Modal Exercises

1.  Look at each of the sentences below and identify the meaning of each modal, choosing from the list below.  Refer to the list of modal auxiliaries when necessary.

suggestion        polite request        obligation        past ability            promise        permission 

 result of a condition          future          supposition

a.  He must be at home.  


____________________________

b.  He must do his homework right now. 
____________________________

c.  I will help you with that. 

____________________________

d.  If I had money, I would pay for dinner. 
____________________________

e.  It will start in a few minutes. 

____________________________

f.  May I talk to you ? 


____________________________

g.  Would you pass me the salt, please ?
 ____________________________

h.  You should fix the car. 

____________________________

Modal verbs change the meaning of sentences.  In the next exercises, match the sentences on the left with the most appropriate interpretation on the right.
1.  I can go to the store.

_____ 
a.  It would be a very good idea for me to go to the store.

2.  I might go to the store.
_____
b.  I am definitely going to the store.  I intend to.

3.  I must go to the store.

_____ 
c.  I have to go to the store.  I am obliged to.

4.  I ought to go to the store.
_____  
d.  It’s possible that I will go to the store, but I am not sure if I will.

5.  I will go to the store.

_____  
e.  I am able to go to the store.

1.  Can you close the window ?
_____ 
a.  Am I permitted to close the window ?  Is it allowed ?

2.  May I close the window ?
_____ 
b.  I am asking you politely.  Are you willing to close the window ?

3.  Should you close the window ?
_____ 
c.  Is it a good idea and well advised to close the window ?

4.  Would you close the window ? _____ 
d.  Is it possible for you to close the window ?

1.  Can you fix the car ?


_____ 
a.  Are you willing to fix the car as long as I pay you ?

2.  If I paid you, would you fix the car ?
_____    b.  Are you able to fix the car ?

3.  Must you fix the car ?


_____  
c.  Is it a good idea to fix the car ?

4.  Should you fix the car ?

_____ 
d.  Do you have to fix the car now ?  Are you obliged to ?
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1.  I can go to the store.
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a.  It would be a very good idea for me to go to the store.

2.  I might go to the store.
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a.  Are you willing to fix the car as long as I pay you ?

2.  If I paid you, would you fix the car ?
1   
 b.  Are you able to fix the car ?
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