic injuries than they are to die from medical causes (e.g., heart attack, stroke). After age 35, the proportion of deaths due to traumatic injuries decreases, and the proportion of deaths due to medical causes rises steadily.

- Since 1984, motor vehicle collisions (MVCs) have accounted for between 20 and 25 percent of all firefighter fatalities, annually. One quarter of the firefighters who died in MVCs were killed in private/personally owned vehicles (POVs). Following POVs, the apparatus most often involved in fatal collisions were water tankers, engines/pumpers, and airplanes. More firefighters are killed in tanker collisions than in engines and ladders combined.

- About 27 percent of fatalities killed in MVCs were ejected from the vehicle at the time of the collision. Only 21 percent of firefighters were reportedly wearing their seatbelts prior to the collision.

- Approximately 60 percent of all firefighter fatalities were individuals over the age of 40, and one-third were over the age of 50. Nationwide, firefighters over the age of 40 make up 46 percent of the fire service, with those over 50 accounting for only 16 percent of firefighters. About 40 percent of volunteer firefighters are over the age of 50, compared to 25 percent of career firefighters.

- The majority of firefighter fatalities (57 percent) were members of local or municipal volunteer fire agencies (including combination departments, which are comprised of both career and volunteer personnel).  Full-time career firefighters account for 33 percent of firefighter
fatalities. Numerically more volunteer firefighters are killed than career personnel, yet career personnel lose their lives at a rate disproportionate to their representation in the fire service.

- In many fire departments, EMS calls account for between 50 and 80 percent of their emergency call volume. These EMS incidents result in only 3 percent of firefighter fatalities. Trauma (internal/head) accounts for the deaths of 50 percent of firefighters who were involved in EMS
operations at the time of their fatal injury. Another 38 percent involved in EMS operations died from heart attack.

For the past 25 years, the United States Fire Administration (USFA) has tracked the number of firefighter fatalities and conducted an annual analysis. Through the collection of this information on the causes of firefighter deaths, the USFA is able to focus on specific problems and direct national efforts to finding solutions for the reduction of firefighter fatalities in the future. The information in this study is also used to measure the effectiveness of current programs directed toward firefighter health and safety. One of the USFA main program goals is a 25 percent reduction in firefighter fatalities in 5 years and a 50 percent reduction within 10 years.


Oops! Firefighters Chew Up Wrong Car(Boston Herald)
Framingham firefighters usually have their choice of junk cars on which to practice using their metal-crunching rescue tools, and Friday's selection of a 14-year-old Honda seemed no different. 

But when the owner returned to the vehicle he had parked earlier that day, it was a decision the firefighters came to regret. Antonio Rocha, 32, of Framingham, found the windows of his car gone and the doors and roof ripped off. 

``They made it into a convertible with no doors,'' said Framingham police Sgt. Michael Esposito. 

Rocha had parked his car behind a fire station on state-owned land where tow companies sometimes drop off junk cars for the fire department to train on, Barbieri said. 

Rocha, who could not be reached for comment, was at a large auto auction when he parked his car there. 

``It was parked next to vehicles we were using for training,'' said Framingham Deputy Fire Chief Thomas Barbieri. ``This car they accidentally used for training was an older car with approximately 200,000 miles on it.''  

Barbieri said he didn't know what the department's plans were to compensate Rocha.

