False Cognates (or Faux Amis)
False cognates (or “faux amis”) are words that look similar in two languages, but mean different things in each language.  Remember, when you read a sentence in which a cognate plays a crucial role and the French meaning of the words does not seem to work, use your dictionary.

In the pairs of words below, match each word with its definition.

Example:

(a) bookstore 

(b) library

____ a place to borrow books, for free, with a card

____ a place to buy books

1. (a) conductor

____ someone who drives a train

(b) driver

____ someone who drives a car / bus / taxi

2. (a) ask


____ to pose a question politely

(b) demand

____ to request something in a serious, forceful manner

3. (a) circulation

____ pertaining to automobiles

(b) traffic

____ pertaining to newspapers; blood

4. (a) photograph

____ a picture

(b) photographer
____ a person who takes pictures

5. (a) engaged

____ given a job

(b) hired


____ going to be married

6. (a) parents

____ your mother and father (only)

(b) relatives

____ people in your family (mother, father, aunts, uncles, etc.)

7. (a) stage


____ a practice term in the workforce related to your studies

(b) internship

____ a place in a theatre where actor put on a play

8. (a) basement

____ the part of a house that is below ground level

(b) cave


____ a hole in the earth; possible home for bears or bats

9. (a) experience

____ pertaining to science

(b) experiment

____ pertaining to life in general

10. (a) essay


____ to make an effort

(b) try

____ written production with an introduction, development, and conclusion

11. (a) souvenir

____ an object you keep to remember an event 

(b) memory

____ the recollection of an event in your mind

12. (a) journal

____ a publication of current events in a community

(b) newspaper
____ a collection of scientific articles OR a personal book for writing about your thoughts or daily life

  13. (a) rest


____ stopping for a moment in order to take a break

(b) stay


____ living in a place

14. (a) inscription

____ words engraved on a monument or other object

(b) registration

____ the event to officially sign up for a course, etc.

15. (a) leave


____ to decide to stop doing something (a job, school)

(b) quit


____ to depart from a place

16. (a) attend

____ to be present for an event

(b) assist

____ to help someone with something

17. (a) balance

____ a weighing instrument

(b) scale


____ the state of equilibrium

18. (a) business

____ commercial or industrial work

(b) affair

____ sexual liaison

19. (a) cry


____ to shed tears, when you are sad

(b) scream

____ to raise the volume of your voice

20. (a) derange

____ to make someone insane

(b) bother

____ trouble; slightly disturb 

21. (a) phrase

____ an expression

(b) sentence

____ a complete thought, finishing with a period when written

22. (a) mark


____ a written message or record of information; musical symbol
(b) note


____ letter or number showing the evaluation of school work

23. (a) grapes

____ a fruit that grows on a vine

(b) raisins

____ a dried grape

24. (a) critic


____ a critical opinion of a book, movie, etc.

(b) review

____ a person who gives a critical opinion of a book, movie, etc.

25. (a) summary

____ a short version giving all main ideas of a longer document

(b) résumé

____ a document presented to a possible employer when looking for a job

26. (a) meeting

____ gathering of people who have been apart for a long time

(b) reunion

____ gathering of people who have work to do together

Now, in each of these sentences, underline the false cognate and replace it with a more appropriate word.

1. They decided to have a finished cave in their new house.

2. The social worker was engaged to work with juvenile delinquents.

3. Melvin asked the conductor of the bus why he was going so fast.

4. Julie begins her stage with the government next week.

5. The psychologist decided to conduct an experience with the mentally deficient patient.

6. “Oh, I’m sorry to have deranged you.  I must have dialled the wrong number.”

7. There is usually a lot of circulation on the streets at 5:00 p.m.

8. I hope to get good notes in all of my courses this semester.

9. They wanted to make one more essay to convince him to stop using drugs.

10. Do you have a balance in your apartment?  I think I am gaining weight.

11. I have a reunion with my team from my philosophy class today.  It’s for a project.

12. We have to do résumés of several texts in our literature course.

13. All of her parents, including her cousins, wanted to help her, but she refused.

14. They lost everything in the fire, but they will always have great souvenirs of their home.

15. Alex quit the room angrily and slammed the door.

16. I read Mr. Ebert’s critic of Harrison Ford’s new movie on the Internet.

17. My favourite journal is the Montreal Gazette.

18. The photograph took some excellent pictures at our family reunion.

19. Have you completed the inscription forms for the next semester?

20. How long will your brother rest in the college residence?

21. Why is Jennifer crying at her sister?  I didn’t know she could be so loud!

22. I hope your affair with that man will be a success.  It will be important for your job.

