

STANDARDS FOR TRAINING  & CERTIFICATION FOR WATCHKEEPERS

STCW’ 78 adopted on 7th July 1978 which came into force on 28th April 1984, this convention had limited knowledge and no skilled training programs. Transparency of the certification was seen lacking so a new convention called STCW 95 was adopted by the IMO on the 1st Feb 1999.

STCW’ 95

Comprises of 17 articles of 36 mandatory regulations laid out in 8 chapters as compared to STCW’ 78, which comprised of 17 articles of 25 mandatory regulations laid out in 6 chapters.

STCW’ 78
STCW’ 95

1. General Provisions


2. Master Deck Dept


3. Engine Dept


4. Radio Personnel.
Radio Comm. & Radio Personnel

5. Sp. Req. for Tankers
Special Training for Persons on Ships

6. Proficiency in Survival Craft
Emergency Occupational Safety, Medical Care & Survival Functions.

7. 
Certificates for Officers defining functions.

8. 
Contains 2 regulations

Reg.  VIII/1  Deals with fitness of duty

Reg.  VIII/2  Deals with watchkeeping arrangements and principles to be observed.

KNOWLEDGE   REGARDING   CERTIFICATES

The old certificates issued under the ’78 convention shall be valid only until 1st Feb 2002. Thus before this day all 78 convention certificates holders should renew their certificates by doing a refresher course and updating training and assessment as well as additional modular courses specified under the provisions of  STCW ’95.

New certificates shall be valid for 5 years and in order to revalidate the certificate the seafarer will have to meet the standards of medical fitness & establish continued professional competence as required by the IMO.

Information Regarding the Rest Periods for a Candidate

CHAPTER VIII: STANDARDS REGARDING WATCHKEEPING.

SECTION A-VIII/1

FITNESS FOR DUTY

1 ALL PERSONS WHO ARE ASSIGNED DUTY AS OFFICER IN CHARGE OF A WATCH OR AS RATING FORMING PART OF A WATCH SHALL BE PROVIDED A MINIMUM OF 10 HOURS OF REST IN ANY 24 HOUR PERIOD.

2 THE HOURS OF REST MAY BE DIVIDED INTO NO MORE THAN TWO PERIODS, ONE OF WHICH SHALL BE ATLEAST 6 HOURS IN LENGTH.

3 THE REQUIREMENTS FOR REST PERIODS LAID DOWN IN PARAGRAPHS 1 AND 2 NEED NOT BE MANTAINED IN THE CASE OF AN EMERGENCY OR DRILL OR IN OTHER OVERRIDING OPERATIONAL CONDITIONS.

4 NOT WITHSTANDING THE PROVISION OF PARAGRAPHS 1 AND 2, THE MINIMUM PERIOD OF 10 HOURS MAY BE REDUCED TO NOT LESS THAN 6 CONSECUTIVE HOURS PROVIDED THAT ANY SUCH REDUCTION SHALL NOT EXTEND BEYOND TWO DAYS AND NOT LESS THAN 70 HOURS OF REST ARE PROVIDED EACH SEVEN DAY PERIOD.

5 ADMINISTRATION SHALL REQUIRE THAT WATCH SCHEDULES BE POSTED WHERE THEY ARE EASILY ACESSIBLE.

