
CURRICULUM VITAE

1.
Surname:





BIANCALANI

2.
Name:






Riccardo

3. 
Date and place of birth:
17 September 1960, Florence, Italy

4.
Nationality:





Italian

5.
Civil Status:





Married

rbiancalani@hotmail.com 

http://www.geocities.com/rbiancalani/index.htm
6. Education and training:

	Institution: 
	UNCT-UNSECOORD – Sarajevo BIH

	Date:

From (months/year )

To (months/year) 
	November 2003

	Seminar (two days)
	Security Management (SMT) Training


	Institution: 
	United Nations Staff College – Turin Italy

	Date:

From (months/year )

To (months/year) 
	February 2001

	Seminar (one week)
	Early warning and preventive measures


	Institution: 
	Imperial College Univ. of London UK

	Date:

From (months/year )

To (months/year) 
	October 2000

	Course (eight months – ext. programme)
	Agricultural policy analysis


	Institution: 
	Agronomic Oversees Institute Florence Italy

	Date:

From (months/year )

To (months/year) 
	February 1989

June 1989

	Post-graduate specialization:
	Problems arising from the change over to irrigated agriculture in arid and semiarid regions of developing countries


	Institution: 
	University of Florence Italy

	Date:

From (months/year )

To (months/year) 
	November 1982

June 1988

	Degree:
	Tropical and subtropical agriculture


7. 
Language skills (Mark 1 to 5 for competence, where 5 is the highest):

	Language 
	Level
	Passive
	Spoken 
	Written

	Italian
	Mother Tongue 
	5
	5
	5

	English
	
	4
	4
	4

	Spanish
	
	4
	4
	3

	French
	
	3
	2
	1

	Portuguese
	
	3
	1
	1

	Serbian/Croatian
	
	2
	1
	-


8.
Membership of Professional Bodies: Italian Pedologists Association

Included in the roster of experts of the European Commission since 1997

Included in the roster of experts of the Italian Cooperation since 2004

9.
Other skills:
Professional use of MSDOS, WINDOWS, MACINTOSH and Internet, commercial spreadsheets, word processors and databases, including MSOffice, WordPerfect, FileMaker

Good operational knowledge of software for mapping (ArcView GIS) and irrigation (CropWat).

Good knowledge of theory and practice of image acquisition and processing

Use of GPS for land survey, interpretation of aerial photographs and good knowledge of remote sensing techniques.

Knowledge of biometrics.

10.
Present Position: Team Leader/chief technical advisor in a FAO project

11. Years of professional experience:17
12.
Key qualifications: soil specialist (erosion, conservation, mapping); land use and territorial planning; project identification and management; coordination and liaison
13.
Specific experience in developing/transition countries:

	Country
	Date: from (month/year) to (month/year)
	Name and brief description of the project

	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	May 2000 to present
	Inventory of post war land resources at Country level (soil, land use and climate databases and mapping). Land use planning at Municipality level

www.plud.ba


	Malawi
	May to July 1999 and January to May 2000
	Support to the APIP programme (food security)

	Mozambique
	August to November 1999
	Food security program in Manica and Zambezia

	Somalia
	November 1995 to April 1999
	Soil erosion control and land reclamation in Awdal and Saxil Regions

Amoud Vocational Centre for Agriculture, Technology and Environment (A.Vo.C.A.T.E.)

	Bolivia
	March 1990 to March 1992
	Valle Araca integrated rural development




14.
Professional experience:

	Date: from (month/year) to (month/year)
	July 2000 to present

	Location
	Bosnia and Herzegovina

	Company / Organisation
	FAO

	Position
	Team leader/chief technical advisor

	Job Description
	Project: Inventory of post war situation of land resources in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Sector: Natural resources management and land use planning. Funding: Italian Government. During the project a soil and terrain database following the SOTER methodology and an agro-ecological zones database have been prepared for the entire Country at the equivalent scale of 1:200,000. Thematic maps of soils, terrain, land use and AEZ have been produced using ArcView GIS and satellite images. Six participatory land use planning exercises have been implemented in selected pilot areas at municipality level, according to the Negotiated Territorial Development methodology developed by FAO. Databases and maps on natural resources, agrarian systems and land use have been produced for the pilot areas. An Economic-ecologic zoning (EEZ) has been prepared in each area. A guideline manual for participatory land use development in Bosnia and Herzegovina and a reference book with the description of 98 Land utilization types (LUT) have been published and disseminated. A training course for government, municipality and NGO personnel has been realized, involving more than 80 participants.
Main duties: coordination and supervision of the activity, involving three local Institutes, six Municipalities, eight national staff and several national and international consultants. Provision of technical advisory, training and guidance to the national counterparts. Organization of workshops and conferences for the dissemination of the results.

As acting FAO liaison officer, keeping relations with local Government and institutions, the donor and other UN and international organisations, and providing support to other FAO projects and activities in the Country.
www.plud.ba


	Date: from (month/year) to (month/year)
	May to July 2000

	Location
	Bosnia and Herzegovina

	Company / Organisation
	FAO

	Position
	Consultant

	Job Description
	Identification of human and material needs and requirements for the implementation of a Land Resources Inventory project. Preparation of an inventory of all land resources material available in the country. Preparation of a work plan for the project activities.

	Date: from (month/year) to (month/year)
	January to May 2000

	Location
	Malawi

	Company / Organisation
	Cooperazione Internazionale (COOPI) NGO

	Position
	Resident Representative/Project manager

	Job Description
	Resident representative and project manager for COOPI NGO in Malawi. Project: Technical support to the EC APIP programme. Funding: European Union. Main duties: relationship with the Government, the donor and the local partner. As project manager, coordination of the activity of the project, involving two more expatriates and dealing with agricultural credit and sustainable use of natural resources. The project was carried out in collaboration with a local cooperative of farmers. 25 PRA exercises have been realized in the villages of the project area.



	Date: from (month/year) to (month/year)
	August to November 1999

	Location
	Mozambique

	Company / Organisation
	MOLISV NGO

	Position
	Expert agronomist

	Job Description
	Project: Food security program in Manica and Zambezia. Sector: Food security. Funding: European Union. The structure of the agricultural production and marketing of the area has been investigated. Identification and preparation of a project proposal in the framework of the activity of the Food Security Unit of the EC Delegation in Mozambique. Designing and preparation of operative measures to be implemented during the project


	Date: from (month/year) to (month/year)
	May to July 1999

	Location
	Malawi

	Company / Organisation
	Cooperazione Internazionale (COOPI) NGO

	Position
	Consultant/Soil specialist

	Job Description
	Project: Technical Support to the EC Agricultural Productivity Investment Project. Sector: Food security. Funding: European Union. Identification and preparation of a project proposal in the framework of the activity of the Food Security Unit of the EC Delegation in Malawi. A preliminary soil erosion survey has been carried out. The project area has been identified and contacts have been established with cooperatives of farmers.


	Date: from (month/year) to (month/year)
	November 1995 to April 1999

	Location
	Somalia

	Company / Organisation
	Cooperazione Internazionale (COOPI) NGO

	Position
	Project manager/expert agronomist

	Job Description
	Project: Soil erosion control and land reclamation in Awdal and Saxil Regions. Sector: land and water management. Funding: European Union. During the project, involving 25 villages, more than 50 check dams and weirs and several kilometres of earth embankments and stone lines were built to control water runoff. Moreover, four nurseries have been set up to grow forest species for the re-vegetation of the area, and more than 100,000 seedlings were transplanted. An extension network was established in co-operation with the local Ministry of Agriculture to spread the basic concepts of soil and environment protection through a participatory approach. Local extensionists and technicians have been trained. Basic environmental data have been collected and maps of the implementation areas have been drawn.

In this context, I have been chief technical advisor of counterpart for a EU/FAO/NGO project, aimed at reinforcing both the political and technical functions of the soil and water control and land rehabilitation. In that I have kept the relationship and the links between the three international actors and the Authorities of North West Somalia, with missions in Nairobi and Rome.
Project: Amoud Vocational Centre for Agriculture, Technology and Environment (A.Vo.C.A.T.E.). Sector: Education and Agriculture. Funding: European Union. The project has rehabilitated a former vocational centre in order to improve the technical skill of the farmers in four regions of NW Somalia. The curricula and the programs of the training have been developed, and the needed materials provided.

Coordination of all the projects involving agricultural issues carried out by COOPI in Somalia; identification and preparation of new projects; relationship with the local counterpart (Somali authorities, local NGOs) and the implementing agencies and donors (EU, UN Agencies, Italian Government) based in Somalia and in Kenya. Overall coordination of the COOPI team in Borama, NW Somalia, including up to 35 national and international staff.

	Date: from (month/year) to (month/year)
	March 1990 to March 1992

	Location
	Bolivia

	Company / Organisation
	ACRA NGO

	Position
	Agronomist

	Job Description
	Project: Valle Araca integrated rural development. Sector: Food Security. Funding: Italian Government. Main activities: study of irrigation methods and water requirements in the project area; soil survey and realisation of a 1:50000 scale soil map; study of the agrarian system. Identification of needs and preparation of the second phase of the project. Organisation of a co-operative of families for the future utilisation of the works.



	Date: from (month/year) to (month/year)
	September 1988 to December 1989 and April 1992 to November 1995

	Location
	Italy

	Company / Organisation
	Edafos srl; Hydea spa among others

	Position
	Soil specialist/agronomist

	Job Description
	Soil and land use surveys, studies and mapping

	Date: from (month/year) to (month/year)
	January 1993 to December 1994

	Location
	Italy

	Company / Organisation
	Agronomic Oversees Institute of Florence

	Position
	Soil specialist

	Job Description
	Studies on soil micromorphology, crust formation and erosion and loss of nutrients. Use of electronic microscopy and image analysis

	
	


15.
Others:

15a.
Publications: 
R. Biancalani, M. Ljuša, S. Pudar, S. Miljković - Participatory Land Use Development: experiences in some municipalities in Bosnia and Herzegovina (submitted to FAO for publication on the Land Reform, Land Settlement and Cooperatives Journal)
R. Biancalani, D. Brown, P. DeWit, S. Clementi & M. Ljuša (2004) – Participatory land use development in the municipalities of Bosnia and Herzegovina – FAO/Cooperazione Italiana – Sarajevo, available at www.plud.ba
L. Borselli, R. Biancalani, C. Giordani, S. Carnicelli & G.A. Ferrari (1996) - Effects of gypsum on seedling emergence in a kaolinitic crusting soil. Soil Technology 9 (1996) 71-81 - Amsterdam.

R. Biancalani (1993) - Un progetto di sviluppo rurale integrato sulle Ande boliviane: Valle Araca. Rivista di Agricoltura sub-tropicale e tropicale - Anno 87 N°1 - Firenze.

D. Torri, R. Biancalani & J. Poesen (1990) - Initiation of motion of gravels in concentrated overland flow: cohesive forces and probability of entrainment. Catena suppl. 17: 79-90 - Cremlingen.

R. Biancalani (1989) - Probabilistic nature of entrainment of gravels in concentrated overland flow. Quaderni di scienza del suolo vol. 2: 131-143. Ed. CNR, Centro di studio per la genesi, classificazione e cartografia del suolo, Firenze.

15b.
Seminars:

Methodological and operational aspects of the development cooperation activities in the international organizations – University of Florence, Italy, March 2003 (three days)
The use of GIS for natural resources management (lecture) – University of Sarajevo, February 2003 and November 2004; University of Mostar, November 2004 – Bosnia and Herzegovina
15c.
Internet

Inventory of post war situation of land resources in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
www.plud.ba
FAO - Gateway to Land and Water Information
http://www.fao.org/waicent/faoinfo/agricult/agl/swlwpnr/reports/y_te/z_ba/ba.htm
15b.
References: Prof. Giovanni Ferrari, University of Florence, P.le delle Cascine 15, Florence, Italy - giovannia.ferrari@unifi.it
30th October 2005


Riccardo Biancalani


