Parallel Structures:  Quiz time


Directions: Read the following sentences.  If the sentence is correct, don't change anything.  If the sentence is incorrect, find the parallel structure problem and fix it.

1. The factory workers were ready, able, and were quite determined to do a great job.

2. The computer network is safer, stronger, and more secure. 

3.  We cannot be worried or terrified of difficulties in life. 

4.  The actor taught his student how to read, how to stand, how to cry, and to talk with fans. 

5.  The requirements for a chemistry degree are not as strict as a medical degree.
6.  You can join either the armed forces or the navy. 

7.  The reorganization of the company is neither simple nor it will be cheap.   

8.  When I was in high school, I learned piano and how to play the guitar. 

9.  Fred supports the idea because of its simplicity and it is unique. 

10.  They are either our friends or they are not. 

Answers:   Answers are in red. 

1. The factory workers were ready, able, and were quite determined to do a great job. 

The factory workers were ready, able, and determined to do a great job. 

2. The computer network is safer, stronger, and more secure.  

NO CHANGE.  This sentence is correct.  All items in the list are comparative adjectives.  Safer and stronger use -er, but secure uses more.

3.  We cannot be worried or terrified of the difficulties in life.  

We cannot be worried about or terrified of the difficulties in life. (The adj.’s don’t take the same preposition.)

4.  The actor taught his student how to read, how to stand, how to cry, and to talk with fans.  

The actor taught his student how to read, how to stand, how to cry, and how to talk with fans. 

5.  The requirements for a chemistry degree are not as strict as a medical degree. 

The requirements for a chemistry degree are not as strict as the requirements for a medical degree. 

-OR- 

The requirements for a chemistry degree are not as strict as those for a medical degree.  (Those refers to the requirements) 

6.  You can join either the army or the navy.
You can join either the army or the navy. 

7.  The reorganization of the company is neither simple nor it will be cheap.   

The reorganization of the company is neither simple nor cheap.   

8.  When I was in high school, I learned piano and how to play the guitar. 

When I was in high school, I learned how to play the piano and guitar. 

9.  Fred supports the idea because of its simplicity and it is unique.
Fred supports the idea because of its simplicity and uniqueness.

Fred supports the idea because it is simple and unique. 
10.  They are either our friends or they are not. 

They are either our friends or our enemies. 
They are either with us or against us.

