MS DOS  Notes


MSDOS Notes
Introduction

Unless you are already working on a DOS system, you can start a DOS session in the modern Windows OS in several ways:

· You can go to Start | Run and type in command and press Enter. (If you are in XP you must type in cmd)
· You can find the icon for Command Prompt on your Start Menu.

If you want the DOS session to look like the old full-screen DOS, press Alt-Enter. Press Alt-Enter again to turn the DOS session back into a window. You can adjust the appearance of your DOS session by accessing the Properties of the window. Right click in the upper left hand part of the DOS box. You can close the DOS session by using the EXIT command.

DOS Commands

· CLS 
:
Clears the screen and places the cursor at the top left corner.

Syntax :
CLS

· COPY 
:
Copies one or more files to another location.

Syntax : 

COPY [/D] [/V] [/N] [/Y | /-Y] [/Z] [/A | /B ] source [/A | /B]

     [+ source [/A | /B] [+ ...]] [destination [/A | /B]]

	source  
	Specifies the file or files to be copied.

	  /A  
	Indicates an ASCII text file.

	  /B     
	Indicates a binary file.

	  /D     
	Allow the destination file to be created decrypted

	 destination 
	Specifies the directory and/or filename for the new file(s).

	  /V     
	Verifies that new files are written correctly.

	  /N    
	Uses short filename if available when copying a file with a non-8dot3 name.

	  /Y     
	Suppresses prompting to confirm you want to overwrite an  existing destination file.

	  /-Y   
	Causes prompting to confirm you want to overwrite an  existing destination file.

	  /Z     
	 Copies networked files in restartable mode.


To append files, specify a single file for destination, but multiple files for source (using wildcards or file1+file2+file3 format).

If you are copying a file from another folder to the one you are currently in (as indicated by your DOS prompt), and you do not want to change the name, you do not need to specify any destination.

The copy commands supports wildcards: 

· the ? can stand for ANY LETTER in a filename, and

· * [usually called "star"] can stand for ANY file name or file extension in the filename.

· DATE

:
Displays or sets the date.

SYNTAX :

DATE [date]

Type DATE without parameters to display the current date setting and a prompt for a new one. Press  ENTER to keep the same date, or enter a new date and press ENTER to change the date.

· DIR 
:
Is used to displays a list of files and subdirectories in a directory.

Syntax :

DIR [drive:][path][filename] [/P] [/W] [/A[[:]attributes]] [/O[[:]sortorder]] [/S][/B] [/L]

In its simplest form, DIR, this command will simply list all the files in the directory in which the command is used.

[drive:][path][filename]

Specifies drive, directory, and/or files to list.

	/P 
	Pauses after each screenfull of information.

	/W
	Uses wide list format: five columns across the screen.

	/A 
	Displays files with specified attributes. These attributes are:

	
	D         Directories

R         Read-only files

H         Hidden files

A         Files ready for archiving

S          System files

	-  
	Prefix meaning "not"

	/O
	List by files in sorted order. The sort-order switches are:

	N

By name (alphabetic)

S

By size (smallest first)

E

By extension (alphabetic)

D

By date & time (earliest first)

G

Group directories first



	-  
	Prefix to reverse order

	/S 
	Displays files in specified directory and all subdirectories.

	/B 
	Uses bare format (no heading information or summary).

	/L 
	Uses lowercase.


· TIME shows or sets the system time on your computer.

SYNTAX :

TIME [time]

Type TIME with no parameters to display the current 

time setting and a prompt for a new one.  

Press ENTER to keep the same time.

· VER is used to display the version of the operating system

SYNTAX :   VER

· PAUSE is used to Suspends processing of a batch program and displays the message

         Press any key to continue . . .

SYNTAX :

PAUSE

This command is useful for pausing batch files for debugging or to read information returned by the operating system.

· D: (for example)

Type the letter of the drive and a colon and press ENTER to change to the named drive.

· MKDIR  dirname    (You can also use MD )

Creates  a directory inside the current directory.

· RMDIR  dirname     (You can also use RD )

Removes an empty directory. Note that you can't remove a directory that is the current one. You're standing in it! Also, you'll have to delete all the documents inside the directory before you can remove the directory.

· DELTREE

Use DELTREE command to quickly remove an unwanted directory plus all files on it, and all subdirectories nested below it.

Syntax :
DELTREE  drive:\path

· CD dirname

Changes to a new directory. Note the new current directory on the command line.

· DEL *.*

This command deletes everything in the current directory. DO NOT USE this command unless you are very, very sure of what directory it will be applied to! Getting in a hurry with del can lead to a whole lot of grief. 

· MOVE  filename     location

Moves a file to a new location.

  Looks just like "copy" above except for the word "move".

· RENAME  filename newname      (In some systems you can also use REN)

Renames file with first name to second name. You must include the full path to the original file if it's not in the current directory.

· EDIT  filename

Brings up the DOS Edit program so you can make changes in a text file. This is a very simple text editor and won't work with regular word processing documents. 

· TYPE  filename

If you want to just look at a text file, this command will display it on the monitor. But if it has many lines, you'll have to be quick to press the Pause key or the top of the file will scroll out of view before you can read it.

Eg :-     TYPE   Report.txt

     TYPE   Report.txt | more

     TYPE   Report.txt  > PRN       Sends the contents of Report.txt to standard printing device.

· SORT

Sorts data in character based files or sorts the output of  DOS commands.

Eg  :-    TYPE   Report.txt | SORT
· PATH

Specifies a list of subdirectories where DOS is to look for executable program files.

Syntax :     PATH  drive:\path;drive:\path;.;….

If invoked without parameters, PATH displays the current search path if any.
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