SIMPLE PAST vs. PAST PROGRESSIVE

concurrent actions

See answers on following pages.

Write the verbs in parentheses in the simple past or the past progressive. Look for the clue(s) within each sentence to help you make up your mind.

	_______________

_______________

_______________             _______________

_______________             _______________

_______________             _______________

_______________

_______________
	1. Yesterday when I (come) back from work, I (find) the kids in the living room. They (have) a lot of fun; they (dance) and (scream). The whole pace (be) in a real mess. When they (see) me, they (feel) annoyed for a few seconds but then they (invite) me to join them and that’s precisely what I (do).



	_______________

_______________             _______________

_______________

_______________

_______________
	2. When he (have) his accident last Tuesday, Bruce (drive) too fast. He (crash) head-on-into a streetlight and (hurt) himself badly. To cap it all off, as the ambulance driver (rush) to the hospital, the ambulance (smash) into a car at a busy intersection.



	_______________

_______________             _______________

_______________             _______________


	3. As (look for) my report last Wednesday, my boss (tell) me that he (have) it in his files. After he (hand) it back to me, I  (sum up) the proposals of our hiring committee.



	______________

______________

_______________             _______________


	4. The day before yesterday, it (start) to snow heavily while I (jog). Later in the afternoon, my neighbour  across the street (have) a stroke as he (shovel) the snow from his driveway.



	______________              ______________

______________

______________
	5. Last night around 7:30, when the doorbell (ring), Frank (watch) a movie on his VCR; at the same time, my sister (clear) the table and I (do) the dishes.



	______________

______________

______________

______________               ______________

______________
	6. Last Thursday, the assistant (examine) the parcel when he (hear) a suspicious noise that (sound) like the regular ticking of an alarm clock. He (panic) and (call) the bomb squad to have them defuse what he (think) was a genuine bomb.



	______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________         ______________
	7. When I (hear) about my father’s accident last February, I (work)  in the basement and my sister (study) in her room. When my mother (break) the sad news to me, she (begin)  to shake uncontrollably. After comforting her, I (call) my best friend and (tell) her about it.



	______________

______________


	8. Last week while we (spend) the weekend up north at our country cottage, my cousin unexpectedly (arrive) from Europe.


ANSWERS

	came

found

were having                       were dancing

(were) screaming                            was

saw
felt

invited

did
	1. Yesterday when I (come) back from work, I (find) the kids in the living room. They (have) a lot of fun; they (dance) and (scream). The whole pace (be) in a real mess. When they (see) me, they (feel) annoyed for a few seconds but then they (invite) me to join them and that’s precisely what I (do).



	had

was driving
crashed

hurt

was rushing

smashed
	2. When he (have) his accident last Tuesday, Bruce (drive) too fast. He (crash) head-on-into a streetlight and (hurt) himself badly. To cap it all off, as the ambulance driver (rush) to the hospital, the ambulance (smash) into a car at a busy intersection.



	was looking for

told
had

handed            summed up
	3. As (look for) my report last Wednesday, my boss (tell) me that he (have) it in his files. After he (hand) it back to me, I  (sum up) the proposals of our hiring committee.



	started

was jogging

had                            was shovelling
	4. The day before yesterday, it (start) to snow heavily while I (jog). Later in the afternoon, my neighbour  across the street (have) a stroke as he (shovel) the snow from his driveway.



	rang                         was watching

was clearing

was doing
	5. Last night around 7:30, when the doorbell (ring), Frank (watch) a movie on his VCR; at the same time, my sister (clear) the table and I (do) the dishes.



	was examining

heard

sounded

panicked
called

thought
	6. Last Thursday, the assistant (examine) the parcel when he (hear) a suspicious noise that (sound) like the regular ticking of an alarm clock. He (panic) and (call) the bomb squad to have them defuse what he (think) was a genuine bomb.



	heard

was working

was studying

broke

began

called

told
	7. When I (hear) about my father’s accident last February, I (work)  in the basement and my sister (study) in her room. When my mother (break) the sad news to me, she (begin)  to shake uncontrollably. After comforting her, I (call) my best friend and (tell) her about it.



	were spending

arrived
	8. Last week while we (spend) the weekend up north at our country cottage, my cousin unexpectedly (arrive) from Europe.


