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Established in 1958, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) is the only UN specialized agency exclusively concerned with shipping and the sea. One of the smallest and most technical of the UN agencies, it is responsible for improving and promoting marine safety and preventing shipping pollution. To fulfill its mandate, IMO works on the development and adoption of international maritime regulations. Since its inception, approximately 40 conventions and protocols have been adopted, many of which have been updated to reflect changes in the maritime industry. In addition to formal treaty instruments, the IMO has adopted several hundred principal recommendations and codes which, while not legally binding, provide guidance in framing national regulations and requirements.

IMO’s  programmes on marine safety include radio and shipping communications, global search and rescue, collision prevention, standards of training and certification, passenger safety and cargo protection in the event of collision or grounding. Programmes on pollution prevention cover accidental and operational pollution including oil, chemicals, sewage, garbage, and nuclear material. Other IMO programmes include international maritime traffic, legal liability and compensation, and programmes to assist governments in implementing conventions and treaties. 

