PINE VALLEY REPEATER, LTD (RICHLAND COUNTY ARES/RACES)
MINUTES OF THE JULY 19, 2007 MEETING 

President Bob Naegele opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. (2400 UTC)

PRESENT:  Bob Naegele, Dick Neumann, Chris Kanable, Mary Maclay, Josh Lesetmoe, Brice McCauley, Roger Nicholson, Laura Rockland, Shawn Rockland, Richard McLaughlin, Dan Brewer, Ken Ramsden, Mike Kaufman, Linda Kaufman

ABSENT:  Glen Dunne, Carl Syvertson, Andrew Rinehart (military), Cole Muth, Nancy McLaughlin, Heidi McLaughlin, Jesse Peckham, Joe Harrell, Kevin Gulsrud, Laura Dobranski, Tony Dobranski, Stacey Martyniuk, Charles Tustison, Kent Bruckner, Gus Slayback, Walt Lesetmoe, Zach Christian, Herb Carter, Dana Wilson, Bill Muth, Mike Wolkomir 

GUESTS:  Brad Holcomb – W0WDX; Heather Jones 

MINUTES:  The minutes of the June 14, 2007 meeting were approved. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Dick gave the treasurer’s report.  The report was approved.  He stated that the funds in the Tower Account will start to be drawn down soon.
ARES/RACES NET REPORT:  Bob reported that the Sunday evening Net is going along quite well.  There is an average of 16 – 19 people checking into the Net.  He reported that a new Net Control, Laura Rockland, is doing a great job as a “first timer”.  Shawn Rockland volunteered to be Net Control for the month of August.  

BLOG REPORT:  Mary reported that the last entry to the blog was in April.  Chris suggested adding photos of the Field Day to the blog.  Bob said that Dick was working on a webpage for the Club.  

OLD BUSINESS – ARES/RACES: 
1. Bob reported that SSC was pleased with the work performed by PVR during the annual SSC concert.  Once again, storm spotters were activated to report on hazardous storms that were approaching.  The concert grounds were cleared, partly due to the reports of our storm spotters.  Good job. 

NEW BUSINESS – ARES/RACES:

1. No new business was discussed. 

OLD BUSINESS – PVR:

1. Bob reported that the antenna relocation will take place soon.  He discussed the repeater radio equipment, the controller, and the antenna that PVR will purchase.  The antenna will be a vertical antenna 29.5’ tall.  

2)

a. We have not yet received approval from the Tower designer concerning our plans.  The repeater will be a Kenwood TKR 750/850.  The controller will be a remote controlled – RC210.  Bob said that the gear will arrive soon and will be installed at the present site to “put some time on it.”  



b.  If all goes well, the WRCO tower will be up by late September.  



c.  Kraemer Co. has been informed of our plans as well as the Richland     

                            Hospital.  Some discussion followed this announcement. 

2. The Electronics Course.  Bob reported that the course is winding down.  There  

      should be one or two more sessions.  He said that the electronics “building   

      blocks” are in place if the class members want to pursue electronics.  If he   

      can find a good course, he will go on from here. 
NEW BUSINESS – PVR: 

1. The Richland County Fair.  Chris reported that Darin said that the Emergency  

      Management Command Post site will stay where it is.  PVR would like to   

      setup the tower/beam antenna but there is not enough space where we were 

      last year.  Chris said that Darin informed him that PVR can find another site if 

      we want to.   This will be investigated. 

OLD BUSINESS – PVR:

1. There is another Bike Ride scheduled for Saturday, August 11.  However, this 

      conflicts with two (2) other PVR activities – Walk With Grace and the 

      Swapfest in Baraboo.  The Bike Ride is a long one, and it will be a long day.  

      Those who want to participate may do so if they wish.

2.  Everybody has picked up their ID Tags except --- Gus Slayback and Joe 

      Harrell.  Bob has them and will bring them to the August meeting. 

3. The second Brat Stand will be held in the parking lot of Ed’s Family Foods on 
      Friday/Saturday, Aug. 17/18.  Volunteers are needed for this event.  Please
      contact Chris if you can work. 

4. Bob displayed the PVR handout created by Charles.  He said he has 100 of 

      them to be used at our events.

5. Walt has tapped into some sources for antenna towers.  He found several of  

      them.  2 are in Bob’s shed, and a 3rd will be available on Sunday.  There was      

                  some discussion of erecting towers in the City.  Is that a City Ordinance 

                  (Code)concerning antenna towers?  

6. The Circus City Swapfest is scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 11 in Baraboo.  

      Chris will man a table to the site, so if you have something you would like to 

      get rid of, contact Chris.

7. Dick reported that the Walk With Grace t-shirts have been ordered.  He will 

      let everybody know when the arrive so that team members may pick them up.

      If team members need more luminaries, contact Dick. 

3)
COMMUNICATIONS:  

1.  Bob asked for a show of hands of those who have made contacts using the 

                 following modes:  WIN, Echolink, HF, PSK31.  Not many present raised 

                 their hands. 

TRAINING: 

1. The group was split into two sections, one section going with Chris to the 

      EOC to discuss the setup of the communications equipment, etc.,  when

      serving as NC during storm spotting sessions, emergencies, etc.  The other 

                  group stayed in the Conference Room with Mary to discuss logging 

                  procedures.  Then, the sections were reversed so that everyone heard the

                  discussions.    

2. Before the 2008 Field Day arrives, there will be an orientation of correct

      logging procedures.  We hope to have a network of laptop computers that

      will make logging more efficient.  We will need a communicator and a logger

      at each radio site.  More on this later.

3. During field day, some operators listed the time of the contacts in local time, and some in UTC time.  We need to learn to log contacts in UTC time … which is 5 hours ahead of local time during Daylight Savings Time, and 6 hours during Standard Time.  We should have a clock in the EOC for UTC
time as well as local time.  

FUTURE TECH MEETINGS:

1. Several suggestions were made –

a. Echolink

b. How to fill out message forms – local/state Ares/Races

c. Go bags – what a go-bag should have in it

d. Slow Scan TV

e. Create a Power Point presentation about PVR

           Josh and Mike will work on this.

ADJOURNMENT: 

1. Laura made a motion to adjourn, 2nd by Roger.  Meeting adjourned at 9:05 

p.m. (0200 UTC).  

Submitted by:

Dick Neumann, W9JR

Secretary/Treasurer 

