TEACHER SURVEY: TECHNOLOGY IN OUR SCHOOLS
The following questions are to fulfill a section of a graduate education glass. The information provided will be solely for the purpose of the class. No personal data will be released; it will be strictly for in-class verification. Please answer the questions as honestly and as thoroughly as you can and return the surveys to Nicole Breen as soon as you can. Thank you for your cooperation in assisting me in this assignment.

Name of person filling out the survey (first name, initial of last): Ellie A
Grade taught: 4

                    Subject(s): All (Math, L.A., S.S., Science and 

  computers

1. With the insurgence of the Internet and computers into today’s lifestyle, school systems are being encouraged to incorporate new, modern tools into their classrooms.  Do you, as a teacher, use computers and/or the Internet in your classroom or in preparation for your class? If yes, how?

I use computers daily in my teaching profession. Our district doesn’t really send out paper memos any more. Instead, we are required to daily log-in to district ‘group-wise’ email system. Also, our gradebooks are done in the “kore-tools’ gradebook program. And our attendance is done on-line as well. 

I use the Internet to access my grade-level TEKS. Also, I download and print out lesson plan ideas. With my students, I am required to teach them several lessons throughout the year on the computer. Also, my school purchased a ‘portable computer lab’ which is a set of 14 internet-capable laptops. My students use computers at least 2 days a week and my use them daily, as we have 2 internet-accessed computers in our classroom in addition to our school’s technology lab classroom.
2.  Some opponents to using these new “tools” are afraid that they may deter students from properly learning the ‘basics’, e.g.: reading, writing and arithmetic. Do you see technology as a help or hindrance? Do you think this is an area that needs to be further developed or researched before it is accepted ‘open arms’ into the classroom environment?

Technology is definitely a help to education! The internet has made information easier than ever to access! Also, students may practice skills learned in the classroom at their own pace using computer software programs.
3.  What, if any, changes do wish to see regarding technology in the classroom (more/less emphasis, more training or access, more availability, etc.)?

The expectations on teachers are greater than ever as we have to teach computer skills in addition to everything else. The demands placed on teachers must balance out with more planning time and more computers in each classroom. 
